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Student Handouts

Assignment Description for:

Delocalized Diets: Globalization, Food, and Culture

Cultural Anthropology Sustainability Project, Winter 2009

Delocalization is the shift from being food self-producers to being only food consumers as foods come from increasingly distant sources (Pelto and Pelto 1983). Local food systems involve close primary relationships between people involved with food, while delocalized food systems rely on distant and anonymous secondary relationships between growers, processors, preparers, and eaters. (Retrieved January 26, 2009, from http://food.oregonstate.edu/ref/culture/sobal.html ).

Outcome: As a result of completing this project you should be able to identify traditional subsistence strategies and to analyze the impact of globalization upon them, especially in relation to changes in diet and culture.

TEAM ASSIGNMENTS – approximately 5 students per team

Team #1: Industrialist – (Option #1)

Team #2: Hunters and Gatherers (Option #2)

Team #3: Pastoralist (Option #2)

Team #4: Horticulturalist (Option #2)

Team #5: Agriculturalist (Option #2 – or a cash crop that interests students).

Option #1: Impacts of Globalization on Local Diets (Puget Sound):

Keep a food consumption log for several days.  Identify approximately ten food items that were produced outside of the United States. Record where you purchased the food, how much it cost (per pound / unit), and where the food was produced (grown and/or processed).  Each member of the research team should select one of the food items from the food consumption log and research where the food was grown and who grew it (individual farmer, co-op, corporate farm)?  What are the living and working conditions for the growers?  What were the costs of growing the food and how much were the local producers / processors paid for it at market? You will need to create an annotated bibliography to submit separately, so please remember to document your sources!  After conducting the research, team members should create one public poster presentation in which team members post a map to identify the places where their selected food items were grown, as well as brief textual explanations of what has been discovered about each of the food items.  

Option #2: Impacts of Globalization on Traditional Subsistence

Using “Cultural Survival Quarterly” as your source, select a subsistence strategy and then each member of the research team selects one cultural group that traditionally used that subsistence strategy. Describe each cultural group’s cultural ecology, traditional staple foods, and social organization (group size, division of labor), and then identify the challenges and major social issues that the group has encountered as a result of colonialism and globalization. Also, identify the foods that make up the group’s primary diet today and how group members acquire those foods. You will need to create an annotated bibliography to submit separately, so please remember to document your sources!  After conducting the research, team members should create one public poster presentation in which team members post a map that identifies where the cultural groups that you studied are located. Add brief textual explanations of what you learned about each group and identify the challenges that the cultural group now faces in terms of cultural survival.

Printed copies of “Cultural Survival Quarterly” are available in the Pierce College Library. “Cultural Survival Quarterly” is also available online: www.cs.org . You must create an account (accounts are free) by providing your e-mail address and a password. When searching for a cultural group online, use the Search box.  For example, type in “pastoralism” and limit your search to “Cultural Survival Quarterly” (type:csq).  Then scroll through the “hits” to find a cultural group that interests you.  You can also type the name of the cultural group into the Search box to see if articles about the group have been published in “Cultural Survival Quarterly”.

