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Handout For Students

Project Guidelines

One of the best ways to “see” sociology at work is to participate in it firsthand. For this paper, you will be “doing sociology” through content analysis and using examples in the media to find evidence of [over]consumption in popular culture and analyze their expression and impact to society.

Choose one form of media from the following list for your research.  You may select from:

	MEDIA
	SAMPLE SIZE

	Song lyrics
	at least 8 (must then include all the lyrics)

	Music videos
	at least 15

	TV shows
	at least 5 episodes (1 hour) or 10 episodes of 30 minutes

	Movies
	at least 4

	Magazine advertisements 
	at least 20 (include actual ads)

	News articles 
	at least 15 (include a copy of the articles)

	Television commercials
	at least 30


**Any other suggestions, must receive permission by the instructor beforehand.

Be careful how you choose your media (movies, TV shows, etc.) as you want to be able to find evidence of consumption of products or services, either explicitly or implicitly. You can narrow your selection by certain criteria (which you’ll talk about in your methods) such as a specific time frame, highest ratings or movies based on a certain theme. Some good sites to utilize to narrow your search are: www.imdb.com (Internet Movie Database); www.tv.com; www.vaio.com; www.filmsite.org; www.watch-movies.net
•  Decide on a research question.  Choose a question that both interests you and you can feasibly research.  Think about what you want to look at with regards to consumption,

•  Create a coding sheet. This is a method of recording what you specifically want to look at and needs to be done BEFORE you begin examining your media (minus points if not handed in beforehand).  We will do a practice coding sheet in class

•  Watch your movies/listen to your songs/look at your ads.  As you do so, you will fill out your coding sheet, writing down everything you notice.

•  Analyze your coding sheets.  What patterns do you see?  What stood out? What do the patterns mean?  THEN…


In about 6-8 pages, address the following sections.  Use these headings.

I. Introduction (about 1 page)
· Introduce your research question and why you chose it. 

· What makes this topic sociologically important?  

II. Methods (about 1 page)

Content Analysis

· Introduce the titles of the sources you analyzed and why (be specific; for example, if three different magazines, which ones, which month/year and why?) What criteria did you use to select your sample? How did you decide which movies to watch?

· How did you collect the data?  (i.e how did you record your observations?) What specifically did you look at? What were the categories on your coding sheet?

· How did you then organize your data?

· Did you run into difficulties in your data collection?  What are the limitations of doing this kind of research?  What are the limitations to this study specifically?

III. Findings and Analysis (about 4 pages)
Findings = description of patterns found; Analysis = what do the patterns mean?

This section should be the main part of your paper.

· Discuss any patterns you found and/or relationships between aspects with regards to consumption (eg. messages, assumptions, representations of race, class, gender, etc.)

· Organize this section according to the themes or patterns you found (using subheadings).  Use some specific examples from your data to support the themes.

· Connect to sociology. How might your findings relate to a sociological theory discussed in class? Can you connect some of the sustainability concepts discussed in class/the readings to your research?

· So what? What do these patterns tell you about consumption in society? What local and global consequences do they have? What message or dominant ideology about consumerism is being promoted?

IV. Conclusion (about 1 page)
· This should summarize the major points of your paper.  What conclusions can you draw from your research? 

· What further questions about consumption need to be explored? (If someone else was to do a similar study, what should they look at?)

V. APPENDIX (separate page)
Include a list of the movies watched, magazine ads or song lyrics with details of dates, year, artist etc., and your coding sheets.

VI. ROUNDTABLE SELF EVALUATION
(see separate handout about what to include; worth 100 points!)

IMPORTANT NOTES ABOUT YOUR PAPER:

· Papers must be typed, double spaced with 12 pt. font and one inch margins.  Please page number your paper, but not the title page. No plastic covers please.  I encourage the use of recycled paper (! You will lose points if your paper is over 9 pages. (Presumably, you also lose points if your paper is too short as there won’t be enough material for me to grade you!)

· Staple your completed/filled out coding sheets to the back of your paper.  No coding sheets = no grade.  These notes don’t need to be typed. (Note:  even if you are analyzing song lyrics or magazine advertisements, you should be constructing a coding sheet about themes/patterns you are seeing, not merely highlighting sections).

· Include a bibliography if you referred to other references or the textbook. (Considered additional to your 6-8 pages.) But you need not reference other material.

· No emailed papers will be accepted.  NO LATE PAPERS ACCEPTED.

· This paper is worth 250 points. See the attached rubric for grading.

· Any questions?  Please feel free to ask me! 

“DOING SOCIOLOGY” FINAL PROJECT CHECKLIST

Please check:

· My margins, font size and spacing are correct

· I numbered my pages

· I used headings and sub-headings

· I included an appendix with a list of the media I used

· I included my filled out coding sheets

· I included my typed self-evaluation

· I included a bibliography (if sources referenced)

· I reviewed the grading rubric to see that I have all needed information

· I reviewed my paper for spelling and grammatical errors

· I got someone to proofread my paper

· I didn’t include a plastic cover or binder (
TO HAND IN



DUE

POINTS

Blank coding sheets




-50 if not handed in

Roundtable presentations



100 points

Final paper + filled coding sheets


250 points








350 points total
1.  DOING THE RESEARCH





2.  WRITING THE PAPER








