CASE STUDY CARD
Tuvalu (Tuvalu)
Average Country Footprint = 0.06 metric tons[footnoteRef:1] [1: Data from https://knoema.com/atlas/Tuvalu/CO2-emissions-per-capita Tuvalu was not included on the data set from The Guardian that the other per capita estimates are based on.  However, the country has set a goal to become completely carbon neutral by 2020.] 
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Tuvalu Family Wades Through Rising Sea Water.  Photo by Panos/J. Carlin.
http://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2009/12/4b264c836/pacific-islanders-face-reality-climate-change-relocation.html

Losi and her family live on the main island of Funafuti, in the country of Tuvalu, a Pacific Island Nations just north of Figi.  The family consists of herself, her husband, their three children, and her sister.  They live in a small, open house on stilts, which often stands in the water at high tide.  They can plug into electricity (when available) but do not have air conditioning or potable running water.  Because salt water has seeped into the local well, rain water is collected for drinking.  If there is not enough, it is supplemented by water that is flown in from New Zealand.

Since the main island has a paved road, there are some people who drive cars, and many have motor bikes.  However, as the island is not very big, most local travel is by foot.  People also travel by canoe and motorboat to nearby islands and around the island when they are fishing.

Traditionally (and not surprisingly) Tuvaluans have primarily subsisted on local fish, caught in the reef that surrounds the islands.  Seafood is supplemented by food grown in gardens, especially pulaka (a kind of taro – a root vegetable) and coconut.  Bananas and papayas are also grown, and some people have chickens.  
However, in recent years, it has become necessary to import more and more food.  In fact, recent reports suggest that up to 80% of the food on Tuvalu is brought in from Figi, New Zealand, or Australia, on a cargo ship that arrives each month.[footnoteRef:2]  The cargo ship carries also brings other supplies that cannot be produced on the islands. [2:  The Guardian.  2011.  “Warming Oceans and Human Waste Hit Tuvalu’s Sustainable Way of Life.”  https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/mar/04/tuvalu-sustainable-way-of-life-disappears ] 
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The islands of Tuvalu do not rise high above sea level.  Image by INABA Tomoaki 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ist4u/5685924064/

[bookmark: _GoBack]Climate change is affecting the people of Tuvalu in a number of ways.  The rising tides and increased floods are perhaps the most obvious.  Since the highest point on the islands is only about 13 feet above sea level, even small sea level rise can lead to dramatic change.  Many fear that the islands will cease to exist in the next generation, and parents are already making plans to send their children to New Zealand or other countries when the islands become uninhabitable.  However, change is affecting the islands in less obvious ways as well.  As the sea bubbles up through the coral ground, it gets into the ground water and into the gardens, where the salination pollutes the drinking water and kills the plants.  In addition, the warming waters are affecting the fish that locals can catch.  This small island country has made a name for itself as ‘ground zero’ for climate change, and, in an effort to make some difference, the government has made an effort to reach zero emissions per capita by 2020.  Although there are challenges, solar technologies and composting toilets are helping them to achieve their goals, but the population is so small, it will likely have little impact on the global climate.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  This description is based on research by Heather Lazrus.  (See Lazrus, Heather. 2009. “The Governance of Vulnerability: Climate Change and Agency in Tuvalu, South Pacific.”  In Anthropology and Climate Change: From Encounters to Actions, edited by Susan Crate and Mark Nuttall, pgs. 240-249. Walnut Creek, CA: Left Coast Press.)    For more information, there are also some documentaries on Tuvalu: “The Disappearing of Tuvalu: Trouble in Paradise” (2004) and “Atlantis Approaching” (2006).] 
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