Attachment To:

Skeleton Keys: Bonified Biology


Curriculum created by J. Brian Hauge, Peninsula College
Exercise Four, Handout:
Exotic Species, Sustainability of Animal Use, and Animal Rights

To prepare for the final lecture in the Skeleton Keys Exercises, you (as individuals or groups of up to four) will need to spend some time conducting library/internet searches for: 

1) how exotic species get into an ecosystem and their possible effect(s) on the ecosystem and how/why control measures are used in an attempt to reduce or eradicate some exotic species

2) the pros and cons of harvesting native animals (including the effect of “bycatch”)

3) animal production for human use and/or introduction of exotic species for the purpose of future harvest.

4) animal rights as related to all of these

Each individual or group will present their findings in a short (approximately 8-10 minutes) PowerPoint presentation.  Following presentations, we will discuss how exotic species affect food webs and ecosystems, how and why native and exotic animals are harvested and effects this has on an ecosystem, and animal rights as related to use of native and exotic animals.  Again, the evolutionary significance of each of these topics should be addressed where possible.
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