English 380 

(Crosslisted with Southwest Studies, Comparative Literature and American Cultural Studies)

Borderlands Theory, Song, and Literature

Meeting time: 9:30

Classroom: Armstrong 259B

Instructor: Laura Padilla


Policies and Schedule

Office Hours: Thursday 1:00 to 3:00

Office: Armstrong 253.

Phone: x6509
Email:  laura.padilla@coloradocollege.edu
Required course work:

· Three weekly contributions to a critical portfolio.
· One final critical portfolio, with revisions on previous entries, an additional entry for the last week’s readings, and a 5-7 page long introductory essay that summarizes the field of study and discussion.
· Class work, active participation in class discussion, and attendance of office hours.
Class goals:

1. To learn how to use scholarly vocabulary to describe the pleasures and troubles of reading literary texts.
2. To develop the ability to form impressions of literary texts into scholarly arguments that reveal the significance of the text’s descriptive details, form, relationship to other texts, etc.
3. To explore the possibilities and limitations of several critical and theoretical approaches to literature.
4. To strengthen knowledge of the histories and cultures of the U.S./Mexico Border and explore the border as symbol and symptom of social and political inequality.
Grades:

Each assignment is given a different weight in the final grade, as follows:

1. Your Participation in class is a necessary part of our total educational experience.  So after completing the reading for the day, you are required to prepare an explication of that day’s reading.  First, you might summarize the plot.  You might also inventory the imagery and figurative language in the reading, and remark on how these effect the tone and pace of the reading.  Finally, prepare at least one question with which to begin class discussion. Class participation is the first step to a good paper.  Class discussions are the forum in which we will seek insight into the readings, and begin to define analytical approaches.  Once again, prepared and active participation in discussions is a daily requirement. Expect to make at least two visits to my office hours.

2. A weekly portfolio entry.  This is a formal essay that summarizes the week’s theoretical readings, and then applies it to that week’s fictional or poetic work.  These are always due on Fridays at 3:00, either in my office or in my box in the English Department office.

3. A Final Critical Portfolio.  This will be a compilation of all of your portfolio entries.  It is advisable that you revise these entries before you submit it on the last day of class.  Along with one final portfolio contribution, this final portfolio will include a 5-7 page introductory essay, that describes the field of Borderlands literature and theory.  This is due on the last day of class at 12:00.

Policies

1) I do not accept late work.  If you are sick or otherwise unable to complete an assignment, you MUST contact me at least one day before the due date in order to receive an extension.  Missing class is not an excuse to not turn in your work.

2) You must attend class every day.  If you arrive after roll has been taken, you will not be noted as present.  If you are not prepared or able to participate in class discussion, you will be counted as absent.  After two absences, you will receive a failing grade for the block.

3) The Colorado College’s policies on academic honesty are strictly enforced.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated and could result in a failing grade for the course.  In accordance with this policy, all sources in any assignment should be cited as thoroughly as possible according to Modern Language Association standards. Refer to Tutt Library’s reference page for MLA standards and formats.  Violation of the honor code may result in your dismissal from this class with a failing grade.

4) You are expected to treat your fellow students with respect. Examples of disrespectful behavior include, but are not limited to: using cell phones or texting during class, packing up your books before class has ended, or monopolizing class resources such as reserve books and films.  The instructor trusts that as an adult, a scholar, and a member of The Colorado College community, you possess the good sense and manners to know when you are behaving appropriately.  However, she reserves the right to judge the appropriateness of your behavior, and to dismiss disruptive or disrespectful students from the class.
Grade Breakdown

	Participation (includes class participation and office hours)
	10%

	Portfolio Contribution One
	20%

	Portfolio Contribution Two
	20%

	Portfolio Contribution Three
	20%

	Final Portfolio with Introductory Essay
	30%


Course Schedule

Required Texts:  

Americo Paredes, With His Pistol in His Hand

Tomás Rivera, …and the earth did not devour him…

Gloria Anzaldua, Borderlands/ La Frontera

Sandra Cisneros, Woman Hollering Creek

Course reader. *indicates readings on course PROWL site.

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Introductions.


	José Vasconcelos, “The Cosmic Race” and “A Mexican Schoolboy’s Experiences in Eagle Pass, Texas”* 


	Octavio Paz, “The Pachuco and Other Extremes” and “Sons of La Malinche” from Labyrinth of Solitude*
	Film: Border Brujo

Selection from Warrior for Gringostroika*
	Portfolio contribution due at 3:00


	Americo Paredes, With His Pistol in His Hand
	Selection from Jose Limon Mexican Ballads, Chicano Poems


	Ramón Saldivar, “Race, Class and Gender in the Southwest: Foundations of an American Resistance Literature and Its Literary History.”
	Tomás Rivera, …and the earth did not devour him…


	Portfolio contribution due at 3:00

	Gloria Anzaldua, Borderlands/ La Frontera  p. 1-98
	Gloria Anzaldua, Borderlands/ La Frontera, p. 101- 203
	Norma Alarcon,

“Traddutora, Traditora: A Paradigmatic Figure of Chicana Feminism”*
	Sandra Cisneros, Woman Hollering Creek


	Portfolio contribution due at 3:00

	Film: Traffic  
	Film: Señorita Extraviada
	Final Portfolio due at 12:00
	
	


