An Intentional Media Diet
“Effects of Digital, Networked Technologies”
TAPS Essay: Portfolio #10

Topic + Audience + Purpose = Style (and platform)

	Topic:  
	The overarching topic: the effects of digital, networked technologies.
Narrow within this broad topic to one specific area of focus.

	Audience:  
	You choose!  Decide on a specific audience.  The only requirement is that they need to be your age or older and your goal is to have your audience take you seriously.

	Purpose:  
	You define this. Why are you addressing this topic with your chosen audience?

	Style:  
	The style you need to use will determined by your audience and purpose.  In addition, decide the specific platform where you would publish or share this work.


For example, you could give the keynote address at a technology convention. Your purpose would be to set the tone for this group of leaders and decision-makers.  Your style would need to fit that of a keynote (which would mean you could use first person and include humor).   
Or, you could write an editorial for the Wall Street Journal.
Or, you could write an article for parents of iGen.
Or, you could format a blog.
Or…

DETAILS
· Length: 3-4 pages typed, doubled-spaced, 12-point regular font (over 4 is okay)
· Include the Portfolio Heading and page numbers
· Include a title specific to your writing
· Include an introductory note explaining the context: topic/audience/purpose/style/platform
· Bibliography of all sources referenced during the writing of this piece

THE PROCESS
1. Re-read your Portfolio #3 and the feedback I have given you.
2. Choose the topic(s) you would like to research further (make that decision quickly).
3. Create a NoodleTools Bibliography project titled “Media Diet (period) Last Name.
4. Research your topic(s).  You Bibliography should reflect ALL of the sources you consider while researching this project. We won’t include a separate Work Cited page.
5. This isn’t a full-blown research project, but I do want you to be aware of what is out there.  To that end, you need a minimum of the following in your bibliography – to show that you have at least used your best skim-reading skills to gather a some perspective.  You do not need to cite something from all twelve in your writing!  
a. At least two book-length works. You do not need to read these books, but I would like you to find out more information about them, for example a review from a reliable source or executive summaries of the content.  
b. At least five database sources.
c. At least five Internet sources.
6. Work on your writing!

SECOND-ROUND TOPICS
Here are some of the topics we’ve touched on after the first draft of this piece. You are welcome to pursue a different topic than any of these, as long as it’s related to the effects of digital, networked technologies.
· The ways our communication tools change our physical selves and the societies we create.
· The ways advertising manipulates society and the power of digital, networked technologies to compound these effects.
· The ways teens in particular are manipulated and marketed to via digital, networked communications technologies.
· The ways that programming “hacks” our brains to promote addictive responses.
· The ways digital networked technologies have helped us connect with people.
· The ways digital networked technologies have distanced us from genuine human interaction.
· The way digital networked technologies are changing the way young people grow up.
· The ways our digital footprint might or might not be representative of our genuine selves and how this data can be used.  

FIRST-ROUND TOPICS
You are welcome to incorporate as much or as little of Entry #3 in this writing project as you’d like.  It’s up to you and will depend on the topic and audience you have chosen.  Even if your topic and audience are quite different from #3, I’d encourage you to look for connections between this earlier writing and what you are working on now.  Often the most insightful ideas come about by looking for connections where they aren’t immediately obvious.  At minimum, you probably have some good ideas/writing in #3 that you can use in this piece now!
· “Has the Smartphone Destroyed a Generation” by Jean Twenge
· “Does the Internet Make Us Smarter or Dumber” by Clay Shirky and/or Nicholas Carr
· “In Defense of Complexity” by Katie Davis, Emily Weinstein, & Howard Gardner
· “No Time to Think” by Kate Murphy
· “Smartphones Don’t Make Us Dumb” by Daniel Willingham

	
	YES!
	GETTING THERE
	NOT YET

	Content

	Accurate
Sufficient
Compelling
	Mostly accurate
Insufficient
Persuasive
	Inaccurate
Lacking
Unconvincing

	Voice

	Appropriate for audience
Engaging 
Consistent
	
	

	Format

	Reflects genre & audience
Information is properly cited (including any images)
	
	

	Organization

	Opening orients & engages 
Clear & logical
Effective transitions
Effective conclusion
	
	

	Style (for the particular genre and platform)

	Clear & fluid
Artful sentence structure 
Effective word choice
Proper mechanics (fitting the style and audience)
	
	

	Research
	Range of perspectives
Reliable and accurate information
	
	

	Professionalism
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