Attachment “B”
Building A Public Knowledge Base: The Wikicadia Node Assignment


Curriculum created by Todd Lundberg, Cascadia Community College

Building a Public Knowledge Base: The Wikicadia Node Assignment

ENG 102 Midterm Presentation

Background Reading.  Course reading and writing.

Task: We are going to contribute to a course wiki that will serve our local communities as a knowledge base. This work will be published on the Wikicadia, a Wetpaint wiki managed by Cascadia faculty.  As a member of a small group, you will play the role of knowledge base developer and wiki author and manager.  According to Wikipedia (probably currently the best known wiki), a wiki is “a type of website that allows the visitors themselves to easily add, remove and otherwise edit and change some available content, sometimes without the need for registration. This ease of interaction and operation makes a wiki an effective tool for collaborative authoring.”  Your job is to help to create a site that will aid citizens on the north shore of Lake Washington (though you may decide to narrow in on a more specific audience anywhere in the world) to understand aspects of their bioregion.  You have been writing about bioregion from a number of points of view; for this project, you will need to think very locally.  More specifically, you will

a) introduce a specified audience (you will need to submit a press release for that audience and invite at least one member to join Wikicadia) to a substantive, specific, and contestable claim/question about 

1) how a bioregion is sustaining, might sustain or is failing to sustain some human future

2) how humans are living sustainably, might live sustainably, or are failing to live sustainably in some LifePlace 

b) provide participants a context for thinking about the claim/question

c) help the audience see connections between the claim/question and topic area and their own future

I will be particularly interested to see how you can put into use the ideas developed by the writers that we have been reading and the essays we have been writing.  But as you can see from the rubric, a wiki is not simply a batch of essays published online.  Rather, a wiki is a place where people seeking to build fuller knowledge come to be informed, inspired, and directed to better information.  Wiki readers may or may not be essay readers.  They are not teachers considering what grade you deserve.  Rather they are real people who, in our case, want to understand their own LifePlace.  On your Wikicadia node, your group must create

1. a home page that draws your readers to your topic and claim/question

2. additional pages that guide readers in exploring your topic by offering

a. links to local groups connected to the LifePlace you consider

b. relevant images of that LifePlace

c. firsthand stories about that LifePlace

3. a page that offers some reflections about trends in the health of the bioregion on which you focus

4. a source list that provides background information and a critical vocabulary for engaging your topic and claim/question

5. contributions to the Wikicadia “About Us” page

I will establish a Blackboard group site for your group; I will also contribute to your Wikicadia site.  You can find your way to our wiki site through the External Links area.  

Purpose: Our knowledge base will serve a two-fold purpose.  First, it will provide an opportunity for a meaningful discussion of issues of real importance to students, teachers, and other people concerned with the health of places around the “Northshore”.  We are working in a loose consortium of learners and teachers around the Puget Sound and western Washington and, I suppose, around the world.  Robert Thayer noted in a 2004 books the growth of groups seeking to “relocalize,” to understand where they live so that they can live more sustainably.  As part of a Washington Center initiative, we will actively become more aware of a set of concepts including bioregion, health of systems, basic human needs, consideration of systems in local contexts, and ecological citizenship (this initiative, in the spirit of David Orr, aims to produce students who are ecologically competent).  We will also practice a set of skills, some of which may seem new to you but all of which match up with the outcomes for English 102: ability to listen to other voices, ability to work collaboratively, ability to cope with complexity, ability to act as a citizen.  With this knowledge and these skills, you and your group stand a better chance of being able to present meaningful information and to scaffold a public discussion of a topic.  Your second purpose is a little less global and a bit more familiar: your contributions to the Wikicadia will give you a chance to perform in public the knowledge that you have developed in the class; you will reveal what you have learned from class readings and what you can do with sources, paragraphs, and sentences.

Wiki Topics:  As a class, we will decide which topics to develop.  You may have an option of contributing further to an existing wiki node.

Audience: You are developing a knowledge base for any interested surfer, but these surfers will be able to challenge and even revise your contributions.

Rhetorical and Practical Concerns

· Work well with your group.  We will once again assess our interactions; group members who sit on the margins will receive a prorated grade.

· Develop clear and compelling materials for the wiki.  Wikis allow composers to create hypertexts full of images and other media.  A set of mandatory pages are listed above. As you build your site, keep the assignment and rubric in sight since these documents identify the qualities your materials will need to exhibit.

· Refer directly to your research.  You need to draw directly on published sources and field research.  As you use these sources, recall that your readers will not know the sources of which you refer.  You will need to provide context and documentation or risk accusations of plagiarism or sloppy authoring.

· Meet deadlines and publications set by the teacher and your group.  A rubric will circulate soon.

Important Dates

· Preliminary assignment made on in Week 4.

· Materials to go live in Week 6.

