
Intentional Media Diet
Final (Small) Independent Project

Main objectives:
· Learn more about a topic related to digital, networked technologies.
· Have the opportunity to form a mini project around a topic of your own choosing and convey your understanding in a format of your own choosing.
· Have the opportunity to take a risk, be creative, make your learning relevant to you, and/or try something new.

Here are the basic guidelines:
1. Choose a topic under the broad umbrella of “digital, networked technologies” to explore further. (See list of class-generated topics on the back.)

2. Decide how you want to go about exploring this topic.  Do you want to read about it? Watch videos?  Listen to podcasts?  Interview people? Visit somewhere? Some combination of these?  

3. Decide how you will demonstrate what you have learned about your topic.  This product of your learning must include either some form of speaking or some form of writing, or both.  
(See list of possible formats below.)

4. Decide on a way to document your learning.  That might include creating a bibliography, writing a narrative description of the process, keeping a calendar of your activities, writing in a journal…  How can you best track your process and share it with me clearly and easily?


Possible formats:
· Write a research essay/article
· Write a literary analysis essay of a story, book, show, or movie about this topic
· Prepare a PumaTalk
· Create a classroom presentation
· Educate your peers in some way about these topics
· Create a mini podcast
· Create a short video
· Write an editorial and submit it for publication somewhere
· Design an ad campaign 
· Write a play
· Write a science fiction piece that envisions the future of these technologies 
· Sketch out an episode of Black Mirror
(This is not an exclusive list.  If you would like to do something different, let’s talk.)

Assessment:  
You’ll create your own rubric using a template for the kind of project you choose to undertake.  I will help you refine your rubric as you think about what “success” would look like for your project.





Topics
· 
· Brain hacking
· Capitalism and technology
· How to be well-informed in today’s media environment
· Filter bubbles
· The conscious web
· Artificial intelligence
· How digital data is used
· Data and national security
· Edward Snowden
· Fake news
· Limits of technology
· Teenagers and social media
· How different cultures use technology
· The role of media in developing countries
· More about the Alphabet vs the Goddess
· More about “the medium is the message”
· What was life like before the Internet?
· How does the Internet actually work?
· Marshall McLuhan
· The effects of these technologies on health
· How technology can promote social justice
· How search technology works
· Net neutrality
· Concept of individualism
· More about the difference between the older and younger generation’s use of technology
· Examine a particular shift in communication technology in the past 



FAQ:
Can I work with a partner or in a group?
I’d like you to work by yourself on this one.  Take this as an opportunity to let your own curiosity guide you.

What if I really don’t like having this much choice and responsibility?
First, identify why you don’t like it, and then work from there to find strategies for moving forward in a process like this in a way that feels good to you.  I can help you develop strategies.  You’ll want to be able to take advantage of opportunities when you’re given choice, and now is a good time to practice!

Why are you giving us this much choice?
Because it’s time that schools stop dictating every single last thing you are to learn.  You need to learn how to direct your own learning, how to engage your own curiosity, and how to share your work with the world in a way that feels authentic to you.

What happens if I’m not able to finish my project in time?
Well, that’s just real life, and that’s not necessarily a bad thing.  You’ll share and assess your project in whatever state it’s in at the end of the semester.  It’s more about the process than the product anyway.  If you end up starting what might be a novel … well, wouldn’t that be awesome?!

What if I’m not happy with my “development of ideas” grade or my “writing fluency” grade in the course so far?
[bookmark: _GoBack]This project will require you develop ideas with depth and that you write clearly and fluently.  You also have the option to do a targeted or full revision of your TAPS project.  And, we’ll do a final portfolio compilation at the end of the semester.  It would be possible to raise your grade in these categories with your work on these projects.  
