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Check List for English l02

  Rough Draft & Final Research Papers: MLA format! 


Please attach the following list to your rough draft and final paper.  Check with one color for rough draft and a different color for final. Be certain you do each step before you check it off.
___ My paper has 8-9 pages of text, correlated with ten credible sources which constitute my Works Cited page.

___ I introduce my source the first time I’ve used it.  For example:  According to Jason Whitely, a Cal Tech Engineering professor, “helicopter engineering is irreparably flawed.” (206)  I would then turn to the Works Cited page and look at Whitely, Jason (alphabetized) for title of article, etc.  If you do not have a page number, use last name to frame the quote or paraphrase (Whitely)

___ I've noted credentials of author when possible, particularly for my most important support.

___ I have used a standard type-face like New Times Roman, and I’ve double-spaced the entire paper, including the Works Cited page.

___   If a quotation runs to more than four lines, I’ve indented 10 spaces and not used quotation marks as I would with a short quotation. 

​​​​
____ Paraphrases are in my own words, as are summaries.  I have read and understand pp. 382 – 385 on plagiarism.

___ My paper includes at least two peer-reviewed journal articles among my works cited and one other professional journal like 

CQ Researcher.

___ I have used books by at least two credible authors.

___ I have used a minimum of two credible websites. Google Scholar and Amazon.com, A9 are helpful.  Look for professional agency, university affiliations, etc.

___ I know I may use only one interview in text and citations.

___ I used one inch margins all around and have double-spaced everything.  If my margins are not accurate, I've photocopied the text to ensure that margins are one inch.

___ I have a one declarative sentence thesis or claim by end of my third paragraph. 









___ My thesis has been "proven" on the basis of solid sources, sources introduced (eg. According to . . .,  On the other hand, Abt maintains . . .) and framed ( . . . in the next century (208).”

___ 
I used a proper heading and title (See model MLA paper in textbook) and I affixed a paperclip in the left hand corner.

___ My last name appears in upper right-hand corner of each page including page 1 and at the top of Works Cited page.

___ The words Works Cited are centered on final page; Works Cited items are alphabetized by author where possible, but by article title if no author is given.

___ There is correlation  of each item on the Works Cited page with the paraphrase or quotation in the body of my paper.

___After the first line of each citation on my Works Cited page, I've indented 5 spaces. Items are not numbered!

___ I've followed MLA form for attributing. eg.  (97)  or (Jones 97)  or (Jones),if from a website or downloaded article)  If no author name is available on website, I've used full title of web site, and the article title appears in alphabetized format on the WC page..

___ I've studied pages 29 – 30, 372 – 405 in our text carefully.

___ The words "I" and "you" do not appear in my paper (except perhaps in a quotation.)

___ My right-hand margins are never “justified.” Left-hand margins are justified, and headings are bolded and on the left margin.

___  All book, journal, magazine, newspaper and movie titles are underlined throughout my paper; essay and poem titles are in quotation marks: eg. “The New Legalism” in Newsweek.

___ My transitions (signal phrases) between paragraphs do give direction to the reader.  eg. "On the other hand, . . ."  "Secondly . . ."

___ Ebsco and Proquest citations are in the correct form for citing electronic sources (See Centralia College Library site under MLA; click on Citing Electronic Sources)  

___ I have proof-read the first and final drafts out loud several times off- machine.

___ I am proud of the paper I've written.

