The Disciplines of Sustainability

Anthropology
How have other peoples experienced their relationship to nature?  What can we learn from indigenous peoples and animist beliefs?  What other forms of common sense make sense in human cultures?
Art and Design
How do artists help us see (or not) our relationship with nature?  How can artists portray the sense of wonder that is the basis of ecological consciousness?  How can designers practice regenerative design?
Biology
How does life work?  How does human life work as a harmonious part of it?
Business
What’s the bottom line for business?  What if we conducted business as if the planet mattered?  How can business thrive with a triple bottom line (ecology, economy, equity)?  How can the “buy-o-diversity” of business serve the biodiversity of life?
Chemistry
How is the universe constructed?  How can humans re-arrange the elements of the universe to improve and sustain natural processes?
Classics
What’s the ancient wisdom of Western cultures?  

Computer Science

How do computers affect human cultures and the natural world?  How can we use computers creatively to model alternatives to a fossil-fuelish economy?
Dance
How do bodies work and move?  How do we dance (or move our bodies) in harmony with creation?
Economics
How do we supply the needs of the human household (or modify them) with respect for the earth/house/hold?  How do we practice deep economy (McKibben)?  How can we nest the human economy in the planet’s ecology?
Education
In the 1960s, Paul Goodman challenged students to “Think about the kind of world you want to live and work in.  What do you need to know to help build that world?  Demand that your teachers teach you that.”  How do we do that?  What do people need to know for the ecological revolution of the 21st century?

English
What stories do we live in?  What stories do we need for the lives we hope to live?  
Environmental Studies
All of the above (and below).
History
How do dead people rule our lives?  How did we acquire the environmental ideas, assumptions and institutions that govern us now?  How do people make history?  How does History help us make history?
Languages
If language is a reflection of culture, what do the world’s languages tell us about the different cultures of nature in the world?

Mathematics 
How should we model economic and ecological phenomena?  When people lie with statistics, how will we know?
Media Studies
How do our entertainments affect our environmental impacts?  Are they part of a culture of distraction or a culture of permanence?  What happens when green time gets replaced by screen time, when, for example, college students average more than 6 hours a day of screen time?
Philosophy/Ethics
What’s the nature of/in human nature?  How have people imagined their relationships with nature?  What kinds of rights and responsibilities were involved?  What’s the good life?  How can we lead a life that’s good for people and the planet?
Physics
How does nature work from the Big Bang to today’s global climate change?  What are the natural forces that have shaped the universe and life in the universe?  What laws do we need to know to be good citizens of a planet with a biosphere?
Political Science
What’s the nature of politics and vice versa?  How can we shape institutions to make it easier to be good for people and the planet?  How can we help our students change from sitizens (people who sit around and bitch about politics) to citizens?
Psychology
What makes people happy and fulfilled?  How is nature a factor in human happiness?What resources (human and natural) do we have for fulfillment?  What obstacles are in the way?  How do people change their minds and their behavior?  What’s the social psychology of ecological consciousness?
Religion
How are we located in the cosmos?  Does the natural world have supernatural components or supernatural origins?  What are the sources of human purpose and goodness?  If religion is an art of connections (“religare”—to connect), how can it be a resource for connecting people to nature (and to God, if there is a God)?
Rhetoric

How can we help students to understand the discourses that affect environmental values and behavior?  How can we help them read between the lies?  How can we tell the truth so that people hear it?  How do our words reflect and affect our worlds?
Sociology
How are we socialized to the natural world?  [Richard Louv, Last Child in the Woods]  How do social institutions and social pressures affect our relationships with nature?  How can we create social institutions that make it easier to be good?
Women’s Studies
Do women and men experience different relationships with the natural world?  Is the experience of nature a gendered experience?  Does gender affect our assumptions and consumptions of the natural world?
