Spring 2015 Elective: Climate Justice
Sem 2 E3107, Monday, 6–10 PM, 4 credits
Shangrila Joshi Wynn
Lab I 2024, 867-6505, wynns@evergreen.edu
Office hours: Thursday 10 am-noon or by appointment
Program Description 

'Climate justice’ has become the dominant discourse among civil society groups that have mobilized around and beyond UN climate talks over the last decade. But what exactly does it mean, and what are its implications for ongoing climate negotiations, policy-making, as well as our life-style choices as citizens in a diverse and unequal world? 
This program will introduce students to academic, policy and activist communities of practice that engage in various ways with the ‘climate justice’ discourse. We will take a multidisciplinary critical social science approach drawing from ongoing discussions in various disciplines including human geography, international relations, political philosophy and sociology to unpack the complex and multifaceted discourse of climate justice. The environmental justice movement and associated scholarly literature will provide the theoretical basis for our explorations. A key underlying theme will be to examine the synergies and tensions or contradictions undergirding the different approaches to climate justice.
We will begin with a brief introduction to key concepts and debates in the emerging field of environmental justice, and situate this work within the broader social and cultural movement against various forms of oppression. We will then read and discuss writings applying equity and justice considerations to the ongoing UN climate policy framework and associated politics. Mirroring the movement within the environmental justice literature from a predominantly distributive approach to a more radical political economy approach, we will read and discuss a wide range of scholarly and activist writings advocating for climate justice within this spectrum focusing on North-South and class dimensions, but also engaging in various degrees with dimensions of indigeneity, race, and gender. 
Learning Objectives

This elective offering has the following objectives for student learning:

· To develop a sophisticated understanding of the complexities and the multi-faceted nature of the social dimensions of climate change 
· To develop the critical theoretical tools to evaluate the effectiveness of various solutions proposed to combat climate change and climate inequities in a global context
· To understand the reasons behind the impasse in ongoing international climate negotiations
· To evaluate the merits and limitations of specific framings of climate justice and to be able to articulate verbally and in writing your own scholarly position within the context of contemporary discussions

· To engage in reflexive critique of mainstream environmentalism’s blind spots in terms of race, class and gender privilege / oppression
· To synthesize and integrate classroom learning with lived experience and other learning in the ‘real world’

· To continue to develop skills to articulate a research question and to produced a coherent and well-organized scholarly literature review paper with a clear thesis
· To continue to develop public speaking and leadership skills through oral presentations of research and facilitation of seminar discussion
Reading Materials:

The following three texts are required reading. They are available at the Greener Bookstore. Other readings will be made available as PDFs or links on Moodle.
1. Dead Heat: Global Justice and Global Warming by Tom Athanasiou and Paul Baer, 2002, Seven Stories Press
2. This Changes Everything by Naomi Klein, 2014, Simon and Schuster
3. 
The Global Fight for Climate Justice, 2010, edited by Ian Angus, Resistance books

Format:

This class will largely follow a seminar format, supplemented by brief lectures and workshops. Rich seminar discussions are only possible when students come to class with assigned readings completed. Please make sure to come to class having read all the assigned reading material, and prepared to contribute your critical reflection, analysis and questions for seminar discussion. Ideas and opinions should always be shared and expressed in a manner that is respectful to all present in the classroom. If a student feels slighted during a classroom discussion, please bring it to my attention as soon as possible. Any student experiencing difficulty with the class for any reason, including due to a disability, should get in touch with me as soon as possible so that appropriate arrangements can be made in advance. 
As in ESS, students will also take turns facilitating seminars. A sign-up sheet will be circulated during the first day of classes. Student pairs can decide whether you want to co-facilitate a set of readings or split up the material to facilitate seminar discussion individually. Please note that student-led seminar will be followed by instructor led discussion. Student facilitators should communicate your facilitation agenda – including which reading materials will be focused on – with me by the end of the weekend before class to enable me to plan accordingly.
Student Assessment:

In addition to seminar participation, student learning will be assessed through the following assignments: 5 journals, workshop assignments (including mock negotiations position paper home-work assignment), a take-home essay exam, and a research paper. All written work for this program should be handed in a portfolio at the end of the term.
The journals are brief reflective summaries (~1-2 double-spaced pages) based on a week’s assigned readings. Students are expected to turn in 5 journals based on your choice of week/topic (any week except first and last). You are expected to submit your journal on the day class meets to discuss the material. In each journal, you are expected to synthesize and summarize the key ideas from the week’s readings, followed by a critical reflection on how they contribute to your understanding of climate justice, focusing specifically on the week’s topic. The critical reflection could take the form of a critique, a comparison with another set of readings, relevant news article, elaboration of a theoretical concept using a real-world example or lived experience, unanswered questions raised by the reading, etc. 
The take-home essay exam will consist of 2-3 essay questions. You will be expected to demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the course material, as well as the ability to critically evaluate and synthesize material in your answers. Outside sources may be consulted – but are not required – to answer them. When outside sources are used, they must be properly cited. You are encouraged to draw on your journals to write your essays.
Your research paper will give you an opportunity to apply critical social science theoretical perspectives learned in the program to thoroughly examine a substantive question related to climate justice, or the social dimensions of climate change more broadly. There will be several deadlines for different segments of this assignment, including paper proposal, annotated bibliography, first draft and final draft. The final paper should be within the range of 10-15 double-spaced pages excluding bibliography and images, tables, etc.. You should expect to consult a minimum of 10 peer-reviewed journal articles in the area of your chosen topic. Students will have an opportunity to review a peer’s work and will have their work reviewed by a peer as well as the instructor. Please take advantage of the graduate writing tutor to get help with editing your paper before turning in the first complete draft. Students will present the key findings of your research during the last week of classes in a 10-12 minute presentation. 

Tentative Schedule

(Subject to Revision; check Moodle for most up-to-date syllabus at any given time)
	Week
	Topic 

Agenda
Readings Due
	Assignment Due

	Week 1:

Monday

March 30, 2015
	What is Climate Justice?
Introductions, Syllabus review and discussion, Seminar logistics
Film and discussion: The Wisdom to Survive: Climate Change, Capitalism and Community

	

	Week 2:

Monday

April 6, 2015
	Situating (Environmental) Justice in an Anti-oppression Framework

Workshop: Paper Proposal Peer Feedback
Readings:
Browse: Mohai et al, 2009. Environmental justice. 

Shue 1999. Global Environment and International Inequality.

Kurtz, 2009. Acknowledging the racial state: An agenda for environmental justice research

Buckingham and Kulcur, 2009. Gendered geographies of environmental justice

McKintosh 1989. White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Backpack

Gay, 2014. White messiah complex

Solnit, 2014. Call climate change what it is: violence

	Paper Proposal Due

Attend Day of absence April 8/ Day of presence April 10 events

	Week 3:

Monday

April 13, 2015
	UN Climate Policy and Politics
Day of Absence / Day of Presence debrief

Workshop: Mock UN Climate Negotiations on Fair Burdensharing
Readings:

Athanasiou and Baer (entire book)

Rice, 2009. North-South Relations and the Ecological Debt.

Joshi, 2013. Understanding India’s Representation of India’s Climate Politics

Ziser and Sze, 2007. Climate change, environmental aesthetics, and global environmental justice cultural studies.

	Position paper due

	Week 4:

Monday

April 20, 2015
	Equity and Justice Dimensions of Global Climate Negotiations
Workshop: Evaluating competing notions of equity and justice 
Readings:

Shue, 1995. Ethics, the environment and the changing international order.

Shue, 2009. Historical Responsibility. 
Baer et al, 2009. Greenhouse development rights: A proposal for a fair global climate treaty.

Bell, 2008. Carbon justice? The case against a universal right to equal carbon emissions. 

Olson, 2014. Whose voices matter? Gender inequality in the UNFCCC
	Annotated Bibliography Due

	Week 5:

Monday

April 27, 2015


	Unpacking Climate Solutions: AB 32, CDM, REDD+, and Adaptation
Workshop: Reforming solutions to make them more equitable
Readings:

Bond, 2011. Emissions Trading, New Enclosures and Eco-Social Contestation.

Okereke and Dooley, 2010. Principles of justice in proposals and policy approaches to avoided deforestation: Towards a post-Kyoto climate agreement

Suiseeya and Caplow, 2013. In pursuit of procedural justice: Lessons from an analysis of 56 forest carbon project designs

Barrett, 2012. The necessity of a multiscalar analysis of climate justice
London et al, 2013. Racing climate change: Collaboration and conflict in California’s global climate change policy arena
Browse: Angus Part 5.

	

	Week 6:

Monday

May 4, 2015
	Beyond Distributive Justice: Climate change and capitalism
Workshop: Reform vs Radical transformation

Reading:
Klein, Entire book
	

	Week 7:

Monday

May 11, 2015
	Climate Justice From Below: From Positions to Interests?
Workshop: Mock Climate Negotiations Round 2 

Readings:
Monbiot, 2015. Keep fossil fuels in the ground to fight climate change
Angus, Part 6, 7 and 8
	Complete First Draft of Paper Due


	Week 8:

Monday

May 18, 2015
	Evaluating the Climate Justice Movement: North-South, Race, Class and Gender
Workshop: Connecting theory and practice: From critique to solutions?
Film and discussion: Occupy Love

Readings: 

Salleh, 2011. Cancun and after: A sociology of climate change.

Gaard, 2015. Ecofeminism and climate change
Smith, 2014. Why the climate movement must stand with Ferguson.

Warner, 2014. White savior industrial complex? To volunteer or not

Cardona, 2015. The star studded white savior industrial complex in Haiti

	(Typed) Peer Review of First Draft Due


	Week 9:

Monday

May 25, 2015
	Holiday

No Class

Potluck dinner at Shangrila’s place on Saturday, May 23
	

	Week 10:

Monday

June 1, 2015
	Paper presentations and wrap-up
	Final Paper and Portfolio due
Take home exams due Friday, June 5 on Moodle


