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Peer Review Guidelines for Surprising Informative Essays 

Introduction and Thesis Statement
· In the first paragraphs, how well does the writer establish the common view of the bioregional food system, local food, and farmers markets?  How could the writer make this view more interesting, accurate, or clear?

· What is the writer’s thesis statement?  What is the risk, tension, or surprise in this thesis?  What “surprise” or new ideas about local food in Western Washington and farmers markets does the essay promise to give readers?

· How does the writer set up readers’ expectations for content and organization?  Do you have any suggestions?

· How does the writer indicate a teaching/informing relationship with a specific audience?

Body of the Essay
· How has the writer structured the body of this essay?  What main points about farmers markets and local food does each paragraph establish? How could point sentences at the beginnings of paragraphs say more or be clearer?

· Has the writer provided complete support for the thesis?  Are examples and development sufficient enough to give readers a full understanding of the thesis statement?  If not, what ideas would help you in your understanding?

· How well has the writer connected the ideas within paragraphs and between paragraphs?  How could the writer make the progression of ideas clearer and smoother?

· Has the writer followed through on informing and enlightening the audience?  What additional information could the audience use?

Conclusion and Overall Features

· Does the conclusion leave readers with new impressions of local food in western Washington and farmers markets?  What might the writer improve to have more impact on readers’ understanding of farmers, consumers, and bioregional food production?

·  How well does the writer convey his/her authority, knowledge, and professionalism (including the technical clarity of the piece)?

· Where does the writer need to eliminate distracting “noise” caused by sentence errors and problems with word choice?
· Does the title create interest and suit the paper?

