Attachment “A”

Mapping Place, Writing Home: Using Interactive Compositions On & Off The Trail

Curriculum created by Kate Reavey, Peninsula College

Extended Notes for Teachers
Lead in Assignments 

1) Natalie Goldberg’s Writing Down the Bones provides excellent models for “freewriting,” where ideas of memory, connection, images, & scope can be explored. (One such exercise begins “I remember…” and simply requires students to write openly and without editing for 10 minutes; another asks students to observe very closely the details of a particular flower or bench or sculpture—or anything—then after five minutes, they can begin to include the larger context or scope, like the weather and the sounds around them.)

2) Homework, including printed readings and electronic sites can be assigned to give students a variety of perspectives on place-based writing (see Week One teacher’s notes).

3) An excellent essay was published in Harper’s, called “Leaving the Folk” (1995), that emphasizes human to human relationships. Available through Proquest, this essay provides a useful example for students influenced by their family history or culture. They may be inspired by Richards’ piece and choose to create a mashup along similar lines (thanks to Todd Lundberg, PhD, for this reference).

4) A journal, with detailed descriptions of observations and exploratory exercises along the lines of the Natalie Goldberg-based, in-class writing assignments, will be useful for providing details and perspectives throughout the quarter/semester.

5) Online readings can be assigned, including Ron Scollon’s discussion of “Life of the Land” on these sites:

 

http://www.ankn.uaf.edu/Curriculum/AxeHandleAcademy/axe/index.htm and http://www.aptalaska.net/~ron/ron/
These readings will help the class consider whether the places they have chosen have changed considerably in the past decade/hundred years/thousand years. Discuss the ideas of cradle to cradle, in contrast with cradle to grave.

6) Keeping Gary Snyder’s words in mind—that the terms “natural” and “cultural” need not be separated, that what is cultural (human influenced) is also natural and wild—students will “read” and then create the kmz file (or mashup) of a particular place. The final product will be a collection of files stored on a campus-wide site or on the Web, so that the ending is a beginning: these compositions can be viewed and explored by a wide audience. 

Although all of these suggestions are optional, of course, please consider the following:

NOTE: Peer review sessions provide students with an understanding of the diversity of the classroom and the richness of their homes. If these review sessions are required and due dates set, the potential for group learning is heightened.

NOTE: Although many students will choose to create “mashups” rather than narratives, the template for narratives is readily available through www.littrips.org (and this is an excellent place to start). 

NOTE:  If a link is available to another course in which GIS or mapping technology is being used, instructors can take advantage of this opportunity simply by bringing students together on wiki pages or other portals through which they can collaborate. In this framework, the students need not be enrolled in both classes, nor do they need to schedule face to face meeting times. The online component will allow students to share Internet links and other useful information very easily, in addition to completing collaborative assignments.
Some examples of how/why mashups can encourage “habits of mind” and “big ideas” in sustainability education: 

Throughout the writing process, the instructor will introduce students to samples of printed and electronic work that will provides additional perspectives on the importance of engaging with the place you inhabit in order to better comprehend how human activities and practices may impact or influence other species. Concluding the quarter will be the creation of the KMZ file, a capstone work that incorporates such interactions and opens them up for wide viewing and great fun!
By focusing on a specific place in a specific time, students can learn what is sustainable in that place/habitat/area. They can also investigate how factors such as disturbances, changes, and migrations have come to shape the culture and/or landscape of that area. Ultimately, and almost by accident, studying place requires that the students study themselves and their own influences and impacts in the world.

Another of the “big ideas” confronted in this activity is that systems and cultures are complex, and simple concepts like “balance” or “preservation” are no longer useful. Whether a student is going to major in humanities, natural science, or social science, it is important to keep aware of the newest research. As we seek to study the past, our own perspectives in “real time” become more acute. Therefore, in an ecology course, students might be looking at disturbance ecology and the necessary place of fires, floods, avalanches in the long-term survival of a system. Some of the best learning occurs when students engage seemingly disparate ideas.
One of the advantages of this assignment is that it is suited for a composition course, which is a required element of many college degrees. The potential for this assignment to be deeply interesting to a variety of students is broadened. 
a) A student who wishes to pursue the natural sciences may find him/herself looking at abiotic factors, climate considerations, and the interactions among species in the place studied and mapped. 
b) A student who is pursuing the humanities may choose to emphasize human culture and therefore the arts or music or multi-lingual interactions in the final composition. 
c) Some individuals may focus on business, or perhaps even “greenvertising” and the changes that have come as a result of national attention to green building and marketing. These students might focus on “food security” and “genetically modified” food products. 
d) Still others may compare their lives (such as Net Generation teens), with those of their parents or grandparents, whose awareness of the Internet and associated technologies is so limited that it may seem they speak different languages. In this framework, teaching and learning are enriched by discussions of how technology creates or diminishes pollution/waste/toxics, for example, and group activities such as peer review and discussion are beneficial. 
Such emphasis on culture and place provides enormous potential for learning, as students can embrace and engage what they are studying on their own terms and through their own interests. One “habit of mind” this encourages is self-confidence in scholarship and research. This assignment provides a model for students not only to be used in future research, but with resume and CV writing within which they can chronicle the comprehensive works of their lives to date. 
