“Pathways to Sustainability”
Fall 2010
Unit #1: Transportation Group Project
Sult & Fackler-Adams

Group Project & Report

With your Unit I group you will explore the technology, economics, and societal context of transportation.  Your group will become expert consultants to our learning community in one mode of transportation in use in our region, and in one transportation solution that is emerging somewhere on Earth.  With your group you will research these topics and contribute two entries to summary tables of same.  The goal of this project is to produce summary tables that will: (1) describe strategies and provide access to resources that Pacific Northwest residents can use now to cope with and offset the rising costs of transportation, and (2) provide an overview of technological and policy solutions to the issues we face due to dependence on a fossil fuel-based transportation system.  Please see the “Pathways Unit I Regional Transportation Options Summary FALL 2010” and “Pathways Unit I Emerging Transportation Options Summary FALL 2010” for details of information needed and examples.  This project constitutes 12% of your grade and will involve four steps:

	1: Table Entry Topic Proposal
[10% of project grade]

Write a proposal for the regional transportation mode and emerging solution topics your group will explore including a summary (in the form of an annotated bibliography) of resources found so far.

Assessment criteria: breadth of research, relevance of research

Format: 


In any research project, one of the first steps is to research available resources and determine the number and kinds of sources that are accessible, credible, and useful for your topic. The sources should meet the standard criteria of being respectable, reliable, rigorous, recent, and relevant. The bibliography will be evaluated for completeness, the credibility and usefulness of the sources, accuracy (bibliographic format and prose control), and quality of the annotations. The annotations should be clear and concise (neither too short nor too long).


Each annotation for the bibliography should be a brief (~35 to 55 word) paragraph that summarizes the salient information for the source (the focus, the major claims of the article or book's argument, the grounds for the claim, and the value and limits as a resource for the research at hand). Annotations must be clear, concise, and polished to be useful.  Be sure to have a minimum of 10 sources.

In the example below, I have converted an MLA formatted citation into author/date style. 

Austin A. (1992). “Educational choice: Its appeal may be illusory.” Sociology of Education 65, 250-260.


Austin argues that under a voucher system the best schools would only become more selective and that ineffective schools would remain unchanged, educating those who cannot meet entrance requirements of the best schools. Since the highest achieving students are usually from middle to upper class families with college education parents, a voucher system would increase socioeconomic stratification.

Annotated Bibliography Evaluation Criteria (5 points each)

· includes the required preliminary number of resources (10). 
_____

· follows a uniform annotated bib format (as per example). 
_____

· uses documentation style accurately. 
_____

· provides annotations that are clear, concise, polished, appropriate in length, and summative rather than evaluative. 
_____

· provides sufficient breadth of research 
_____

Total:
_____ /25
Due: Oct. 7th


	2: Entry for “Pathways Unit I Regional Transportation Options Summary FALL 2010”
[45% of project grade]
You will summarize your research findings into the format of the summary table. 

Assessment criteria: Depth of information, relevance of information, clarity of presentation/writing, sufficiency and quality of resources cited.

Format: Fill in the fields of the table template.  Do not change column size or font.

Due: Oct. 13th


	3: Entry for “Pathways Unit I Emerging Transportation Options Summary FALL 2010”
[40% of project grade]
You will summarize your research findings into the format of the summary table. 

Assessment criteria: Breadth of information, relevance of information, practicality of strategies and resources, professionalism of the product, comprehensiveness of the product, response to instructor and peer suggestions about the rough draft, comprehensive citation (in the pamphlet) of the sources of your information, a separate list of works cited.

Format: A two-fold horizontally-oriented page with a minimum 8 point font size in which ALL sources of information are cited, and an attached list of works cited.

Due Oct. 13th.



	4: Group Self-Assessment
[5% of project grade]
Each member of a group will receive the same grade unless your group self-assessment (5% of your Unit 1 group project grade) shows that workload / task was not evenly shared in the group.  Under such circumstances, those who did more work will receive a higher grade and those who did less will receive a lower grade.  See the Group Self-assessment handout for details.

Assessment criteria: Quality of comments, truthfulness in reporting group work loads, group members %’s of work done add up to 100%.

Format: Group Self-Assessment handout.

Due: Oct. 14th



Good luck and have fun with this!  Larry & Ben
