Attachment for: Exploring Personal Footprints

Curriculum by Bev Farb, Everett Community College
Instructions for Students:
Select a Research Question 

The examples below are only a few of the possibilities. You may use one of these questions, if you like, or be creative in coming up with your own.

1) Some possible Survey questions

· Are college-educated adults likelier than other adults to conserve energy?

· What kinds of people use public transportation in my community?

· What do the members of my community know about global warming?

· How many of our local business owners use local suppliers (e.g., locally grown foods, etc.)?

2) Some possible Experiment questions

· If I avoid car travel, how much money can I save? How much hassle would it be?

· How much garbage do I generate during an average day? What could I do to reduce that amount?

· How many of my acquaintances can I persuade to buy only organic foods for a week? Which persuasion technique worked best?

· If I offer a small reward to school aged children for recycling (e.g., a smiley sticker and a piece of candy after a week), how many will actually change their recycling behavior?

3) Some possible Participant Observation questions

· Among a group of friends who regularly eat lunch together, how often does the lunch conversation turn to eco-issues? What brings such topics up? How long do these last? etc.

· In a class that focuses on eco-issues, how do students who disagree with the teacher interact with the teacher and with classmates? (e.g., are they vocal or silent? are they accepted or rejected? does any of this change as the class continues?)

· How does the “Go Green Club” on a particular college campus gain and keep its members?

· In the nearby community garden, how do members negotiate who does what?

