History 291, “Global Environmental History”


Fall 2009

Instructor: Richard Mtisi


        MWF: 9:15-10:15, Valders 254

Email: mtisri01@luther.edu







Office: Koren 210 (387-1264)

Office hours: TTH: 10:00-1:00PM or by appointment

Course Description: This course examines the environmental history of the world since the 1300s with a particular focus on Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa, and the United States. We will look at how human societies, animals, microbiota, and plants have acted as agents in the history of the world. We will use books, articles, documentary films, and a range of online resources to investigate the roles of human economies and cultures in changing the physical state of the environment and the ways humans understand the rest of nature. We will spend the first few weeks of the semester surveying the larger themes and patterns in human interactions with the environment. This will be followed by several case studies that examine how these common themes played out in different ecological and historical contexts. 

Books to buy:

Mike Davis, Late Victorian Holocausts: El Nino Famines and the Making of the Third World (New York: Verso,2001). ISBN: 1-85984-739-0.

James McCann, Greenland Brownland and Blackland: An Environmental History of Africa, 1800-1990 (Portsmouth,NH: Heinemann, 1999). ISBN: 0-325-00096-4.

J.R McNeill, Something New Under the Sun: An Environmental History of the Twentieth-Century World (New York: W.W Norton & Company, 2000). ISBN:0-393-32183-5
Articles and book chapters to read: 

NB: All articles are available on Jstor unless indicated otherwise.
Philip, D. Curtin, “The End of the ‘White Man’s Grave’? Nineteenth-Century Mortality in West Africa,” Journal of Interdisciplinary History 21 (1990), pp. 63-88.
Fiona, D. Mackenzie, “Contested Ground: Colonial Narratives and the Kenyan Environment, 1920-1945.” Journal of Southern African Studies 26 (2000), pp. 697-718. 
A.M, Champion, “Soil Erosion in Africa,” The Geographical Journal, Vol. 82, No.2 (Aug., 1933), pp.130-139.

J.R McNeill, “Observations on the Nature and Culture of Environmental History,” History and Theory, Vol.42, No.4, Theme Issue 42: Environment and History (Dec., 2003), pp.5-43.

David Anderson, “Depression, Dust Bowl, Demography, and Drought: The Colonial State and Soil Conservation in East Africa during the 1930s,” African Affairs, vol. 83, no.332 (Jul., 1984), pp.321-343.
William Beinart, “Soil Erosion, Conservation, and Ideas about Development: A Southern African Exploration, 1900-1960,” Journal of Southern African studies, Vol.11, No. 1 (Oct., 1984), pp.52-83. 
James Giblin, “Trypanosomiasis Control in African History: An Evaded Issue?” Journal of African History, 31 (1990), 59-80.
Daniel Gilfoyle, “Veterinary Research and the African Rinderpest  Epizootic: The Cape Colony, 1896-1898,” Journal of Southern African Studies, Vol.29, no.1 (Mar., 2003), pp.135-154.

Roben Mutwira, “Southern Rhodesian Wildlife Policy (1890-1953): A question of Condoning Game Slaughter?” Journal of Southern African Studies, Vol.15, No.2, Special Issue on the Politics of Conservation in Southern Africa (Jan., 1989), pp.250-262.
Tamara Giles-Vernick, “Doli: Translating an African Environmental History of Loss in the Sangha River Basin of Equatorial Africa,” The Journal of African History, Vol. 41, No.3 (2000), pp.373-394.

Rachel Slater, “Between a Rock and a Hard Place: Contested Livelihoods in Qwaqwa National Park, South Africa,” The Geographical Journal, Vol. 168, No. 2 (Jun., 2002), pp. 116-129.

Richard Monastersky, “The Deforestation Debate,” Science News, Vol. 144, No.2 (Jul. 10, 1993), pp.26-27. 

Julia C. Allen and Douglas F. Barnes, “The Causes of Deforestation in Developing Countries,” Annals of the Association of American Geographers, Vol. 75, No.2 (Jun., 1985), pp.163-184.
Melissa Leach and James Fairhead, “Challenging Neo-Malthusian Deforestation Analyses in West Africa's Dynamic Forest Landscapes,” Population and Development Review, Vol. 26, No.1 (Mar., 2000), pp.17-43.

Ramachandura Guha, How much Should a Person Consume? Environmentalism in India and the United States (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2006), pp.220-250.
Course Requirements

Work for this course will consist of attendance, 2 reading responses, group and individual presentations, 7 quizzes, two 6-8 page papers, a midterm and a final exam. Attendance and participation are essential for succeeding in this course. Detailed instructions for these assignments will be given in class.

Your grade will be based on the following:

Midterm    


15
Final         


25

Paper 1       


15

Paper 2       


15

Attendance/Participation  
10
Reading Responses                     10
Quizzes                                       10
General Information

Policy on Plagiarism and cheating:

The expectation for all students in this class is that complete integrity will be demonstrated at all times. Cheating includes but is not limited to giving and/ or receiving improper assistance during exams, and constitutes academic dishonesty even if the action is merely passive in nature (such as not covering your paper when you know that someone is looking at it). Plagiarism, a form of academic theft, is the use and presentation of someone else’s ideas as if they are your own. Students cheating on exams or plagiarizing on assignments will receive a grade (0) on the assignment or exam and may be subject to other forms of penalties. Be honest and do your own work.

Lateness Policy:

I will mark down late papers one-third of a letter grade for each day that it is overdue. For example, an “A” paper that is one day overdue will become an “A-“. After the next day, it will become a “B+” and so on.

Instructions on writing papers.

Grades will be based on the following:

General Information: Papers should be 6-8 pages long and double-spaced in 12-point times font with one-inch margins.

Title: Include a title page. The title should not only reflect the texts or articles with which you are working, but the focus of the paper as well. 

Introduction: The introduction performs two roles. It introduces the paper and sets up the thesis. In a 6-8 page paper, the introduction should be one paragraph long and end with a thesis.

Thesis: You must have a clearly stated thesis. It should respond to the question. The thesis should contain your argument and a “blueprint” that lists the evidence you will use to prove it. Please italicize or underline your thesis.
Body: The body of the paper serves to support the thesis with evidence from the readings. The first sentence of each paragraph (topic sentence) should support the thesis and each subsequent sentence in the paragraph should support the topic sentence. Make smooth transitions between paragraphs.

Organization: The paper should progress logically. Each paragraph and each sentence should have a natural, logical progression to the next without requiring the reader to “fill in” ideas.

Conclusion: The conclusion should do more than simply restate the thesis. Although issues that arise in the paper should not be left unresolved, the conclusion may open up the issue for further thought. The conclusion should suggest implications for the argument presented in the paper by answering, “So what?”

Documentation: Use quotes to back up your arguments. Always explain the significance of each quote. Don’t use them to “pad” your essay. Each quote in the paper should be documented with a footnote or endnote (Chicago Manual style). Ideas, other than those attributable to common knowledge, must be properly documented.

Bibliography: You will need to have a bibliography. This should include all sources in the paper.

Accuracy: General comments: Avoid making broad generalizations such as “Africa” when you are talking about specific places such as Nigeria, South Africa, Zimbabwe, Kenya, and Tanzania. Avoid making judgmental statements such as “It was horrible…” “They were savages…” These kinds of statements do not contribute to the argument. Avoid the passive voice. 

Resources: I will encourage you to take advantage of Luther College’s Writing Center located in 108 Preus Libary, where tutors provide aid during all stages of the writing process. Schedule an appointment by filling out the writing tutor appointment form request, calling 387-1270, or walking in.

As always, I am available during my office hours and by appointment as well as through email to help with the papers at any point of the writing process.

Particular needs:

Please alert me if you may need some modification in seating, testing, or other class arrangement so that I may make appropriate arrangements.

Additional Resources:

Luther College’s Counseling Services, located in 217 Union, offers confidential consultation for students (phone: 387-1375). The Student Academic Support Center provides community-based support to all Luther College students. The SASC office is in 108 Preus (phone: 387-1045).

Questions/Problems:

Please feel free to visit me during my office hours (or by appointment) to discuss your work or any other course related problems. 

Calendar of assignments:

Note: The schedule is subject to change.

Week 1 ( Sept. 2 & 4)

D1     Introduction

D2    J.R McNeill, “Observations on the Nature and Culture of Environmental History,” History and Theory, Vol.42, No.4, Theme Issue 42: Environment and History (Dec., 2003), pp.5-43.

Week 2 ( Sept. 7, 9, and 11)

The World : Setting the Stage

D1  McNeill, Something Under Sun, Chapter 2.

The Global Environment

D2  McNeill, Something Under Sun,  Chapter, 4

D3  McNeill, Sun, Chapter, 5

Week 3 (Sept. 14, 16, and 18)

The Biosphere

D1: McNeill, Something Under the Sun, Chapter 8
 Film: Darwin’s Nightmare 
Urbanization and Environment           

D2  McNeill, Something New Under the Sun, Chapter 3

The Age of Fossil Fuels   

D3  McNeill, Something New Under the Sun, Chapter 10   

India & China: Environment and Imperialism

Week 4(Sept. 21, 23, and 25)

D1. Davis, Late Victorian Holocausts, Preface (pp.1-22), and  Chapter 1

D2. Davis, Late Victorian Holocausts, Chapter 2 & 3

D3. Davis, Late Victorian Holocausts, Chapter 4 &5

Week 5 (Sept. 28, 30, and Oct.2 )

D1. Davis, Late Victorian Holocausts, Chapter 6 & 7
D2. Davis, Late Victorian Holocausts, Chapter  8 & 9

D3. Davis, Late Victorian Holocausts, Chapter 10, 11, & 12

Sub-Saharan Africa

Week 6 (Oct. 5, 7, and 9)

D1.   McCann, Green Land, Brown Land, Black Land, Chapter 1 & 2

D2.  McCann, Green Land, Brown Land, Black Land, Chapter  3

D3.   McCann, Green Land, Brown Land, Black Land, Chapter 4 

Week 7 (Oct. 12, 14, and 16)

D1 McCann, Green Land, Brown Land, Black Land, Chapter  5

D2: McCann, Green Land, Brown Land, Black Land, Chapter 6

D3  Midterm Exam, October 16 2009

Saturday, October 17 through Wednesday, October 21

Fall Break

 Week 7 (Oct. 23)

D1. Review: McCann, Green Land, Brown Land, Black Land
NB: 1st Paper Due by Friday, October 23.

Conservation: Soil

Week 8 (Oct.26, 28, and 30)

D1. McCann, Green Land, Brown Land, and Black Land, Chapter 7 & Epilogue, 

Also read, A.M, Champion, “Soil Erosion in Africa,” The Geographical Journal, Vol. 82, No.2 (Aug., 1933), pp.130-139.

D2. David Anderson, “Depression, Dust Bowl, Demography, and Drought: The Colonial State and Soil Conservation in East Africa during the 1930s,” African Affairs, vol. 83, no.332 (July 1984), pp.321-342.

D3. William Beinart, “Soil Erosion, Conservation, and Ideas about Development: A Southern African Exploration, 1900-1960,” Journal of southern African Studies, Vol. 11, No. 1 (Oct., 1984), pp.52-83.

Conservation: Wild Animals

Week 9 (Nov. 2, 4, and 6) 

D1.  Fiona D. Mackenzie, Contested Ground: Colonial Narratives and the Kenyan Environment, 1920-1945, Journal of Southern African Studies, vol. 26, no.4, (December 2000), pp.697-718.  
Film: Shade into the Sun
D2.  Jane Carruthers, “Creating a National Park, 1910-1926,” Journal of Southern African Studies, Vol.15, No.2, (Jan.1989)
D3.   Rachel Slater, Between a Rock and a Hard Place: Contested Livelihoods in Qwaqwa National Park, South Africa, The Geographical Journal, Vol. 168, No. 2 (Jun., 2002), pp. 116-129.

Microbiota as Agents 
Week 10 (Nov.9, 11, and 13)
D1.  Philip D. Curtin, “The End of the ‘White Man’s Grave’? Nineteenth-Century Mortality in West Africa,” Journal of Interdisciplinary History, Vol. 21 (1990), pp. 63-88.
Film: Guns, Germs, and Steel (Episode 3: The Power of Germs)

D2. James Giblin, “Trypanosomiasis Control in African History: An Evaded Issue?” Journal of African History, 31 (1990), 59-80.
D3.  Student Reports findings on tsetse fly
Week 11 (Nov. 16, 18, and 20) 

D1. Student Report findings on tsetse fly
D2. Daniel Gilfoyle, “Veterinary Research and the African Rinderpest  Epizootic: The Cape Colony, 1896-1898,” Journal of Southern African Studies, vol.29, no.1 (March 2003), pp.135-154.

D3. No Class. ASA Conference

Week 12 (Nov. 23)

D1.  Roben Mutwira, Southern Rhodesian Wildlife Policy (1890-1953): A question of Condoning Game Slaughter? Journal of Southern African Studies, Vol.15, No.2, Special Issue on the Politics of Conservation in Southern Africa (Jan., 1989), pp.250-262.

Wednesday, November 25-Sunday, November 29.

Thanksgiving Break. No Classes

Conservation: Deforestation narratives and debates

Week 13 (Nov. 30, Dec. 2, and 4)

D1.Read: Julia C. Allen and Douglas F. Barnes, “The Causes of Deforestation in Developing Countries,”  Annals of the Association of American Geographers, Vol. 75, No.2 (Jun., 1985), pp.163-184.
and Richard Monastersky, “The Deforestation Debate,” Science News, Vol. 144, No.2 (Jul. 10, 1993), pp.26-27. 
D2. Tamara Giles-Vernick, “Doli: Translating an African Environmental History of Loss in the Sangha River Basin of Equatorial Africa,” The Journal of African History, Vol. 41, No.3 (2000), pp.373-394.

D3. Melissa Leach and James Fairhead, “Challenging Neo-Malthusian Deforestation Analyses in West Africa's Dynamic Forest Landscapes,” Population and Development Review, Vol. 26, No.1 (Mar., 2000), pp.17-43. 

NB: 2nd Paper Due by Friday, December 4

Environmentalism

Week 14 (Dec. 7, 9, and 11)

D1. What is Environmentalism?

Film: Harvest of Fear (PBS Home Video, 2001)
D2. Ramachandura Guha, How much Should a Person Consume? Environmentalism in India and the United States (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2006), pp.220-250
D3. Reflections

Week 15 ( Dec. 14-17) Final Examinations.

Date: Thursday, December 17, 2009
Time: 8:00-10:00 am
Venue: Valders 254
7

