CASE STUDY CARD
United States (Iñupiaq)
Average Country Footprint = 19.78 metric tons[footnoteRef:1] [1: Data from https://www.theguardian.com/environment/datablog/2009/sep/02/carbon-emissions-per-person-capita Note that this is the average for the entire country of the United States.  I was unable to find a number looking at Alaska specifically or the Native peoples of Alaska in particular.  If you find data on this, please let me know!] 
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Iñupiaq Woman Drying and Curing Meat.  Photo by Emily Mesner
https://www.nps.gov/cakr/learn/historyculture/subsistence-in-cape-krusenstern.htm

Rita and her family live in the northwestern Alaska.  The family consists of herself, her husband, and their two children, her husband’s parents, her sister, her sister’s child, and an elderly uncle.  They live in a three-room prefabricated frame house that was originally built in the 1970’s.  There is no running water or sewage.  The family collects ice to melt for drinking water and uses an outhouse.  Heating oil is imported from the mainland.  

There is only one truck in the village.  People travel on ski mobiles and motorized boats as well as the traditional dog sleds and kayaks.  If it is necessary to travel longer distances, there is a runway near the village where small planes can take off and land.  Gasoline to run the motorized vehicles is imported from the mainland.

Approximately three quarters of the food eaten in the village comes from traditional subsistence practices.  People hunt seal and whale and also fish in the oceans.  On land, they hunt caribou, collect seabird eggs, and gather berries.  Seal oil is prepared and used as a dipping sauce, and meat is dried and stored throughout the year.  Any products that cannot be locally hunted or gathered are imported from the mainland, but these are usually very expensive.

Traditionally, clothing items were also made from sealskin, and many women today still make these traditional clothes.  However, other clothing items are imported, along with everyday household products like pots and pans.  Guns and gun shells for hunting as well as motors and other necessities are also imported, usually by boat.

[image: http://i.huffpost.com/gen/2370076/original.jpg]
Erosion is leading to the collapse of houses in Shishmaref, Alaska.  
Image by Gabriel Bouys/AFP/Getty Images
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/12/14/shishmaref-alaska-climate-change-relocation_n_6296516.html

[bookmark: _GoBack]Due to a phenomenon known as ‘polar amplification,’ the Iñupiaq, along with other Arctic peoples are experiencing serious effects of climate change sooner than much of the rest of the world.  The warming temperatures are making it much more difficult to practice traditional hunting strategies, which require the hunter to travel the ice sheets and take advantage of the cold. What’s more, increase of temperature in the Arctic is leading to large floods and the loss of land through rapid erosion.  The village where Rita and her family lives is literally disappearing under their feet.  The community has voted to move the entire village to a safer location, but it is not clear when and how that can be done.  No matter what else happens, they still want to remain in their traditional lands and maintain their cultural traditions.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  This description is based in large part on descriptions from the ethnography “Fierce Climate, Sacred Ground,” by Elizabeth Marino.  
Marino, Elizabeth.  2015. Fierce Climate, Sacred Ground: An Ethnography of Climate Change in Shishmaref, Alaska. Fairbanks: University of Alaska Press.] 
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