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Essay #2 Guidelines: A Sense of Place “Collage” 

The purpose of the collage essay is to give you an opportunity to explore a topic from a variety of angles, even if these aspects seem somewhat disconnected or fragmented. When finished, your collage should represent and articulate your unique sense of place with overlapping thematic elements.

“A collage in the original sense, as used by artists, is a picture produced not by painting or drawing but by pasting objects on the canvas – objects such as theatre tickets, bits of cardboard or tin colored paper. 

A written collage consists of separate, disconnected bits of writing rather than of one continuous piece.” 

Peter Elbow & Pat Belanoff. A Community of Writers: 1989.
Assignment Goal
A 4-5 page “collage” of your best “honest” writing related to the theme “A Sense of Place”, explored from a variety of angles. Readings, research, and reflection in journal writing will provide opportunities for you to explore a sense of place from multiple angles. In addition to responding to our readings, angles you might include are family history and personal connections to place; local knowledge or history of place; comparison between two places; discussion/analysis of your alienation from place; explanation of a newly emerging or a lost sense of place; and your place-dreams of the future. You will work on your writings to develop insights for your observations and vivid details for your ideas. You will organize the pieces so they work with each other in an interesting and coherent way. When finished, your collage will convey a unique message that you articulate in a self-evaluation.
Assignment Process
(This process is more recursive than it is linear)

· Write: Write daily on assigned topics to produce lots of “raw” writing through focused free-writing, reader-response writing, and self-reflective journal entries. In this part of the process, you may experience times when your writing “flows” and times when you feel stuck. The collage process only works if you’ve achieved some richness and honesty in your journal writes.
· Select: Review your journal writing and select your best pieces. Select pieces that are representative of a variety of angles on the topic, including responses to others and material from the mini-research assignment. 
· Type your best pieces. Leave out words, phrases, sentences or passages that don’t work for you. Create space between elements and use just one side of the paper. This is your rough draft that you will share with your seminar group in class.

· Write more if needed.
· Organize: Cut up your rough draft and arrange and rearrange collage pieces until you find an order that works. Follow your instincts for order here. Pay attention to the difference between ideas and details when organizing your pieces. Are there details from two different sections that fit together? Are there sections that flow well or fit nicely next to each other? Are there two pieces that offer an interesting contrast? At this point, you can still write more pieces if you need more angles or add detail to your pieces if you need more development. It’s important in this stage to cut out anything that doesn’t contribute to the message and unity of the piece.
· Edit & Polish: Type your collage according to the format guidelines. Pay attention to the structure of sentences and paragraphs, and edit for grammar and conventions to the best of your awareness/ability at this time. Give your collage a title; you wouldn’t name a baby “baby”, so don’t title your collage “collage”.
· Self-Evaluate: You will submit a self-evaluation of the collage and the process when you submit your final draft. Details of the self evaluation are on a separate assignment.

Format for Final Draft

Use this checklist before bringing assignment to class.
· One-inch margins on top and bottom and both sides of page.

· Leave spaces, or put in asterisks or other design features between elements of your writing to create the “collage” aspect of this piece.

· Put title information on first page, and use page numbers. See 13a in Easy Access.

· Give your essay an original title.

· Use MLA format for in-text citations and works-cited list.

· Staple items in this order:  1. Final draft, 2. Self-Evaluation, 3. Essay Grading Rubric, and 4. Rough Draft.
“Place is what takes me out of myself, out of the limited scope of human activity, but this is not misanthropic.  A sense of place is a way of embracing humanity among all of its neighbors.  It is an entry into the larger world” 


-- Robert M. Pyle (1996) 


One touch of nature makes the whole world kin 


- Shakespeare











