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Grading Criteria 

	Letter Grade
	Percent
	Definition
	Discussion

	A

A-
	92-100

90-91
	Exemplary 
	The student’s work shows extra effort and reflects exemplary relevance to the learning objectives, incorporates treatment of elements beyond the scope of the class and required readings; demonstrates clear, correct, precise, and concise use of terms, concepts, principles and conventions; written work is highly and tightly organized and is grammatically correct; ideas, concepts and principles are presented in a consistent fashion; course work presents a personal position based on an integration of relevant and high quality references.

	B+

B

B-
	88-89

82-87

80-81
	Above Average
	The student’s work shows good effort and is directly linked to the learning objective; demonstrates that all aspects of the learning objective and all required readings have been dealt with; demonstrates correct and clear use of terms, concepts, principles, and conventions; written work shows evidence of structural and internal consistency and there are few grammatical errors; course work reflects a personal position based on a deep and thorough analysis of relevant references.

	C+

C

C-
	78-79

72-77

70-71
	Average
	The student’s work shows some effort and is somehow linked to the learning objective; demonstrates understanding of most elements of the learning objectives and readings; demonstrates precision in the use of current concepts, terms and principles but relevant conventions not always followed; elements are somehow linked together but reflect some inconsistency; written work shows minimal structural and internal consistency and there are several grammatical errors; course work presents a position supported by some analysis of relevant references.

	D+

D

D-
	68-69

62-67

60-61
	Below Average
	The student’s work shows little effort and is not necessarily related to learning objectives; course work partially reflects the various components of the learning objectives; learned concepts, terms, principles, and conventions are more or less used correctly; elements and ideas are presented in a disconnected, rather piecemeal fashion; written work shows little or no structural and internal consistency and there are many grammatical errors; course work presents a position highly dependent on a superficial analysis of references.

	F
	<60
	Failing
	The student’s work is largely unrelated to learning objectives; learned concepts, terms, principles, and conventions are rarely used correctly; elements and ideas are presented in a very disconnected fashion; written work shows no structural and internal consistency and consistently poor grammar; course work presents a position highly dependent on a trivial analysis of references.


Assessment of Specific Learning Outcomes

	Learning Outcome
	Possible Assessment

	Able to use and construct a dichotomous key such as those used to identify animals, 

plants, etc. in biological studies.
	

	Able to understand and properly use anatomical/scientific terminology.
	

	Able to relate anatomical structures of animal remains to the functional ecology of the living organism.
	

	Able to explain the roles of various organisms in a food web or energy pyramid and the possible effects of removing those organisms from the ecosystem.
	

	Able to explain how an organism’s place in a food web or energy pyramid can affect how various toxins accumulate in its body.
	

	Able to explain how exotic species get into an ecosystem, the effect(s) of exotic species in an ecosystem, and how/why control measures are used in an attempt to reduce or eradicate some exotic species.
	

	Able to address animal use from diverse perspectives such as harvest of native animals, introduction of exotics for the purpose of future harvest, animal production for human use, and animal rights as related to all of these.
	

	Able to relate all of the topics covered in TLA to the context of evolution.
	

	
	


Assessment of Outcomes Related to Sustainability

	Sustainability Learning Outcome
	Possible Assessment

	Knowledge of historical and current harvest of native species and the effects on populations.
	

	Knowledge of the effects of bycatch (incidental destruction and waste that occurs in harvest of animals for human use).
	

	Knowledge of the introduction and production/utilization of exotic species by man and the possible effects on ecosystems.
	

	Knowledge of the effects of toxins in the environment and our role in putting them there.
	


Assessment of Desired Gain of Skills and Habits of Mind

	Desired Skill or Habit of Mind
	

	Careful observation and recording of observations using appropriate terminology.
	

	Recognize and respect the beliefs or all others in the class (and groups not represented in the class) regarding use of native and exotic/produced species, incidental effects of animal harvest, and animal rights.
	

	Being aware of one’s place in the ecosystem and how one’s actions and activities affect other humans, other species, the ecosystem where they live, and the biosphere as a whole.
	


I often use the following rubric, Rubric for Evaluating Multimedia Presentation PowerPoint, by Carol Siwninski (available at Rubrician.com) for evaluating student PowerPoint presentations: 

Content - Writing 

	 10
	 All material is in publishable form; that is, it is thoroughly proof-read and without careless errors. (5=10, >10=5, >15=3)

	 8
	 All your information is well researched, well written, well organized and in your own voice.

	4
	 All flaws pointed out by the instructor and/or peer advisors in drafts have been corrected.

	10
	 Material shows strong understanding of major ideas and displays critical thinking in placement of text, sequencing of pages, and page composition.

	3
	 Presentation has a title page.

	5
	 Presentation has a bibliography which follows the MLA citation rules.


Content - Technical

	 9
	 The presentation includes a minimum of 10 slides.

	6
	The presentation includes a variety of text fields, graphics, sounds and transitions.

	6
	 The presentation has a professional look with an overall graphical theme that appeals to the audience, compliments the information, and each slide is visually neat incorporating a variety of layouts.

	6
	 Each slide uses text, graphics, sounds and transitions that communicate and compliment information being shared.

	6
	 The presentation visually depicts material and appeals to audience.


Communication

	 3
	 Did you use a different form to communicate to the group during your presentation other than simply screen reading?

	3
	 You used each slide as lead into the wealth of additional information you have on the topic.

	3
	 You maintained eye contact with group and modulated your voice in addition to your visual on-screen sharing.

	3
	 At conclusion of your sharing you checked for understanding via questions or oral quiz, etc.

	3
	 You utilized your allotted time effectively.


Technical Organization

	 4
	 You can access the GASFS server and have saved your presentation (website) in your personal folder. You have also made a backup copy of your presentation to assure against any disaster.

	4
	 Each member of the audience has been given a handout of your presentation which includes an area to take notes.

	4
	 An electronic form of your presentation has been given to your instructor through a folder which will be set up on the GASFS server by your instructor.


Total Points = 100 Content Writing 40

Content Technical 33

Communication 15

Technical Organization 12

