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Grading Criteria for College Essay
	Your Writing demonstrates ….(
_______________

For this concept (
	lack of understanding or inconsistent application 
	understanding & development of skill/concept
	mastery of concept/skill
	sophisticated and exceptional application of concept/skill

	Message
	Your message lacks in either clarity or complexity. I have trouble finding a clear message or your message is very general.
	I see a message that is potentially more complex than the one you articulated in your self-evaluation. Some elements may not contribute to message. Your message is clear, but could be explored from more angles to enhance complexity.
	Your message is clear & complex. All elements of the collage contribute to your message. Your self-evaluation articulates your message clearly and with appropriate complexity.
	Your message is insightful and authentic. It offers a fresh or unusual perspective on your theme. Your self-evaluation clearly articulates the development of your message. 

	Ideas and Details
	Your writing lacks a balance of ideas and details. (25% / 75%). There is more telling than showing, so the message is overly general or there are details without ideas to hold them together.
	You work to include both ideas and details in each of your elements. Some sections achieve a balance of ideas and details. Some details are mid-level abstraction and could be more concrete.
	Your elements all have a balance of ideas and details. Details are concrete and relevant to your ideas and overall message. Your ideas offer some complexity for your message.
	Each collage element is developed with concrete, vivid detail. Your ideas are insightful, complex, and engaging and advance your overall message. 

	Organization & Elements
	Your organization seems arbitrary or simplistic. I see little or no advancement of your message. I don’t have a sense of why one piece moves to the next. You don’t discuss the intent of your organization in your self-evaluation.
	I can follow the order of your ideas but the organization may feel flat; or you seem to be working toward dynamic interaction between elements, but I have trouble following. Your self-evaluation reflects an intention for order.
	Your organization is interesting and dynamic, yet easy to follow. You have a general sense of opening, body and closing for an intended effect. Your intention is clear in your self-evaluation.
	You have thought this through, experimented, and achieved dynamic interaction. Opening invites interest and suggests a message; Closing invites reflection. You discuss your organizational strategy in self-evaluation.

	Voice & Style
	The writer of this piece could be almost anyone. Word-choice and sentence structure are simple and/or bland. Words may be used inappropriately, or sentences lack structure or variety.
	Some elements express your authentic voice. Some vocabulary seems generic or artificial. Sentences are varied, and word-choice is appropriate for message.
	I can really hear you through this writing. Your voice sounds natural, not forced. You use vocabulary and sentence variety to effectively enhance the message.
	You experimented with and revised  your word choice and sentence styles to develop an authentic voice.  Language is used creatively and/or playfully to enhance message. 

	Format & Conventions
	Format doesn’t meet guidelines, or something is missing. Grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors are distracting.
	Format follows guidelines. I notice some common error patterns, but you edited with an eye for a polished product.
	Format is inviting. Sentences are clear, readable, and easy to follow. There may be occasional errors in conventions.
	Your format is inviting and creative. You have very few errors in grammar, punctuation, or spelling. 
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