GUIDELINES FOR MEETINGS WITH RETURNED STUDENTSPRIVATE 

PURPOSES OF DISCUSSION:

1)    
To acknowledge that students have had a significant experience.

2)
To provide an opportunity for students to reflect upon their experiences and express any opinions/feelings about them (both positive and negative).

3)
To assist the students with making connections between the cross-cultural aspects of


their off-campus experience and their continued academics at St. Olaf.

4)
To provide information about the programs which will aid International and Off-Campus Studies and program advisers in review and planning for the next year's program.                                

5)
To discuss ways students might continue their connection with foreign cultures, global concerns and special areas of interest; such as the selection committee, the orientation handbook, orientation retreat, World Issues Dialogue, involvement with Intl students.

6)
To provide an opportunity for students to discuss the experience of returning to the U.S. and St. Olaf. 

POSSIBLE QUESTIONS/THOUGHTS FOR DISCUSSION:

1)
What were the highlights of the program for you?  

2)
How was the balance between classroom and experiential learning?  How did the courses compare with your expectations?  

3)
What/how was the living situation abroad?  Do you recommend this situation, or is there another option for students?

4)
What did you learn that you had not anticipated?

5)
What are your perceptions of the United States as you return?  Were there any surprises coming back to the U.S. or are things as you expected?  
 

6)
If you would like to keep up your connection with your host country, what ideas do you have for doing so? 

7)
Did you receive enough assistance from the program administrators abroad?  How was the communication from St. Olaf?  Are there any changes or corrections to be made to the program?

8)
How does your cross-cultural experience off-campus integrate with your academics


at St. Olaf?  Has this affected your responses/participation in the classroom?

9)  
Did your experience off-campus change your direction after graduation?  How will you

            integrate what you learned off-campus with your life after St. Olaf?

10)
How has it been to return to friends, family and St. Olaf ? 

11)       Talk helping us with revising orientation handbooks, orientation retreat as resource person,                
 and World Issue Dialogue.  Ask for volunteers.                                       HS  9/17/10
