

The Alphabet Versus the Goddess
Pair Summary of Shalin’s Argument

Your mission today, with your partner, is to explain Shlain’s argument in prose (full sentences). Pretend you’re having a meal with someone who has never heard of this theory.  Share his provocative thesis (which will likely be the summary sentence in your preparatory notes), and then describe how he has built his argument from one key piece of evidence to the next.  Start your explanation with the growth of the human infant’s head and the changes this led to in human communities, then wrap up your summary of his argument with an explanation of how the idea “the medium is the message” applies to his theory. (Do this last part to the best of your ability.)

1. Create a shared google doc with your partner and share it with me.
2. Include a heading with both of your names.
3. This is part of Entry #6:  Alphabet and Patriarchy.
4. Share your summary notes with each other and talk through the sequence of evidence that is necessary for Shlain to build his argument.
5. Use paragraphs as your organizing principle.
6. You don’t need to provide any direct quotes, but you might find it helpful to do so.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The purpose of this is to make sure we all understand this complicated argument before we move on and apply the idea that “the medium is the message” to smartphones and the Internet.  I am not assessing the elegance of your prose or the mechanics of your writing.  I am assessing your ability to identify key details and evidence necessary for his argument and your organization of those details in a logical order.  
