CASE STUDY CARD
Bolivia (Aymara)
Average Country Footprint = 1.38 metric tons[footnoteRef:1] [1: Data from https://www.theguardian.com/environment/datablog/2009/sep/02/carbon-emissions-per-person-capita Note that this is the average for the entire country of Bolivia, including upper class residents in cities with a carbon footprint which is much closer to the average American’s.  A family like Kristina’s would have an even smaller carbon footprint than this average suggests.] 
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Aymara Woman and Child.  Photo by Jennifer Zovar

Kristina and her family live in the Bolivian altiplano.  The family consists of herself, her husband, and their four children.  They live in a small adobe mudbrick house with several outbuildings in a small village.  There is no electricity.  The house is heated by a small fire, and water is hauled from the nearby creek or the village spigot.  

No one in the village owns a car.  Most local travel is by foot or bicycle.  If it is necessary to travel to the city for medical attention, temporary jobs, or supplies, Kristina will travel in a crowded bus, which takes three hours to traverse a dusty dirt road.

The community where Kristina lives is a farming village.  People grow potatoes and quinoa and tend large herds of llama, along with sheep and the occasional pig, cow, and chicken.  People occasionally fish from a nearby lake.  The average meal consists of locally sourced potatoes and llama.  Field cheese and eggs are served sparingly.  Other products, including choklo (a large variety of corn) and coca (for teas and ritual/medicinal purposes), are imported from the eastern Yungas region (at a lower altitude).  These, along with bottled drinks and relatively rare processed foods, can usually be purchased at local weekly markets or from a trip into the city.

Most clothing, paper goods, and other products (including medicinal and ritual goods) are also purchased from local village markets or from the city.  Many products are produced in China or other countries and imported to South America.  Some second-hand goods that have been donated or discarded by North American consumers end up being resold in the markets here.
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Lake Poopo (Bolivia) in 1986 and 2016.  Image from National Geographic
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/01/160121-lake-poopo-bolivia-dried-out-el-nino-climate-change-water/

The village’s water supply is fed by glacier melt, and in recent years there has been less and less.  The glaciers have visibly risen over the last few years and many lakes, like Lake Poopo (above) have completely dried up.  Villagers are finding it difficult to access enough water to attend to their needs.  Many villages, especially villages that have traditionally depended on fishing, are being abandoned as people like Kristina move to the cities to find work.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  This description is based on personal experiences of Jennifer Zovar, living and working in the Bolivian altiplano.  “Kristina” and the village are intended to represent specific people or places, but rather the aggregate experience of so many in the Bolivian campo.  ] 
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