Readings in the History of Mexico and the United States 
History 210 Syllabus

Spring 2008
M/W 10-11, T 11-12
Beatrice McKenzie





Office Hours

MI 104







Tuesday
2:30 – 3:30


363-2197






Thursday
11:00 -11:50

mckenzie@beloit.edu





…or by appointment

This readings seminar on the history of Mexico and Mexico's relationship with the United States since 1810 has four parts:  nation-building in Mexico and the U.S., Texas, the Mexican-American War and the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, Mexico's 20th century revolution, and borderlands relations in light of economic integration and immigration.  

The structure of the class is reading, discussion, lecture, and student presentation.  Required readings and discussion dates and topics are marked in the syllabus.  In order to take the course, you must commit to reading four hours and writing one hour per week, in addition to time spent on oral presentations and preparing for the two exams.

Required Books (for purchase and on reserve at the library)

Alicia Hernández Chávez, Mexico: a Brief History (2006)  $24.95.  Paperback ISBN 0-520-24491-5.  360 pages.
Jose Enrique de la Pena, With Santa Anna in Texas: A Personal Narrative of the Revolution (1975; intro. 1997).  Paperback ISBN 89096-527-7.  $13.  237 pages.
Laura E. Gomez, Manifest Destinies, The Making of the Mexican American Race (2007).  288 pages.  $35  Hardcover.  ISBN-10: 0814731740.   

Matthew Garcia, A World of Its Own:  Race, Labor and Citrus in the Making of Greater Los Angeles.  Paperback.  $23.  ISBN-10: 0807849839.   

Timothy Henderson, A Glorious Defeat: Mexico and Its War With the United States.  Hardcover. $18.  ISBN-10: 0809061201.

Assignments and Grading: 

Participation (reaction papers, quizzes 


30%



and discussions):

 




Student Presentation:




10%



In class Midterm Exam:




30%



In class Final Exam:





30%

Reading Responses:  For every assigned text, you should have a 1-2 page typed or handwritten critical reading response, turned in at the beginning of the class in which the text will be discussed.  Reading responses may be a summary, informal notes, or a formal reaction with a thesis.  Your response will be graded on its thoroughness.  When completed thoughtfully, the response papers will prepare you to discuss the readings in class and provide notes for exam review.  Papers turned in after the class in which they are discussed, for any reason, will receive a grade of 75 (C) or below.

Midterm Exam:  This exam, which will be taken in class, will consist of five identifications and one essay on the topics of nation-building and the Mexican American war.  

Final Exam:  This exam, which will be taken in class, will consist of one or two essay questions on topics from the class from the Mexican Revolution through economic integration.  The best exams will draw from - and cite - thoughtful reading reaction papers, class lectures and class discussions.  

Disability Services

If you have a disability and would like to speak to someone about possible accommodations, please visit the LSSC (Learning Support Services Center)located on the first floor of 635 College St. You will need to provide appropriate documentation of your disability to the Director of the LSSC. If you wish to receive accommodations in my class please provide as soon as possible the LSSC Accommodation Verification Letter, dated for this semester, so your learning needs may be appropriately met.

