Attachment “A”

Building A Public Knowledge Base: The Wikicadia Node Assignment


Curriculum created by Todd Lundberg, Cascadia Community College
Sample Assignment

Thayer Seminar

Phase 1

You will need to print out this document and the lecture on seminaring.  Before you attempt to contribute to the seminar, read the lecture so that you understand how to contribute; in fact, you will need a copy of lecture and this assignment in front of you as you do the seminar.  You will notice that contributions take place in “rounds.”  

For this assignment begin a “seminar” on Robert Thayer’s introduction to “LifePlace”
 the appropriate discussion board (you will belong to one of several seminar groups; to gain credit for this assignment, you must contribute to your group’s seminar). In this phase of the seminar, each group member should take at least two complete “turns” (as a “turn” is defined in the lecture on seminars) and those “turns” should focus on different sections of Thayer’s chapter.  Each turn will be a new thread.  You may draw ideas for this turn from your journal and from earlier Thayer discussions, but plan on investing some new energy in this thinking.  Here is what each turn will involve (I am reproducing the seminar lecture here).

Taking Seminar Turns in a Threaded Discussion

Turn 1, Step 1: What does the text say? You can’t read to your group members so you will need to make a posting titled “Seminar Turn 1” (you will each take at least two “turns”; a group of six seminar members will produce six “Seminar Turn 1” postings and six “Seminar Turn 2” postings).  The first part of each “turn” that you initiate will be a direct quote of part or all of the passage you are interested in (along with a description of where the passage occurs so that your group mates can find the passage in its context).

Turn 1, Step 2: What does the text mean? After citing (and putting in context) your passage, you will explain the passage in your own words.  This works just like a face-to-face seminar.  You may focus on specific words from the passage or connect the passage the writer’s claim or purpose.  You may wonder about what the passage means.  You may explain your response to the passage.  Whatever you do, you must launch this second move in your turn from the language in the passage (and not from your vague memory of what the writer may have written).

Turn 1 Step 3: Why is this point important?  As the final move in your “turn,” offer your evaluation or analysis of, or your reaction to the idea that you teased out of the passage in the previous step.  This final move gives him/her a chance to make some personal connections to what he/she has read and try to make use of the ideas he/she has noticed and explained.

Phase 2

Before you attempt to complete your contribution to our Thayer seminar, review the lecture on seminaring so that you understand how to contribute; in fact, you will need a copy of the lecture and assignment in front of you as you finish the seminar.  Your assignment in this phase of the seminar is to make at least one reply to each turn taken by each other member of your seminar group.  Again, I will reproduce the lecture on replying to seminar turns.

Responding to the Seminar Turns of Others in an Online Discussion

1. Read the “turn” posted by a group mate and any associated replies (if there are any).  Reply to the turn in some detail, perhaps explaining (these are just ideas)

· how you understand the passage being discussed

· how you respond to the passage and ideas raised by your group mates

· what passages you are aware of that relate to the passage and ideas under discussion

· what passages seem to offer more ideas about the writer’s purpose in the passage under discussion

· how the passage under discussion seems to relate to the writer’s overall purpose in writing

2. Finish your response by making note (perhaps in your journal) of new ideas that this turn raised for you.

3. Extra Credit.  A 5-point bonus is available to any group member who offer a synthesis of the ideas raised in one thread after all group members have replied (draft your synthesis as “Journal Entry 4”).  This synthesis should pull together the important new ideas raised in the interaction and post those ideas as a reply to the original “turn” (in this case, the person who initiated the turn is replying to him or herself).

After you have completed your participation in the seminar, write “Journal Entry 5”.  I will include that entry here and in the “Assignments” folder so that no one misses it.

Journal  Entry 5:  In preparation for the Thayer seminar, you took notes and wrote “Entry 3”.  As you finished off your “turns” in the Thayer Seminar, you developed a synthesis of the ideas your seminar group raised in response to your thinking about a couple passages in the essay (“Entry 4”). Your notes, journal entry, and seminar synthesis should begin to offer you ideas that you could write about.  For this entry, describe your participation in these activities (note taking, journaling, and seminaring) and speculate about how these activities are or are not preparing you to write in response to the ideas that Thayer raises.
	Evaluative Criteria for Seminar Turns and Replies

	4
	3
	2
	1

	· a clear interpretation of seminar steps

· creative, provocative, concrete, and self-consistent comments

· detailed observations and suggestions about the relation between passages and the writer’s own thinking
· respect for other writer’s purpose and ideas
	· a concrete and self-consistent interpretation of the seminar

· focused and detailed comments

· some over-generalization about relations between passages and the writer’s own thinking
· respect for other writer’s purpose and ideas
	· a general and sometimes inconsistent interpretation of the seminar

· vague comments

· frequent over-generalization and limited response to passages or specific ideas
· awareness of other writer’s purpose and ideas
	· a vague and inconsistent interpretation of the seminar

· few or no references to the source or the ideas of others

· consistent over-generalization
· little awareness of or respect for other writer’s purpose and ideas


� The term LifePlace was introduced by Robert Thayer, Jr. in his book “LifePlace: Bioregional Thought and Practice”, University California Press, 2003.





