Exploring Natural History                                                   Landel/Hughes

Seminar Paper #2:  Position Paper
Overview:  In this paper, you have the opportunity to think about the complex issues involved in the controversy over protecting old-growth forests in the Northwest.  More specifically, we’d like you to clarify and articulate your own stance on this issue by writing a paper in which you state your position, then support it with evidence.  To do this, we’d like you to focus on material covered in class lecture and in the readings below.  The readings fall into two main categories:  (a) the biology of old-growth forests, and (b) information on logging old-growth forests.  (No additional research is expected, though if you are motivated and interested, you are certainly welcome to do so; however, keep the focus on the class materials). 
Readings:  We’ll be reading these over the next two weeks—see weekly assignment sheets for due dates:  
Listening to Earth: 

John Muir, “The American Forest” (7 -13) 
Handouts: 

W.S. Merwin, “Unchopping at Tree” (poem)  and Tim McNulty: “Coyote at the Movies” (poem)
Posted under Readings, Week 4: 

· John Muir,  “Hetch Hetchy Valley”

· Keith Irvin, "A Life in our Hands"
· Jim Robbins, “ Thriving in Harsh Settings, Old Trees May Soon Meet their Match” 
Posted under Readings, Week 4:  Biology folder

· Readings on the biology of old-growth forests 

Posted under Readings, Week 4:  “Logging” Folder

· Mike Dombeck and Jack Ward Thomas.   "Declare Harvest of Old-Growth Forests Off-Limits"  Seattle Post-Intelligencer  24 August 2003: F1.

· Drew Myers.  “The Evolution of a Cut”  Ontario Out of Doors.  1 Sept. 2004:  20 –22. 

· Kevin Taylor.  “Groups Sue State to Slow Logging; Conservationists Object to Old Growth Cut in Selkirks.”  Spokesman Review  14 August 2004, A1.

· Felicity Barringer.  “Logging and Politics Collide in Idaho.”   New York Times 9 August 2004, late edition: A10.

· “Profile:  Forks, Washington, where Tourism Replaced Logging as the Main Industry”  Morning Edition 5 August 2004 (which can be heard online at http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=3815722; 
· click on the “Listen” button under the title “Saving the Owl” to hear Part 1 and click on the “Part 2” button to hear Part 2.  

. 

Getting Started:

1)  Actively read/annotate  the essays and poem passed out in class 

2)  Download, print, annotate and read the articles posted in Blackboard.  
3)  Read pages 222 – 233 and   423 -428 in Writing Today on writing arguments for a description & sample of a position paper 
4)  Develop a working thesis and outline passages from the texts to use as evidence. Working with a peer or friend, try to anticipate your opposition and determine your counterarguments 
5)  Write a rough draft for peer review; bring 4 copies for workshop
6)  Revise carefully, checking for accurate use of MLA citations, adequate support and fallacies (in addition to the usual grammar/spelling/punctuation check).  
Your paper will need to incorporate the following elements: 

1)  Opening that creatively introduces this topic;

2)  Brief background on the issue to introduce the reader to the topic;

3)  Thesis that states your position AND lists the reasons for that position.  Remember, it’s stronger to acknowledge the complexity of an issue by qualifying your position rather than stating it in black and white terms 

4)  Body paragraphs which provide support for your stance from the articles; Counterarguments:  briefly discuss what the opposition might say, then concede or refute those arguments  

5)  Conclusion which re-establishes your position and re-states the thesis in different words;

6)  Works Cited to acknowledge any sources cited.  This will be much more challenging than the last assignment, since you should draw from at least three sources to assure credibility for your position.  (The more sources, the more credible your position).   

Other things to think about: 

Tone:  To be effective, a good position paper will have a reasoned tone, rather than an overly emotional tone.  That doesn’t mean you can’t feel passionately about the issue; it just means that you should channel your passion into writing a strong, well supported objective paper rather than one that relies only on emotional pleas and is not also supported by sound reasoning and evidence.  

Fallacies in reasoning:  On pages 431-432 in Writing Today you’ll find a list of fallacies in reasoning; these are to be avoided. We’ll be going over them in class. 

Form:  3-4 pages, typed, double spaced with 1” margins 

use the standard heading form and include MLA citations and Works Cited at

the end of your paper - rather than a separate page—to save paper.:>  
Due:
Two questions for seminar on Wed., Oct. 20

Rough draft for workshop with 4 copies:  Mon., Nov. 1

Final paper with peer critiques/drafts & Reflection:  Mon., Nov. 8
