Attachment To:

Twenty Miles From Tomorrow: Examining the Past, Present, and Future of the Lower Kuskokwim River Delta

Curriculum created by Lauren McClanahan, Western Washington University

Example of Student Work
Here is an example of a writing prompt designed by one of the pre-service teacher participants:

Writing Prompt
The weather may change with the seasons, but have you noticed differences in the environment from year to year? If so, what do you think causes these changes? If not, what types of things do you think could lead to environmental or climate changes?

*This prompt could take any form.  I agree that it shouldn’t feel like a term paper for the students, but I also like the idea of leaving it a bit open ended and encouraging creativity in expressing their ideas about climate change. We might give them a few suggestions, but I’d be interested to see how they respond if given some freedom.

Interview Questions for Family:

1. What has been the most significant change in the environment that you’ve noticed in your lifetime?

2. Have you heard stories from grandparents, great-grandparents, or anyone else in the community about the changing environment? If so, what did they talk about?

3. Should we be concerned about major changes in our environment?  What types of things might cause change?

Student Reflection

The following is a reflection of the project that a student wrote for Woodring’s Initiative for Sustainability Education (WISE) spring newsletter:
Although I was not quite sure what to expect when I joined the Alaska Project in the fall, I did not anticipate being moved so deeply by the experience and its implications for my future as a teacher…  [Our main] project was to design a prompt to elicit our partners’ perceptions of global climate change in rural Alaska.  Global warming clearly has immediate implications for a community that depends on fishing and hunting for its livelihood, and the thought that I put into the development of a prompt led me to realize that the rural village in which my partner lives will be one of the first communities affected by the actions of individuals living thousands of miles away.  It hardly seems fair that the population in Eek, Alaska will have to change their traditional hunting and fishing lifestyle as a result of the over-consumption and lack of concern for the environment on the part of industrialized nations and prosperous regions.  Such awareness is fodder for meaningful interaction and investigation in local classrooms, and provides a valuable opportunity not only for peer-to-peer virtual conversations, but for increasing environmental awareness and developing global citizenship through the integration of science and other disciplines within the filed of sustainability.  My work with the Alaska Project has generated a wealth of ideas for incorporating interdisciplinary studies of the environment and the trickle-down effects of global climate change on the social structures and economic disparities of communities worldwide.  What could be more valuable than fostering a sense of social and environmental responsibility in our students?  The futures of the students in Eek, Alaska, are the reason teachers need to ask this sort of question and develop a classroom climate in which critical thinking and global awareness are of utmost importance.
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