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Journal Topics and Suggested Readings for “Sense of Place” Collage Writing

Suggested Readings for Seminar & Response Writing:
1. An introduction to Bio-regional Thinking from Robert Thayer’s LifePlace: Bioregional Thought and Practice (2003). University of California Press.
2. Annie Dillard’s Seeing” from “Pilgrim at Tinker Creek (1985, 1988, 1998) Harper Collins.
3. Paul Goldberger Disconnected Urbanism: “The Cell Phone has Changed our Sense of Place more than faxes, computers, and email” in Metopolis (2003). 
4. Barry Lopez “Frozen Ground” National Geographic Online (2008).
5. Any local news articles or local publications with views on local places are good prompts for journal writes and exploring relationship to place.

Suggested Journal and Discussion Topics
1. Write about a place where you find solace or comfort at a time of trouble or difficulty in your life. Use descriptive details as well as personal reflection.
2. Write about where your family comes from; include as much location, place, geographical and physical detail as possible. What is your family history of connection to place? Talk with family members about their memories if possible.
3. Write about your alienation from place. What things, habits, activities, expectations or people interfere with your connection to place?
4. Write about a childhood experience with place – a place you felt connected to, a place of family memories, or a place that has left an impression on you.
5. Go to a new place in town and write an observation writing of a new and a familiar place – compare and contrast. 
6. Students work together on a sense of place details and names for things, then pay attention to local details, including natural features and place names and journal about your growing awareness (see mini-research assignment below).
7. Take a campus walk, focusing on details and write a couple descriptive paragraphs; then write a Haiku from the paragraph, or exchange paragraphs and write a Haiku based on someone else’s paragraph.
8. Write about your dreams for the future based on place. How would you like to live in a place and within a community in that place. 

Mini-Research Assignment
For this assignment, you will need to consult one or more field guides for the Pacific Northwest. Our library has a collection of books and guide books on reserve for our class. Your task is to notice and identify at least 10 features of our environment (places, trees, plants, birds, wildlife, etc). And then to use the reference books or guides to learn more detail about these features. You will use index cards to record your noticed features, including specifics on where these things are, when you spotted them, identifying features, weather conditions etc. On the other side of the card, you will write the source information for the book in which you find information to help you identify, describe and learn more specifics. Finally, you will write at least a full-page journal entry including the names and details of these features to describe your sense of place. Index cards are due on _________ . You will incorporate some of your findings into your “Sense of Place” essay.
