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The End of Suburbia Discussion Questions

1.  According to James Howard Kunstler: “In North America we’re going to have to downsize and downscale everything we do.  The way we deploy ourselves living in the landscape. The age of the 3,000 mile Caesar salad is coming to an end.”  What does Kunstler mean by “the 3,000 mile Caesar salad?”  What assumptions does he make here?  If we were to accept these assumptions, what does it say about American culture?  

2.  According to the speakers in this film, many Americans live with a sense of entitlement; do you agree with this argument?  What further evidence might you offer to support or reject this claim? 

3.  In the film we hear the claim, “Normal is living in suburbs.  Normal is consuming like there is no tomorrow.  It’s in everybody’s interest to maintain the façade that this way of life is normal.”  Please take a minute to comment on this idea.  To what extent do you agree or disagree with this claim?      

4.  Have you ever seen a mainstream media report on the problems with consumption and the suburban lifestyle?  If so, where?  If not, why not?

5.  Do you believe that most Americans are reluctant to change their lifestyles?  If so, why are Americans reluctant to change?

6.  What questions does this film raise for you about your own neighborhood?        (Refer back to your free-writing reflections)

