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How to Conduct Your Own Survey

1. Choose a research question that asks about a possible correlation between two variables. For example, does a college education make people more responsible about their energy use? In this example, college education is the “independent” variable (the one you suspect is the cause) and responsible energy use is the “dependent” variable (the one you suspect is the effect).
 

2. Choose a hypothesis. This is a statement about how you expect the variables to be correlated. Then create a survey of up to ten questions that allow you to measure each of your variables separately. For this example:

Hypothesis: I expect that college-educated adults are likelier than other adults to conserve energy.

Measure the independent variable with questions like these:  “What is the last degree that you earned?” or “Have you ever attended college? If so, how many credits?”

Measure the dependent variable with questions like these: “How often do you turn out the lights when you leave a room? Never, rarely, sometimes, usually, always.” And “How often do you drive a car alone, without passengers?” Never, rarely, sometimes, usually, always. Etc.

3. Give your survey to 25 people. (Obviously, your sample will not be random or stratified. That's ok because this is just an exercise. Get whoever you can to participate.)
 

4. Submit your Raw Data. This is the set of answers to each of your questions. But do not combine or analyze them in anyway yet! Report each answer for each person like this:

· Person 1: rarely, 3, no

· Person 2: often, 1, yes

· Person 3: sometimes, 4, no

· Etc. until Person 25.

