Attachment To:


Toxic Hygiene: How Safe Is Your Bathroom

Curriculum created by Danielle Gray, Whatcom Community College
Apply in Writing

For the final step of this sequence, students will develop the thinking they’ve begun with the earlier assignments (chat-room, research, discussion forums). The discussion forum, for example, is often a place where many students will begin drafting ideas for this 4-6 page reflective essay and so should be encouraged to make use of this thinking/writing as they would any brainstorming or pre-writing activity. Built into this assignment is time for drafting, peer-workshop activities and teacher feedback.  Students will be assessed on their ability to integrate both the research they did of their own use/experience with chemicals in personal hygiene products with the texts we’ve been reading in class. 
Student Handout
Reflective Essay Assignment: How Safe are your Products?

Directions:

Choose one of the options below, and write a 4-6 page reflective essay that conveys an idea of your own you’d like to share with readers about chemicals and products. Your goal is to incorporate both your own experience and to integrate related citations and descriptions from any of the readings, films, advertisements we’ve looked at so far this quarter. A reflective essay considers, for example, what you know, what you’re learning and what more you’d still like to know on the topic of your essay.  

Option 1: What would you like to add to our discussion of toxic chemicals? Write an essay that explores an aspect of this topic. What would you like to say/explore? Focus your essay around a single theme, a question, or point of discussion. Consider focusing on one of the following themes:

· U.S. standards vs. European standards for Phthalates

· Precautionary Principle vs. Burden of Proof 

· Animal testing vs. Human testing 

· "The Dose Makes the Poison"

· Infant Vulnerability and Phthalates

· Appearance vs. Reality of Phthalates

· Beauty Standards and Phthalates

· Consumers, Fear and Hygiene products

· Health and Safety vs. Corporate Profit

· Environmental Health vs. Corporate Health 

· What counts as proof? Science of Phthalate research

Option 2: Who's Responsible (and to what extent) for Product Safety? As you write on this topic, consider the following related themes. 

· Product Safety and Labels

· Product Safety and Corporate Responsibility

· Product Safety and Parental/Consumer Responsibility

· Product Safety and Governmental Responsibility

· Consumer vs. Corporate vs. Government responsibility

Option 3: To what degree do you support the recent ban of phthalates in Washington State? The Washington State House of Representatives recently passed bill 2647, The Children’s Safe Products Act, which made Washington the second state (after California) in the U.S. to pass legislation regulating phthalates. Quickly review the parameters of the bill, and respond to the bill. Try not to write “for or against” but instead weight the possibilities. What works? What doesn’t? Use our class discussions and readings to help you think through these questions. (Since this is a current event, don't assume your readers are familiar with this bill and its parameters.)

Draft Check-list:

· Does your essay have a main topic/idea you are trying to convey?

· Do you introduce, integrate, restate, interpret and cite quotations?

· Is there a balance between what you have to say and what others (from our texts) say on your topic?

· What information, summary, explanation will readers from outside our class need to understand your ideas?

· Did you run spell check?

· Do you have a title?
· Is your essay in MLA format?
Teacher’s Note on this Assignment
Many of my students struggle with what counts as “evidence” while we are reading the texts in this sequence. As they are forming their claims in their essays, they often challenge what counts as evidence or believable proof. In response to this struggle, I’ve turned this question into a place of inquiry, asking students to explore argumentation. While I developed this for a pre-level college writing class, formal argumentation and discussion of claim, warrant and support would be a wonderful addition to this assignment sequence in helping student unpack the moves being made in the texts they are reading and in which they are basing their own arguments. 

Possible adaptations: in a science/team taught course, an integrated lab report/research would fit well into a cumulative writing assignment for this sequence where students could present their own research/findings as evidence. 

