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Task: Write a 7-9-page essay that has for its focus a provocative question rather than a thesis; this question should pertain to sustainability in your community (details below).  This essay will explain to readers your process of “wallowing in the complexity” of a researchable issue that you have formulated as a question.    

Structure: For many, the structure of this piece is the most challenging because it asks you to put your good argumentative/thesis-driven skills on hold (save this for the final paper, the Proposal Argument) and to focus instead on your intellectual journey and process of discovery.  This is a narrative paper: an open-form paper with closed-form paragraphs; in other words, the whole paper is a narrative, first-person account of your research, but each paragraph needs the focus and structure of a topic sentence to guide the content of that paragraph.

Consider this assignment as Part I of II.  All of the research you do for this assignment will eventually lead you to your final paper, the Proposal Argument, which will ask you to offer a proposal or solution to the problem you are investigating in this Exploratory Essay.    

Selecting a Strong Focusing Question: As you begin the difficult task of brainstorming an interesting, challenging, and provocative question about sustainability, everyone will begin with the same basic question: How might (your city or town) function in a more sustainable manner?  From here, continue brainstorming by narrowing down the question into more specific topics about social equity, the environment, and economics.  Please refer to the “Getting Started” handout for help narrowing the scope of your question (attached to this document).  
Structural Requirements

Introduction: General information about your community and your initial personal reflections (limit this introduction to one page or less)

Questions to consider: When was your city first incorporated or established?  Geographic location?  Population?  Other interesting or noteworthy facts?  Prior to your investigation, what are your sentiments about the town you live in?  Do you believe your city is functioning in a manner that “meets the needs of the current generation without compromising the needs of future generations?”  How long have you lived in this place you are about to investigate? 

After your introduction, segue into your focusing question. Note: by the end of your research, you most likely will NOT come up with an answer to this question and that’s okay!  Remember, the point or purpose of this assignment, rather, is to wallow in the complexity of such a question. Also, in the process of research, your question may change slightly or narrow in scope, and that’s okay, too.

Body Paragraphs: After writing the focusing question, narrate your process of discovery (please see sample essay on pages 159-163 in the Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing, Concise).  Before you even begin to answer your focusing question, you will need to do some research on the topic.  For example, if your focusing question relating to social equity is: “How can my community help to combat homelessness?”,  you should begin your first body paragraph by discussing your initial research about homelessness; how many people in your community are currently homeless? What services are already in place?  Are these services working?  Why/why not?  

Details of the genre to remember:  The body of your paper should be a first-person, chronologically organized narrative account of your thinking process as you investigate your question through library research, interviewing people, and doing your own reflective, dialectic thinking.  In the past, students have found it helpful to consider each body paragraph as a “mini-summary/strong response” that includes an element of personal reflection.  In the midst of your narrative account, you will include short summaries of sources, short analyses of ideas in these sources, explaining their value to you, and short analyses of rhetorical features of your sources.  Consider answering questions such as: Where does each source lead you and leave you?  How has each source furthered your knowledge, left you with questions, pointed you to new investigations?  
Conclusion

Remember, at the end of this essay, you most likely will NOT arrive at a satisfactory solution to your question; therefore, a good way to conclude this paper would be to reflect upon this process.  Possible questions to consider: What have you learned that was most interesting, surprising, or concerning to you?  What area do you feel your community needs to improve upon the most?  What does your community seem to value the most?  What is considered “normal” in your community and did you find anything problematic about this notion of normalcy?      

Use of sources in MLA format
Learning how to effectively use and cite sources is an important part of this assignment. Before you begin researching, read Chapters 13 and 14 in the ABGW to better understand the rhetoric of websites and correct citation and documentation of sources.  You should plan to use between 6 and 10 sources for this paper, but sources MUST be evaluated for accuracy, relevancy, objectivity, timeliness, and coverage.  You are encouraged to use a range of sources such as books, newspaper articles, essays, as well films like The End of Suburbia.  Do take advantage of the library’s online databases.  This is a service that is free to you as a student and offers a wide selection of good material. 

Ideas from sources should be smoothly integrated into your pattern of ideas.  Follow MLA format for citing sources and for listing sources in a Works Cited page.  The most up-to-date explanations of how you cite different kinds of sources can be found in your Student Guide to Editing and Style and on Hacker’s online: http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/p04_c08_s1.html (Diana Hacker’s Guide to MLA Documentation)

Here are some hints to help as your begin to research:

· Visit your local library’s website.

· Try searching “town hall,” “city hall,” or “local government” in your area.    

· Calculate your family’s ecological footprint (you might consider this an average for a typical family in your area)

· Visit scorecard.org to see which companies are polluting your community

·              Interview people in your community (remember, these “sources” should appeal to ethos) 

Overall, this paper asks you to become a college researcher. This piece is primarily about you the researcher and your intellectual journey through your sources.  What is important in this essay is the quality of your exploration and the extent and depth of your dialectic thinking processes. Your goal is to show how you have mentally wrestled with your question and to demonstrate how your research process has helped shape your thinking about your question. 

Reminder: For a sample exploratory essay, see pages 159-163 in ABGW
