Attachment to: 
Phased Assignments in a quarter-long Argumentation and Research Course 

With a Sustainability Focus
Curriculum created by Don Foran, Centralia College
Student Handout

 A Sense of Place Assignment

In about 350 words, two pages double-space, discuss briefly who you are (example: the eldest of three Irish-American/ Hispanic-American children lost in a mall somewhere in America), where you were born, later lived, now live, and particularly your physical environment at some point when you were especially aware of nature and your environment.  Has that environment changed? Is it likely to change? How do you feel about that change?  Will it be the same place it was? What is lost or might be lost soon?  Feel free to discuss flora and fauna, animal life, your closeness to nature or estrangement from it. Place names, natural history, special plant and animal elements are important.  You might do a little exploring while you prepare this essay.  Leave your cell phone, Ipod and text messaging behind.  Listen, watch, smell and see the natural world and look at the land.

If you can get in touch with nature like Linda Hogan, Henry David Thoreau and Aldo Leopold surely have, your eventual research paper will carry more passion and purpose.

1) After viewing www.storyofstuff.com brainstorm on a list of products you use and foods you consume daily:  (eg. bananas, cell phones, sugar, coffee, tennis shoes, chocolate, jeans) You’ll choose one product to investigate, tracing the product from its origin through its marketing to its use and its discarding. (Register your product with Dr. Foran)

 
2) Research the product on the Web. 

3) Open your hearts and imagine the lives of growers, workers, et al.  Imagine how nature is affected.  

4) When you have explored the product, researched through credible websites and a peer reviewed journal, write together a three page paper wherein you make a specific claim and support it with two credible websites and one peer-reviewed article you cite.   Be sure to treat all paraphrased or quoted sentences with sufficient attribution as you have been shown. Remember: introduce and “frame” each long quote, short quote or paraphrase, making sure paraphrases are in your own words.  Utilize one long and one short quote and one paraphrase in your paper)   The four-page group paper (three pages of text and one Works Cited page) is due_____.  You will receive a group grade.  If you miss any unexcused group sessions, you’ll be docked 1.0 from the group grade; if two, then 2.0, etc.  We’ll meet each day in class initially, then go to computer lab or library as needed.  On ____ meet in Library 139 for data base instruction.  (P.S. It might be helpful to review Michael Pollan’s Behind the Organic/Industrial Complex.

The individual research paper (I require MLA format) is the largest student learning activity, and it counts 30% of the course grade and must be passed for a student to pass the course.  The check list, is filled out for rough draft, and again for final draft.  If a student understands each item on the checklist and executes the paper accordingly, he or she will do very well in the class.

