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Catalog Essay and Object Label
As noted on the Syllabus, 20% of your course grade is a 7-page essay for the catalog and a 300 word object label.  

1.  Determine a topic for your essay by Monday, October 29 at 7 pm. Email it to me at wrightl@grinnell.edu

Your topic might proceed from the class you co-taught (or will co-teach). It might be inspired by our Big Idea. It might focus more closely on specific works of art. It might place the art into another disciplinary context.

Your topic should encompass at least 2 works of art from the Faulconer Gallery, Grinnell College Art Collection. Please include your focus art works in your email (at least your preliminary choices).

2. A first draft of both the essay and a 300-word wall label on an aspect of your topic will be due Thursday, November 29 at 6:00 pm (send it to me electronically).

3. Your final draft of both the essay and the wall label are due on Wednesday, December 19 at 5:00 pm.

Your essay should be researched carefully. Please schedule a library lab before November 9 (http://www.grinnell.edu/academic/librarylab)to discuss your topic and possible avenues and resources for research with a librarian. Since you may want to research the art you have included and you are not all art historians, the librarians can help! Also plan to spend time looking carefully at your works of art. Kay Wilson may have information in the files about the pieces that could be relevant. You may ask to see the files.

Your essay should make direct reference to at least two works of art, and may refer to other forms of visual and material culture as well. You may approach your topic from whichever disciplinary perspective you prefer as long as it helps expand and enlarge upon our Big Idea. 

Your essay should be written in such a way that an educated person can understand it, whether or not s/he is familiar with your discipline (I often write for my father, an electrical engineer). In other words your language should be precise and any jargon used should be explained. Please use endnotes based on the Chicago Manual of Style “notes and bibliography” format, as these are standard in museum catalogs. http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html 

Your wall label should present an idea from your essay in 300 words. It might compare two works of art. It might link art and another type of object. It might explore a concept. Use clear, descriptive language and don’t let your syntax get too convoluted. If you can read it aloud without stumbling on the sentence construction and someone listening can follow your text, you’ve written a good label. [Note: Your wall label may ultimately need to be modified for the exhibition, depending on our final exhibition design. This assignment is more about learning this type of writing than creating something specifically for the exhibition. With any luck, most of them can be incorporated.]
