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Latino Identities in Chicago
Dr. Gizella Meneses

Horas de oficina: lunes 12:20 – 2:20  p.m. y jueves 11:00-12:00 

o por cita previa  

Oficina: Carnegie 101

Teléfono: 847-735-5279 

Correo electrónico: meneses@lakeforest.edu
Libros de texto: 

La casa en Mango Street, Sandra Cisneros, Translated by: Elena Poniatowska

Tan lejos de Dios, Ana Castillo
Reader (Latino Crossings; González-Berry, Erlinda. “Sobre cruzar fronteras y robar banderas: confesiones de una escritora poscolonial”; Entre el corazón y la tierra; Muy Macho. “Me Macho, You Jane” –Ray González;)

Field trips:

Excursión: Teatro Luna, 7:00 p.m., Chicago Dramatists, 1105 W. Chicago Ave. “Machos” Coya Paz.

Viva Chicago, music festival

Pilsen

Paseo Boricua

Film:

Clandestination and the One Man Banned
Course Description and Objectives
In this course offering, the student will conduct a cross-disciplinary investigation of the vibrantly complex Chicago Latino community. In doing so, he/she will come to understand both the community’s unifying characteristics as well as its internal plurality. Moreover, through various sub-disciplines (immigration, assimilation, race relations, cultural expression, and language), the student will examine ways in which Chicago Latinos distinguish themselves from Latinos at large. 
Various teaching methods will be used to arouse interest in and deepen comprehension of the subject matter. The student will conduct personal interviews of members of different Latino communities (Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican); observe and compare various modes of cultural expression of those communities (literature, music, dance, visual art, cuisine, worship); read literary samples as well as testimonials; and examine the linguistic characteristics unique to each. Above all, the student will enlarge his/her perspective of the prominent socio-cultural role Latinos have held and maintain in Chicago. 

Prerequisite: a 300-level Spanish course. (Cross-listed as Latin American Studies 400 and Women’s and Gender Studies 400. Meets GEC Cultural Diversity Requirement.). 

Mesa de español: los martes en Stuart Commons Pierson Room B a las 12:00 p.m. 
Course Requirements

Attendance

Attendance will be taken at each class meeting. Only one excused absence is permitted.  In case of illness or family emergencies, please notify me immediately and provide the necessary documentation. If you are absent more than once, your final grade will be lowered one grade (that is, an A becomes an A- on the second absence). If you miss a class for any reason, YOU are responsible for staying current regarding assignments, in-class work and announcements. If you need to miss a class due to health, personal reasons, or athletics, please notify me in advance. Also, students who arrive late will lose three points per evaluation period.  Students are required to be in class on presentation, exam, speaker, and field trip days.  Please review calendar for excursion dates as well as speaking engagements. Also, students who arrive late more than twice will be counted as absent for each additional late day. Promptness is required.

Evaluation criteria: 
Preparation, Participation




= 20%
Presentation






=10%

Literary Log






= 25%

Final Project






= 25%

Exams







= 20%
Preparation & Participation (20%)
This portion of your grade is as follows:

The extent of your preparation for class and the quality of your in-class participation. The criteria for preparation and participation will be handed out in class.

Presentation (10%)

Your presentation is part of your final project. The topic of this presentation is the topic of your final paper as well.

Literary Log (25%)

The criteria for the literary logs will be handed out in class.

Final Project (25%)
The final paper will be 5-7 pages in length (7-10 for senior seminar students). This does not include the bibliographical section. Also, most of the papers will require interviews as well, which will form part of the appendix. Please follow MLA style (Times New Roman, double space between lines and paragraphs, 12 font, etc…)

Exams (20%)

There will be a mid-semester exam and an end-of-the-semester exam.

No late homework or essays will be accepted.

Academic Honesty: Please familiarize yourself with the Lake Forest College’s policies on student plagiarism, as I will strictly abide by these.  If you do NOT understand the nature of plagiarism, please contact me for further explanation or please refer to: http://www.lakeforest.edu/academics/writing/plag.asp
Eating and drinking: Eating and drinking is prohibited in class except for bottled water.
Cell Phones: Cell phones should not be visible and should not be used before, during or after class while you are in the classroom itself. Once you have exited the room, please feel free to make your calls. 

