Attachment “A” To:

Virtues and Climate Change 

Curriculum created by Stephen Beck, The Evergreen State College

Student Handout

First Workshop on Virtues

Time: 60 minutes

Form a group of 4-5 students. Appoint a note-taker and a time-keeper.

I.  Individual Work (20 minutes)
1. Write a list of 8-10 people you admire for their characters (as opposed to their good fortune or their talents). These can be people you know personally, people you know of as public figures; they could even be historical figures or fictional characters. Try to make a varied list — write down people you admire for different reasons. 

2. Next to each person’s name, write one to three qualities of character that you admire in that person. Choose a single word for each quality. Some qualities may recur for more than one person, while others may show up only once. 

3. Now, just focus on the admirable qualities that you wrote next to each name. Make a new list, just of the qualities. List them in order of importance, as you see them. If you’re unsure which qualities are most important, look for how often they recur on your first list; also think about the role the qualities play in your admiration of the people you listed. If you think some qualities are equally important, then indicate that on your list. 

4. Review your list of qualities of character. Are there any important admirable qualities that are missing? If so, add them. 

5. If your list is very long, cut it down to no more than 12 by drawing a line. Above the line will be your most important admirable qualities of character — your List of Virtues. 

II. Group Work (40 minutes)
1. Read your Lists of Virtues to each other.  

2. After everyone has read, compare your lists. Look for repetition; look also for synonyms on different lists. Discuss whether some of the qualities are really the same. It should help if you talk about the qualities in connection with the people you admire who have those qualities. Finally, compare your lists by looking for similar rankings of importance.  

3. Start to compile a group list, and rank all of the virtues in order of importance. To do this, look for (1) how often a virtue shows up on different people’s lists, and (2) how important that virtue is on each person’s list. If there is one that is at the top of everyone’s list, then obviously it should be at the top of your group list. But life will probably not be that simple. If you decide that some virtues are of equal importance, indicate that. 

4. Cut off your list at 12 virtues. This will most likely mean leaving some people’s virtues off the list. The ones to leave off will hopefully be clear — for instance, ones that show up near the bottom on only one person’s list. 

5. Get a sheet of poster paper, and write your group’s List of Virtues, listed in order of importance. 

6. Now discuss the sort of person that this list describes. What sort of a life could a person with these virtues have? 

Rejoin the full class at the appointed time. Be prepared to present your poster and your answer to the final question.
