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Rubric – Exploratory Essay
Title and Introduction

	VERY EFFECTIVE
	PARTIALLY EFFECTIVE
	NEEDS SUBSTANTIAL WORK

	-Title suggests something about what the research has yielded in terms of ideas or intellectual self-awareness.

-Opening offers a brief account of the history of the community, plus other noteworthy info.

-Opening presents the significance of the question or problem, both on a local level and to the writer, personally. 

-Demonstrates the writer’s engagement with the issue and the timeliness of it.    

-Opening leads into the focusing question.
	-Paper has a title and an intro but there are some problems:
	-Paper lacks a title or an effective intro:

	15------14-----13
	12------11------10-----
	9-----8-----7-----5-----3-----1


Focusing Question

	VERY EFFECTIVE
	PARTIALLY EFFECTIVE
	NEEDS SUBSTANTIAL WORK

	-Writer presents a strong, clear, focused, provocative, relevant and manageable question that pertains to the sustainability of his or her community.

-Writer acknowledges the complexity of the question.

--The question is significant, problematic, difficult to answer, and worth answering.

--The question conveys the writer’s commitment and openness to exploration (is not biased or one-sided).
	-Writer has included a thesis/claim with reasons but there are problems:
	-The thesis/claim is weak or absent; reasons may be missing: 

	10---- 9------8-----
	7---------6-------5
	4---------3-------2-----1


Exploration of the Focusing Question: Body Paragraphs

	VERY EFFECTIVE
	PARTIALLY EFFECTIVE
	NEEDS SUBSTANTIAL WORK

	-Writer’s use of evidence is sufficient, accurate, and relevant to the question.

-The body paragraphs are written in first-person, chronologically organized, and offer a narrative account of the writer’s thinking process in moving from one source to another on a need-to-know basis growing out of the writer’s reflection upon the previous source(s).

-Each body paragraph offers a coherent, mini-discussion of the material from a research source combined with the writer’s own critical thinking and evolving understanding of the question. 

-Writer appeals to ethos and logos; choice and presentation of evidence brings a fresh perspective to readers and builds writer’s positive ethos. 

-Body paragraphs indicate the writer is challenging himself/herself to take intellectual risks in an attempt to deepen his/her understanding of the question, problem or issue.

-Conclusion reaffirms the value of the research; offers assessments of where the writer now stands; brings the paper to a close.

 
	--Writer includes some strong evidence but evidence falters in these ways:
	--Evidence and development of the thesis/claim shows substantial need for improvement in these areas:

	45----44-----43----42----41---40
	38-----36----34-----32---
	20-----18----16-----14


Use of Sources/MLA Format

	VERY EFFECTIVE
	PARTIALLY EFFECTIVE
	NEEDS SUBSTANTIAL WORK

	-Material from the original text and additional sources is introduced and identified, completely integrated into the writer’s own progression of ideas, serves his/her points, and is documented in the text. 

-Any material from sources is integrated into writer’s exploration of ideas and correctly documented in MLA format both in the text and in a Works Cited page.


	-Material is cited and integrated, but there were some problems: 
	-Writer needs to place more attention on constructing a positive ethos through documentation.



	10-----9------8
	7------6-------5
	4-------3-----2


Cohesiveness and Clarity of Organization

	VERY EFFECTIVE 
	PARTIALLY EFFECTIVE
	NEEDS SUBSTANTIAL WORK

	-Structure is effective and clear and appropriate for an exploratory assignment; combines open and closed-form prose appropriately.

- Each body paragraph is topically cohesive, uses effective topic sentences and transitions to guide the reader, and offers a brief summary/strong response to each of the sources cited. 

-Clear transition of ideas within and between body paragraphs.


	-Essay uses a clear structure but there are problems in these areas:
	-Essay shows major weaknesses in structure and organization:

	10-------9-------8
	7------6--------5
	4-------3-------2


Writer’s Professionalism: sentence clarity, grammar, sentence style, and word choice

	VERY EFFECTIVE
	PARTIALLY EFFECTIVE
	NEEDS SUBSTANTIAL WORK

	--Sentences are grammatical and cohesive.

---Writing is concise and clear with an engaging style and appropriate word choice.

---Readers are never lost at sentence level.

---Document conveys writer’s professional ethos.
	--Some of the impact of the writing is lost through unclear or convoluted sentences.

--Problems with incorrect sentences, word choice, pronoun reference or other grammatical problems detract from the writer’s argument.
	--Writing suffers from “noise” that obscures writer’s ideas.

	10------9-------8
	7--------6----------5
	4----------3--------2
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