Investigation #3
The Hidden Costs of Resource Consumption
Investigation #3
The Hidden Cost of Resource Consumption  

		

Name ________________________________


Student Introduction and Instructions

Most of us take our technology seriously.  How could we possible do without our cell phones, our music players, our laptops!??  The very thought is incomprehensible to most people today.  We purchase new products as they come out and we want them and never really question our consumption.  There are many consequences to our use of minerals and metal resources.  Many (most?) of these consequences are negative and remain hidden from public view.  Resource consumption effects the environment, world economies, and the people where some of these resources are mined.  

You many have heard such terms as “blood diamonds”, “conflict minerals”, and “dirty metals”?  In this investigation, you will have the opportunity to learn a little about them.  You will view two short videos, do some independent research and respond to the questions that follow.

There will be a class discussion of your finding on the due date.  Please come prepared to participate.

 
Here are a few resources to get you started.  Following links at these websites will broaden your search:

From Mine to Mobile Phone: the Conflict Mineral Supply Chain
www.enoughproject.org/files/publications/minetomobile.pdf

Raising Hope for Congo: Conflict Minerals Initiative
www.raisehopeforcongo.org/content/initiatives/conflictminerals 

Conflict Minerals 101
http://planetgreen.discovery.com/work-connect/conflict-minerals-congo-act.html

Dirty Metals: Mining, Communities and the Environment
http://www.nodirtygold.org/dirty_metals_report.cfm

 

Conflict Minerals.  Watch the two videos linked here.  You will need an internet connection.

Congo’s Gold; 60-Minutes Segment (13 minutes long)
www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=5825990n 

Conflict Minerals:  Is there blood on your laptop, Time Magazine
http://www.time.com/time/video/player/0,32068,594243401001_2013170,00.html 


1. What is the definition of a “conflict mineral”?

2. What areas of the world today are considered conflict “areas”?

3. Summarize, briefly, what is happening in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Who is harmed the most by what is happening in the DNC?  Support your answer with reasoning.

5. Identify the four metals that are mined in the DRC.  What is each used for?

6. How much gold on the world market comes from DNR?  What is the US dollar value of this gold?

7. Are there alternative metals that could be used?  If so, identify them.

8. From the videos you watched and the research you did.  Describe the environmental impacts associated with mining in these conflict zones.  Are any of these costs passed on the consumer of the products made with the metals?

9. Discuss what you think is the best way for governments to address the conflict mineral issue.   Identify any specific actions that they could take to resolve the situation.  Is the U.S. government doing anything about the problem?

10. Discuss what you think is the best way for the electronics (and other) industry to address the conflict mineral issue.  Do you think they have a responsibility to take any action?  Or are they just in the business to make profit, no matter what?  Support your arguments. 

11. Discuss what you think is the best way for individuals to address the conflict mineral issue.  Is it important to you?  Why or why not?
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