Attachment “4”

Writing and Walking, Pilgrimage and Process: Working with the Essays of Linda Hogan and Henry David Thoreau

Curriculum created by Rebecca Chamberlain, The Evergreen State College and St. Martin’s University

Student Handout


 Peer Editing Template for Revising Writing Assignments.


Prior to workshop: 


Students must make copies of their draft essay, one for each person in their writing group. If there are four people in a group, each person must bring three copies of their essay.  

 
Instructors must make copies of the editing form for each essay to be evaluated.  If there are four people in a writing group, they will need twelve forms.  
Editing Essays 

Name of Writer:_____________________​​_______ 

Name Of Editor:____________________________

The art of revision can be difficult and demanding work.  Like all living things, we must know when to give our work time to gestate in the dark, as well as the space, attention, and opportunity to find its way into the world, to mature, and develop its full potential. 

To the Peer Group Editors:  We will form a community to work carefully with each other’s writing.  Working in groups of three or four, make sure that you give each person in your group equal time.  Depending on how much time you have, can you give each person 20 min., 30 min.  In order to complete the editing process, you may need to set up another time, over the next two weeks, to meet outside of class. 

To begin, each author will read his or her work slowly, in a quiet voice.  This helps to “hear” the deeper purpose or meaning of the essay, as well as to reveal any awkward passages, unwitting repetitions, accidental meanings, or unnecessary words.

After reading the draft aloud, answer the following questions carefully.  Then give your comments to the author of each essay so they can incorporate your suggestions into their work.  You may also write editorial comments on the copy of the essay that each person brought to your editing group.  

Use the following handout as a guideline to help focus you as you work with each other’s materials. 

To the author:  Save each draft of your work.  Although you may refine and edit your essay into a final draft, each version is a treasure trove of concepts, words, phrases, ideas, and record of your process.   Keep the different drafts in your portfolio, along with the comments of your peer editors, on these forms.  

As you edit, take out weak spots or phrases that you just “left” there.  Continue to play with description, ideas, feeling, mood, and tone.  Edit and retype your work 

1. Does this essay include name, date, and is it typed? Does it follow standard protocols as listed in the assignment description?

2. Does the essay have a title?  How does the title work with the content?  Do you have any suggestions?  Take a phrase from the essay and help make up a title that’s unique or curious, interesting sounding or realistic.

3. What do you consider to be the central theme or image of this  essay?  



4. How does this writer begin their essay?  

-What is the purpose of the first sentence?  Do you have suggestions?




-What is the purpose of the opening paragraph? Do you have suggestions?

5. Are you able to move successfully from paragraph to paragraph as new ideas are presented?  




-Is there another possible way to arrange the sentences to create impact?  

-How are the sentences and paragraphs arranged to show an organized flow of ideas or thought.  Are there other ways of ordering thought?  

 Are there places where you became confused or where further development might help?  Explain.

How does this writer piece their essay together? State your impression of the writer’s overall intention, topic, or theme?

How might this writer be developing an explicit or implicit argument?  Give examples. 

Where does the essay use descriptive detail? Do you have any suggestions about how the writer might engage the senses of the reader? 

 Does this essay have a successful conclusion?  

-Does it tie together ideas from the opening?  Does it emphasize some topic or issue?  


-Do you have any suggestions?

-What is the purpose of the closing paragraph?  

-What is the purpose of the closing sentence?  

What you don’t say is sometimes as important as what you say; the silence out of which an essay comes is part of its power.  Are there any places where you can edit out sections or words that are not absolutely necessary?  A well-written piece should have no unnecessary words, phrases or passages. 

- Review it to see if there is any way to condense syntax and simplify the language.

-Check out all articles and prepositions: are they necessary and functional? 

-Check it for active vs. inactive verbs, (for example: “after we rode the subway, instead of “after the subway ride.”)

12.  Are there any quotes, dialogue, or speeches?  If so, make sure that you put quotation marks around dialogue, speeches, quotes, or referential slang “so to speak” phrases.  

13.  What do you like best about this essay?

Are there other comments or suggestions?

