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Researched Proposal Argument

Incremental Due Dates

I) Group Conferences: Statement of audience, as well as a mapped out thesis-claim and 

Outline/prewriting.  Also include a list in MLA format of several sources you plan to use by:___

II) Working draft for peer review:___

III) Final paper is due during your scheduled final exam period:___
final draft includes the following: outline/prewriting, rough draft and peer responses

Objective

Write a 6-8 page, closed-form, proposal argument in which you offer a solution to a problem or take a proposed stance on a public issue.  This issue should be the same one you researched for your Exploratory Essay.  The purpose of this essay is to persuade your audience, using sound argumentative/rhetorical skills you have been working on all quarter.  Appeal to ethos by demonstrating your understanding of the issue through good research and synthesis of information as you construct and defend a proposal to address the problem.   

Audience
Your first step is to identify a specific audience.  Your audience should be a group of decision makers (citizens and voters) who have the power to take action on the proposal.  This, for example, could be Seattle University, City of Seattle, or another decision-making body, depending on your topic/issue.  As you write, be sure to appeal to the interest and the values of the decision makers.  Convince them that in agreeing with you, they are “doing the right thing” and show them how they will benefit directly, or why accepting your proposal is in their own best interest.    

Introduction

Provide any necessary background information and call your audience’s attention to the controversy or problems surrounding the issue.  This should lead directly into your thesis-claim. 

Thesis-Claim

 This claim should clearly map out your proposal points (your solution) and articulate your reasons.  The thesis-claim should be interesting, risky, and contestable.  As you write, ask yourself what new ideas are you offering your audience?    

Body Paragraphs
These must appeal to logos, ethos, and pathos (review Chapter 10, in The Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing, Concise).  Back up your thesis-claim with sound supporting evidence from your sources.  In addition, incorporate counterarguments and consider alternative/opposing viewpoints throughout; anticipate likely objections and clearly refute or concede each opposing viewpoint (review counterarguments on pages 252-253 ABGW).

Sources and Format

Plan to use between 6-8 sources.  Some of these sources will come from “Paper #3”, but you will most likely need to do further research to find sources that support your proposal more directly.  As always, include in-text citations and a Works Cited page in MLA format.  Refer to your Seattle U Guide to Editing and Style and/or other online guides such as Diana Hacker’s online guide to MLA style. 
For additional help and guidance, see: sample essay: A. J. Chavez’s proposal argument, “The Case for (Gay) Marriage” in ABGW (266-270).  

