Suburban Nation?

Faculty: Nancy Parkes (parkesn@evergreen.edu) Sem II B 3106, 867-6737
and Sarah Ryan (ryans@evergreen.edu) Sem II B 3112, 867-6720

(Fall and) Winter Quarters, 2011-2012 SEM 2 E1105
 
Twelve-credit students meet above days and times AND Mondays, 6-8 p.m., beginning January 9.
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Do suburbs simply reflect our cultures and attitudes or do they create them? What kinds of ideas about environment, class, race and gender do suburbs embody, and how do they in turn structure our culture, consumption, environment and attitudes? Why does the United States have a unique pattern of urban/suburban development that contrasts with that of other nations? As this program continues, we will focus on American suburbs as depicted in literature and film, through the lenses of history and cultural studies. We will analyze and interpret novels, films, and television programs that reflect our ambivalence about the United States as a suburban nation. Students registered for 12 credits will meet Mondays, 6-8 p.m. in addition to the Wednesday and Saturday meetings. New students are invited to fill openings and will be introduced to visual literacy about suburban space by reading Suburban Nation: The Rise of Sprawl and the Decline of the American Dream, by Duany, Plater-Zyberk, Speck, 2010, prior to the first class meeting. Credit will be awarded in literature, cultural studies and U.S. history

Winter Books:

· Building Suburbia: Green Fields and Urban Growth, 1820-2000, by Dolores Hayden, Vintage, 2004

· Introducing Cultural Studies: A Graphic Guide, by Ziauddin Sardar and Borin Van Loon, Totem Books, 2010
· Daughters of Suburbia: Growing Up White, Middle Class, and Female, by Lorraine Delia Kenny, Rutgers University Press, 2000
· Babbitt, by Sinclair Lewis, 1922, Paperback: Penguin USA 1996 

Students will also choose one other piece of suburban literature from the list below:

The Sportswriter, by Richard Ford

Revolutionary Road, by Richard Yates

Linden Hills, by Gloria Naylor

The Buddha of Suburbia, by Hanif Kurieshi

The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit, by Sloan Wilson

Or Play, Suburbia, by Eric Bogosian

Schedule – some revisions will be necessary

	Date
	Activities
	Reading completed
	What's due?

	Week One, Monday, January 9


	Introductions, Seminar on Suburban Nation, by Duany et. al., for new students. Workshop: “What we know so far about suburbanization.” – poster session
	
	A current Evergreen library card and activated campus email account

	Week Two: 
Wednesday, January 18
	Snow week
	Building Suburbia,
through Chapter 6
	Seminar 1-pager, class questionnaire on moodle

	Saturday, January 21
	Snow week (cancelled)
	Building Suburbia,
Chapter 7
	

	Week Three: 

Wednesday, January 25
	Seminar on Building Suburbia
Film: Representation & the Media
	Building Suburbia,
Chapter 7 to end
	Seminar 1-pager

	Saturday, January 28
	Man in the Gray Flannel Suit: Film and Cultural Studies workshop
	
	

	Week Four:

Wednesday, February 1
	Guest lecture/workshop on formal analysis with Ann Storey 
Film: Ethnic Notions
	Introducing Cultural Studies
	Essay #1

	Saturday, February 4
	Film: Class Dismissed: How TV Frames the Working Class. Analysis of the suburbs as represented in 1950s television. Novel choice workshop.
	Start Daughters of Suburbia
	

	Week Five:
Wednesday, February 8 
	Film: the Codes of Gender; seminar on Daughters of Suburbia
	Daughters of Suburbia through Chapter 4
	Seminar 1-pager

	Saturday, February 11
	Workshop/local field work on environment through a cultural studies lens 
Film: Pleasantville
	Daughters of Suburbia to end
	

	Week Six: 

Wednesday, February 15
	Guest: Stokley Towles on artists and suburbia; seminar on Daughters of Suburbia, lecture on Babbitt
	Babbitt critical essay by Catherine Jurca (on moodle)
	Essay #2

	Week Seven: Wednesday, February 22
	Guest lecture/workshop on close reading, with Steven Hendricks; close reading with Babbitt, film: Miss Representation
	Babbitt, first half
	

	Week Eight: Wednesday, February 29
	Film: American Beauty, seminar; Zach’s greenhouse project
	Babbitt
	Babbitt creative and critical

	Saturday, March 3 
	Seminar on Babbitt. Suburb as dystopia? Film and workshop: The Truman Show; Nancy on writing essays involving text.
	Novel of your choice, from list
	

	Week Nine: Wednesday, March 7
	Current satires of suburbia: Arrested Development; Weeds
	Novel
	

	Saturday, March 10
	Novel workshop
	
	Project due

	Week Ten: Wednesday, March 14
	Project seminars
	
	

	Evaluation Week
	Student/faculty evaluations by appointment
	
	Faculty evaluation, Final draft of self evaluation, on disc, for conference
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