Next Installment of Phenology Projects

Now that you have observed your Arb location, I would like you to work on your observation skills from different perspectives for the next set of phenology observations.  

· First, make observations at the large scale:  What is the weather like?  (You can check Carleton’s weather station information here:  http://weather.carleton.edu/.)  What is the overall topography of your area?  What are the dominant plants in your area? 

· Then look at the medium scale:  What habitats are you near?  Are you in the edge of a habitat or in the middle? 

· Then look at the small scale:  Turn over a leaf or log?  What is underneath?  What microclimates are apparent in your site?

More tips:

· Look both at the plants and for animal signs.  

· Pick something that peaked your interests and find out more about it.  What is it?  What are its habitat requirements?  Look up something interesting about it.  You can use the field guides on reserve in the library. The Arb website might also help: http://apps.carleton.edu/campus/arb/. 

