Colorado College

Fall 2011 First Year Experience Survey
Data Summary, Highlights and Selected Comments – Overall Demographics
The FYE Survey was administered at the end of Block 2, Fall 2011.  Four-hundred and eighty-seven surveys were distributed with 312 surveys completed and returned, resulting in a 64.1% response rate. General demographics such as academic division, gender and ethnicity of respondents are presented first, followed by tables indicating the mean and percentage of responses to each response option for each question.  The tables are grouped according to the appearance of the questions in the survey and are in sequential order. Comments are presented following the tables. Significance testing will follow in a separate report.
 Table 1. Respondents by Academic Division*
	
	Respondents

	
	#
	%

	Humanities
	134
	42.9

	Natural Sciences
	57
	18.3

	Social Sciences
	87
	27.9

	Interdisciplinary
	34
	10.9

	Total
	312
	100.0

	
	
	


*As one course included spanned two divisions, 11 students were counted above with the division of the last course in the sequence (Humanities) rather than the division of the first course in the sequence (Social Sciences), to avoid over counting.

Table 2. Respondents by Gender

	
	Respondents

	
	#
	%

	Male
	137
	43.9

	Female 
	171
	54.8

	Other
	2
	0.6

	Not Indicated
	2
	0.6

	Total
	312
	100.0


Table 3. Respondents by Ethnicity (self-identified)

	
	Respondents

	
	#
	%

	African American/Black
	5
	1.6

	Asian/Pacific Islander
	23
	7.4

	Hispanic/Chicano(a)/Latino(a)
	5
	1.6

	Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander
	0
	0.0

	International Student
	7
	2.2

	White/Caucasian
	233
	74.7

	Native American/American Indian
	0
	0.0

	Multi-Racial*
	30
	9.6

	Other†
	2
	0.6

	Not Indicated
	7
	2.2

	Total
	312
	100.0


*There was not a multi-racial response option in the survey.  The variable was created to accommodate the students that responded to more than one ethnic category. Answers of students indicating more than one response option were recoded into a multi-racial category that was created for this report. 
†Other responses included one respondent identifying as Middle Eastern

Question 80.  Compared to what you expected college work to be, your first blocks at Colorado College were:

· More Demanding, 94 (30.1%)
· What I Expected, 185 (59.3%)
· Less Demanding, 33 (10.6%)
· Unclear, 0 (0.0%)
Question 81.  Thus far, how satisfied have you been with your first-year experience at Colorado College?

· Very Satisfied, 176 (56.4%)
· Generally Satisfied, 122 (39.1%)
· Generally Dissatisfied, 13 (4.2%)
· Very Dissatisfied, 1 (0.3%)
· Unclear, 0 (0.0%)
Question 82.  Are you the first in your family to attend college?

· Yes, 22 (7.1%)
· No, 287 (92.0%)
· Unclear, 3 (1.0%) 
Question 83.  Did you attend the Colorado College Bridge Program (August 16-26, 2011)?

· Did not attend, 287 (92.3%)
· Humanities, 6 (1.9%)
· Natural Sciences, 4 (1.3%) 
· Social Sciences, 14 (4.5%)
· Unclear, 1 (0.3%)
Table 4. (Q1 - 17) Please indicate your skill level upon arrival at CC in the following areas. (Sorted by greatest percent indicating High)

	
	Mean
	High (1)
	Medium (2)
	Low (3)
	% Respondents Responding

	Distinguish between academic and non-academic materials
	1.56
	52.3
	39.9
	7.8
	98.7

	Distinguish between primary and secondary sources
	1.59
	49.8
	40.8
	9.3
	99.7

	Use at least one standard form of reference and documentation (e.g., MLA, APA, or Chicago)
	1.63
	48.7
	39.4
	11.9
	99.4

	Identify areas of interest outside of classroom interest
	1.57
	47.4
	47.8
	4.8
	100.0

	Identify academic areas that interest you
	1.67
	41.7
	49.7
	8.7
	100.0

	Balance your studies and personal life
	1.66
	40.8
	52.4
	6.8
	99.7

	Use evidence or data to support a clear argument or claim in your writing
	1.67
	40.1
	52.8
	7.1
	99.0

	Organize your academic work so that you can complete it most effectively
	1.72
	36.3
	55.0
	8.7
	99.7

	Analyze information or arguments in a scholarly manner
	1.76
	32.0
	59.5
	8.4
	99.0

	Identify and evaluate information relevant to academic assignments
	1.79
	29.2
	62.7
	8.1
	98.7

	Summarize the main ideas of reading effectively
	1.80
	28.8
	62.5
	8.7
	100.0

	Evaluate an author’s argument or viewpoint as it relates to the course
	1.79
	28.4
	63.9
	7.7
	99.4

	Write clear, persuasive prose with few or no errors
	1.86
	27.0
	60.5
	12.5
	99.7

	Identify challenges that you need to overcome to be at your academic best
	1.79
	26.0
	68.8
	5.1
	99.7

	Develop plans to explore areas of interest outside of classroom studies
	1.86
	25.2
	63.2
	11.6
	99.4

	Distinguish between important and unimportant, or between relevant or irrelevant, components of a course text
	1.86
	24.2
	65.8
	10.0
	99.4

	Develop plans to explore areas of academic interest
	1.96
	23.2
	57.9
	19.0
	99.7


Table 5. (Q18 -34) To what extent did your FYE help you develop this skill? (Sorted by greatest percent indicating To a Great Extent)

	
	Mean
	Great (1)
	Moderate (2)
	Minor (3)
	% Respondents Responding

	Analyze information or arguments in a scholarly manner
	 1.50(+.26)
	54.5
	40.6
	4.8
	99.4

	Evaluate an author’s argument or viewpoint as it relates to the course
	1.57(+.22)
	52.1
	38.9
	9.0
	99.7

	Use evidence or data to support a clear argument or claim in your writing
	1.56
	51.6
	40.3
	8.1
	98.7

	Summarize the main ideas of reading effectively
	1.63(+.17)
	47.1
	43.2
	9.7
	99.4

	Identify and evaluate information relevant to academic assignments
	1.64(+.15)
	44.1
	47.4
	8.5
	98.1

	Use at least one standard form of reference and documentation (e.g., MLA, APA, or Chicago)
	1.76
	43.7
	36.6
	19.7
	99.0

	Distinguish between important and unimportant, or between relevant or irrelevant, components of a course text
	1.66(+.20)
	41.6
	51.0
	7.4
	99.4

	Identify academic areas that interest you
	1.79
	38.1
	45.2
	16.8
	99.4

	Identify challenges that you need to overcome to be at your academic best
	1.71
	37.9
	53.7
	8.4
	99.0

	Write clear, persuasive prose with few or no errors
	1.77(+.09)
	37.7
	47.4
	14.9
	98.7

	Develop plans to explore areas of academic interest
	1.78(+.18)
	37.3
	47.1
	15.6
	98.7

	Distinguish between primary and secondary sources
	1.96(-.37)
	34.6
	34.3
	31.1
	99.0

	Distinguish between academic and non-academic materials
	1.87(-.31)
	33.7
	45.6
	20.7
	99.0

	Balance your studies and personal life
	1.83
	32.9
	51.6
	15.5
	99.4

	Identify areas of interest outside of classroom interest
	2.09(-.52)
	26.5
	37.7
	35.8
	99.4

	Organize your academic work so that you can complete it most effectively
	1.85
	25.8
	63.5
	10.6
	99.4

	Develop plans to explore areas of interest outside of classroom studies
	2.16
	20.2
	43.3
	36.5
	98.4


Table 6. (Q35 – Q48) Did your Block One FYE professor(s): (Sorted by greatest percent indicating Most of the Time)
	
	Mean
	Most of the Time (1)
	Sometimes (2)
	Very Little (3)
	% Respondents Responding

	Expect high quality work from the students?
	1.15
	86.8
	11.3
	1.9
	99.7

	Demonstrate enthusiasm for the course?
	1.15
	86.5
	12.3
	1.3
	99.4

	Hold you accountable for your work in the course?
	1.16
	85.9
	12.2
	1.9
	99.7

	Make a point of being available outside of class and making availability known to students?
	1.18
	84.9
	11.9
	3.2
	99.7

	Challenge/motivate you to do your best work?
	1.29
	74.2
	22.9
	2.9
	99.4

	Introduce you to the Honor Code and how the Code applies specifically to your FYE course?
	1.34
	73.3
	19.3
	7.4
	99.7

	Provide assignments that require you to master the course material?
	1.30
	72.5
	24.6
	2.9
	99.0

	Give you constructive feedback on your work (strengths, limitations, and suggestions for improvement)?
	1.38
	70.0
	21.9
	8.1
	99.4

	Engage you during classing sessions?
	1.37
	69.7
	23.9
	6.5
	99.4

	Present the course material clearly?
	1.38
	69.6
	23.0
	7.4
	99.0

	Organize the course effectively?
	1.37
	69.5
	23.8
	6.8
	99.7

	Give you feedback in sufficient time to put it to good use?
	1.47
	64.0
	25.1
	10.9
	99.7

	Discuss the quality of work expected from you in class?
	1.53
	55.0
	36.9
	8.1
	99.0

	Discuss grading criteria in class?
	1.67
	43.7
	45.3
	10.9
	99.7


Table 7. (Q49 – Q62) Did your Block Two FYE professor(s): (Sorted by greatest percent indicating Most of the Time)
	
	Mean
	Most of the Time (1)
	Sometimes (2)
	Very Little (3)
	% Respondents Responding

	Expect high quality work from the students?
	1.08
	93.0
	6.0
	1.0
	96.2

	Make a point of being available outside of class and making availability known to students?
	1.12
	89.3
	9.0
	1.7
	96.2

	Hold you accountable for your work in the course?
	1.12
	88.7
	11.0
	0.3
	96.2

	Demonstrate enthusiasm for the course?
	1.13
	87.6
	11.7
	0.7
	95.8

	Challenge/motivate you to do your best work?
	1.23
	79.0
	19.3
	1.7
	96.2

	Present the course material clearly?
	1.23
	79.0
	19.0
	2.0
	96.2

	Organize the course effectively?
	1.25
	78.4
	18.6
	3.0
	96.5

	Give you constructive feedback on your work (strengths, limitations, and suggestions for improvement)?
	1.30
	75.0
	20.3
	4.7
	96.2

	Provide assignments that require you to master the course material?
	1.27
	74.9
	23.4
	1.7
	95.8

	Introduce you to the Honor Code and how the Code applies specifically to your FYE course?
	1.34
	71.7
	22.3
	6.0
	96.2

	Give you feedback in sufficient time to put it to good use?
	1.37
	69.0
	24.7
	6.3
	96.2

	Engage you during classing sessions?
	1.35
	68.3
	28.0
	3.7
	96.2

	Discuss the quality of work expected from you in class?
	1.47
	57.9
	36.8
	5.4
	95.8

	Discuss grading criteria in class?
	1.68
	43.7
	44.7
	11.7
	96.2


Table 8. (Q63 – 68) How often did you take part in the following activities during your first course? (Sorted by greatest percent indicating several times/week)

	
	Mean
	Once a Day (1)
	Several Times/ Week (2)
	Once/ Week (3)
	Twice/ Block (4)
	Once/ Block (5)
	Did Not Take Part (6)
	% Respondents Responding

	Talked with friends about issues raised in class
	2.16
	29.3
	42.4
	18.6
	4.8
	2.6
	2.3
	99.7

	Formulated and defended your own position during a class discussion
	2.16
	29.4
	41.9
	18.4
	5.5
	3.5
	1.3
	99.4

	Felt engaged during class
	1.47
	59.8
	35.4
	4.2
	0.0
	0.0
	0.6
	99.7

	Used library resources (other than the Learning Commons)
	3.51
	3.2
	20.2
	28.2
	26.0
	16.0
	6.4
	100.0

	Used the resources in the Learning Commons other than Writing Center
	5.34
	1.9
	2.3
	6.1
	8.1
	12.6
	69.0
	99.4

	Used the Writing Center
	5.24
	0.6
	1.3
	3.9
	14.5
	27.4
	52.3
	99.4


Table 9. (Q69-70) Did your FYE include the following: (Sorted by greatest percent indicating Yes)

	
	Mean
	Yes (1)
	No (2)
	% Respondents Responding

	An orientation to Tutt Library
	1.00
	100.0
	0.0
	100.0

	An introduction to library research
	1.01
	98.7
	1.3
	100.0


Table 10. (Q71-77) Did your FYE incorporate the following: (Sorted by greatest percent indicating Yes)
	
	Mean
	Yes (1)
	No (2)
	% Respondents Responding

	Rigorous study of the subject or discipline and relevant texts, materials, data, practices, or methods
	1.04
	96.5
	3.5
	100.0

	Multiple small papers or writing assignments
	1.14
	86.2
	13.8
	100.0

	A research project involving a substantial amount of research and presentation of the research
	1.14
	85.6
	14.4
	100.0

	Writing during the first week of class
	1.19
	81.0
	19.0
	99.7

	One or more long papers (8-20 pages)
	1.26
	73.6
	26.4
	99.7

	Writing assignments laid out in a ways that built on each other
	1.26
	73.5
	26.5
	99.4

	Opportunities to rewrite papers/writing assignments
	1.38
	61.7
	38.3
	99.7

	
	
	
	
	


Table 11. (Q78) Average number of hours spent in class per week (including lab, field, studio, etc.):

	 
	Number of Hours 

	 
	#
	%

	10 hours or less
	4
	1.3

	11-15 hours
	176
	56.4

	16-20 hours
	100
	32.1

	Over 20 hours
	32
	10.3

	Not indicated
	0
	0.0

	Total
	312
	100.0


Table 12. (Q79) Average number of hours spent on coursework outside of class (small groups, writing, and reading) per week:

	 
	Number of Hours

	 
	#
	%

	10 hours or less
	31
	9.9

	11-15 hours
	92
	29.5

	16-20 hours
	89
	28.5

	Over 20 hours
	100
	32.1

	Not indicated
	0
	0.0

	Total
	312
	100.0


Additional Comments: All respondent comments were course specific and were therefore included only in the comments section of individual course reports.
PAGE  
1
First Year Experience Survey, Fall 2011

Office of Institutional Research

