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Student Handout
Grading Rubric

	Skill Demonstrated
	Exceeds expectations for college level work
	Meets expectations for college level work
	Does not meet expectations for college level work

	Introduction: 

· provides background and context for the topic

· includes a thesis

· lays out main points to be covered

· indicates why readers should care about the topic
	(8-6 pts.)
	(5-3 pts.)
	(2-0 pts.)

	Thesis: 

· is clear and focused

· indicates writer’s stance on the topic
	(5-4 pts.)
	(3-2 pts.)
	(1-0 pts.)

	Body: 

· explains clearly and thoroughly each of the main ideas
	(14-10 pts.) 
	(9-5 pts.) 
	(4-0 pts.)

	Counterargument(s): 

· acknowledges and refutes alternative stances on the topic
	(11-8 pts.) 
	(7-4 pts.) 
	(3-0 pts.)

	Organization: 

· follows an appropriate organizational scheme (e.g. least important to most important, etc.)
	(14-10 pts.) 
	(9-5 pts.) 
	(4-0 pts.)

	Supporting information: 

· examples from appropriate sources

· calculations
	(14-10 pts.)
	(9-5 pts.) 
	(4-0 pts.)

	Transitions: 

· moves the reader smoothly from one idea to the next
	(6-4 pts.) 
	(3-2 pts.) 
	(1-0 pt.)

	Conclusion: 

· presents final thoughts on the topic

· answers, “so what?” (in other words, why is this information important for the reader to know?)
	(11-8 pts.) 
	(7-4 pts.) 
	(3-0 pts.)

	References:

· proper and thorough
	(6-4 pts.) 
	(3-2 pts.) 
	(1-0 pt.)


