Attachment “C”
Mapping Place, Writing Home: Using Interactive Compositions On & Off The Trail

Curriculum created by Kate Reavey, Peninsula College

Examples of published work students might consider for future creation of lit trips:
· Dan O’Brien’s Buffalo for the Broken Heart is an excellent choice, if a student would like to complete a “Google lit trip,” especially if s/he is interested in memoir. As a narrative, the book first suggests a kind of coming of age shape. This is interesting in its own right as O’Brien is middle aged when the story begins. However, as we proceed through the chapters, we learn that it is the land and the species that live on the land that are going through some coming-of-age or transformational changes, yet the rich complexity of the book arises in part because bringing the buffalo to graze is a return to what came before. So simultaneously the book moves forward and returns. Students may find that when they observe their own growth and intellectual discoveries, they look to some of what they previously sought to reject and begin to value it—such as their home culture or homeland—and begin to sustain those parts of themselves in their adult lives. The potential for layering various components of ecology are nearly limitless.

· One of the “Big Ideas” of sustainability studies that this activity seeks to embrace is the importance of human culture, and Louise Erdrich’s novels would also present excellent lit trip opportunities, one question being “What lasts?” We know, for example, that change is the only constant. However, we also know that for culture to be created, ideas/certain properties of language/customs/recipes for food/and other elements need to be “sustainable” even as they change. A novel that exemplifies the fact that sustainability does not mean “unchanging” is Erdrich’s The Painted Drum. In this story, even as things change, rituals and practices can return and/or continue, providing future generations with tools and knowledge to survive. 

· In terms of adaptability in the face of necessity, think “coyote” in the archetypal sense. S/he is adaptable and so very present in Native American stories. A student could follow coyote stories in a lit trip or mashup with the goal being a focus on adaptability and sustainable practices.

