Attachment To:


Toxic Hygiene: How Safe Is Your Bathroom

Curriculum created by Danielle Gray, Whatcom Community College
Introduction: Making Observations
In Class Viewing and Chat Room Discussion of “Project Prom”

Directions: As you watch the YouTube video clip from Teens for Safe Cosmetics, chat (in the chat-room below) with your colleagues about what you see. Specifically note:

1. First Impressions/Observations. What do you notice about this video? What stands out to you? Note as many details as possible.
2. Make Connections. After we watch the video a few times, what do you see in this "text" that reminds you of other texts we've read this quarter? 

3. In Depth Connections. Go back to the texts we’ve read this quarter and find quotes which remind you of something in the film “Project Prom.” Explain the connections you see between the film and these quotes. Post your findings to the chat-room as you discover them.
4. Dialogue with Peers. Respond to your classmate's comments in the chat as you type your own ideas to the conversation. Do you see the connections they are making? What can you add? What questions do you have? Let your peers’ thinking help guide your own thinking.
Teacher Notes on the Assignment

Having students talk as they watch the video in a chat-room allows them to actively view the video, and engage with each other’s ideas at the same time. As a starting place for writing, having students make observations of what they see, noting as much detail as possible, helps them later build on these observations to begin looking for patterns, connections, anomalies that will help them move toward analysis.  Chat-rooms produce nonlinear, and fast-paced conversations which are great for brainstorming or allowing multiple conversations to happen at the same time. It’s a great way to generate a fast set of collective impressions and notes. Some students may be put off by the pace, while others will immediately draw on the familiarity of instant messaging experience. 

The video “Project Prom” is created by young women working in the Teens for Safe Cosmetics coalition. The video, because it’s created by young people aimed at young people, is often a good choice for my composition classes because it doesn’t feel inaccessible or overly polished. In a generation of reality television watchers, this kind of film-clip carries a “realness” I’m hoping to establish in this sequence.

My goal is to help students see how the ideas we are exploring are present in their daily lives. Another bonus of this film-clip is short length. Being under five minutes, we can watch and re-watch the film several times in one class period to see information we might have missed in a first “reading.” One of the goals, in intro-level composition classes is to have students practice making connections between texts. For this reason, students practice connecting the film to themes or ideas in readings we’ve discussed earlier in the quarter. 

Instead of using the chat room while watching the film, students can take notes they will share with small groups.








