PHIL224: Environmental Ethics
Paper Topic 1, Fall 2012
Professor: Matt Tedesco

THE TOPIC
Through the first four weeks of class, the authors we’ve been reading are divided concerning speciesism. Some see it as a serious moral wrong, on par with racism and sexism; others reject that parallel and either explicitly or implicitly embrace a speciesist position. Your task in this paper is to critically evaluate the moral concept of speciesism. Is the charge of speciesism morally serious? Is it on par with racism and sexism? Defend your answer. 

GUIDELINES

Your paper should be structurally sound (i.e., well-written at both the sentence level and in overall structure, free from excessive typos, misspellings, grammatical errors, etc.) and contain these elements:

1) An introductory paragraph briefly stating the issue being examined and clearly presenting your thesis. What are you showing in this paper?

2) A clear presentation of your subject matter and argument. What is speciesism? You are either defending or rejecting the moral seriousness of speciesism—on what grounds? Why should your reader be convinced that your thesis is true?
3) A defense of your thesis from what you take to be the most pressing objection that might be raised against it. What is the objection, why is it the most forceful response to your thesis, and how do you rebut it? Remember to be as charitable as possible to your critic—it is no great feat to knock down a straw man.
4) A brief concluding paragraph highlighting the most important points of your paper.

Papers must be typed, double-spaced, and should be 1350-1750 words in length—please include a word count along with your name on the first page. This is NOT a research paper; this is an exercise for developing your analytical and evaluative skills. Therefore, the only sources that you may consult in writing this paper are the selections from our class. You may not consult any outside sources this paper, either in print or on the internet (this includes reference websites such as Wikipedia). Plagiarism will not be tolerated—it will result in a failing grade in the class, and I will vigorously pursue the maximum penalties that College policy permits.  

EVALUATION
Here is a rough outline of how the grades on this paper will be figured:

1) A-range: Very well-written and well-organized; offers a clear and accurate presentation of the source material; a compelling argument is forcefully offered and defended
2) B-range: Also well well-written and well-organized; also offers a clear and accurate presentation of the source material; a thoughtful argument is offered and defended
3) C-range: Some serious writing problems, OR some important misunderstandings of the source material, OR an argument is inadequately offered and defended
4) D-range: Any two of the following: some serious writing problems, some important misunderstandings of the source material, an argument is inadequately offered and defended
5) F-range: Some serious writing problems, AND some important misunderstandings of the source material, AND an argument is inadequately offered and defended
TIMELINE
Papers are due to me by e-mail at tedescom@beloit.edu no later than 10:00 AM on Thursday, September 27th. They should be either “.doc” or “.docx” in format. Late papers will be penalized one-third of a letter grade for each day that they are late.  Re-writes typically will not be allowed on this assignment, though you may choose to discuss the paper with me prior to the due date.  
SUGGESTIONS, HINTS, & FRIENDLY ADVICE

I. CONCEPTUALIZING & OUTLINING:

1) Plan well. This involves several things. First, use your time effectively. Papers invariably suffer for being written in a rush in the days or hours before being turned in. Second, utilize an outline.  Outlines can be as long as several pages, or as short as a few lines; regardless of length, your paper will come together in a more coherent, readable shape if you begin writing with the direction an outline offers. Third, write at least one draft, where changes from draft to draft involve more than spotting and fixing typos. Drafts offer a chance to think carefully through all of the important ideas of the paper. It can be very helpful to allow a day or two between drafts; ideas that seem brilliant in the hours after midnight often seem less so after a good night’s sleep and a decent meal.

2) It can sometimes be a wise strategic choice to defend a position that isn’t necessarily the one to which you’re personally most wedded. When you feel very passionately about something, it sometimes can be difficult to explain yourself clearly to an audience and to evaluate your position objectively.

3) As you approach the writing of the paper, it can be useful to come armed with a range of supporting reference books and style manuals. One classic is Strunk and White’s The Elements of Style, which can be found both in bookstores and, in its original version, online. For a range of similar useful links and other resources for everything from writing to citing sources, you’ll find the Beloit College Writing Center website very useful.
II. AS YOU’RE WRITING:

1) Make sure that you are using a standard font (Times New Roman is strongly suggested, 11 or 12-point), and that your paper is double-spaced with one-inch margins. Enlarging or shrinking the margins, spacing, font style, or font size is more obvious to your reader than you might realize, and is a sure sign that the paper either needs more substantial content or else more editing.

2) Avoid opening your introductory paragraphs with a brief discussion of the history of humanity since the dawn of time, or any other similarly big, empty rhetoric. These sorts of statements are irrelevant and serve no important function in a paper. Instead, get right down to business. You’ve got a particular purpose in writing your paper; get to it. If you have trouble not starting with vacuous generalizations, go right ahead and use them in your first draft; just be sure to revisit that first paragraph and trim or eliminate it as soon as you finish the draft.

3) Your paper absolutely must have a clear, coherent thesis, and it generally should be found in the first paragraph on page one. The importance of a thesis cannot be understated; without one, your paper will lack focus, and your reader won’t have the faintest clue what you’re doing in the paper, or why s/he should bother reading it. Often the most straightforward thesis statement is best (e.g., “I will argue that/show that/explain that/etc.…”). 
4) Don’t share opinions—make arguments. It can be tempting to qualify your statements by saying things like “in my opinion…” or “I feel that….” Resist that temptation. Your opinions and feelings may be interesting in some contexts, but not in academic writing. Here, you have offered a thesis that needs defense; you are making an argument that is intended to convince your reader that what you are saying in the paper is true. 

5) Feel free to use contractions, to write in the first person (i.e., saying “I”), to end sentences with prepositions, and to split infinitives. Your first and most important duty is to be as clear as possible, and as Winston Churchill once said to his editor who was getting carried away with making sure sentences didn’t end in prepositions at the cost of clarity (at least, apparently, in Churchill’s mind), “There is some nonsense up with which I will not put.” This can be taken too far, however; avoid slang and expressions that are excessively colloquial.

6) Every paragraph should contain its own idea. A paragraph that is only a sentence or two long is likely underdeveloped; one that runs for a full page or more is probably overstuffed with content, and should be broken up. Paragraphs also should proceed logically from one to the next; if it’s possible to move some of the paragraphs of your paper around without any loss of meaning, your paper is surely lacking in overall coherence.

7) There is an important difference between merely summarizing someone’s position and explaining it in the context of your paper. You should always be doing the latter, never the former. Remember that you’re not writing a book report, you’re writing a paper, which is fundamentally concerned with advancing your thesis.

8) Use quotations judiciously: they can be an effective way to establish a point, but use too many and your own voice becomes lost. Remember also that long quotations—those that run longer than four lines in the text—should be single-spaced and set off from the text.

9) Virtually everything I present in class comes from the readings, so if you find yourself tempted to cite me, this is almost always a mistake—you should be citing the original source, and that’s almost never me.

10) Never, ever, ever plagiarize. Plagiarism—offering someone else’s work as your own—is one of the most serious academic crimes. If you’re tempted to plagiarize, remember a few things.  One, any avenue you might take, I can take too, and I’m probably aware of it. Two, the worst grades possible on papers don’t carry anywhere near the penalty that plagiarism carries. Three, if you do it, I promise I will do everything in my power to see that the college imposes the most severe penalty possible. Beyond being an academic crime worthy of the most serious punishment, it is a personal affront that cuts to the core of the community of trust that builds in our class through the semester. So please—don’t do it.

11) Failure to provide proper citations is a form of plagiarism; though it’s often not nearly as pernicious as more intentional theft of ideas, it nonetheless is to be avoided. Whenever you are either directly quoting or summarizing a passage, you must provide a citation, and there’s a number of ways to do so. The first is in the text itself: at the end of the direct quote or paraphrased sentence in question simply provide the section and paragraph numbers in parentheses, or else both the author and relevant numbers if the author is unclear from the passage itself. A second and third option: you can also confine those references to the endnotes or footnotes of the paper.  I have no strong preference for how you choose to cite your sources; I only care that you do it. One advantage of using endnotes or footnotes is that bibliographic information can also be located there; if you decide to use parenthetical citations in the text, you’ll typically need to have a separate bibliography. However, in our class, when the source is clear (such as our class text), I won’t require any bibliographic information.
III. BEFORE YOU TURN IT IN:

1) I cannot overstate this enough: proofread your paper thoroughly. This means more than looking for angry red lines under words.  One very effective method of proofreading is reading the paper aloud, being sure to read it exactly as it is punctuated. It might feel a bit silly, but it’s one of the best ways to be sure that your paper is clear and effectively written. It’s only a few pages, it won’t take too long, and you’ll be thankful later. Also, a time-consuming but effective way of catching typos is to read your paper backwards.

2) It can be very helpful to have a friend who’s not familiar with the material read the paper over for clarity. If they don’t understand what you’re trying to do or how you’re trying to do it, it’s likely the case that your paper needs another draft.

3) Your pages should always be numbered.

4) Be sure to staple your paper once in the upper left-hand corner. And you might think this would be obvious, but experience tells me it is not: make sure the pages are stapled in the correct order.
