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Important Dates

Friday, December 10 

3pm Analytic paper 1 “What Is Development”

Monday, December 20

12pm Review paper 2 “Review”

Wednesday, December 22
 9-10:30am Final Exam

Course Description

This course is concerned with the theory and practice of international development. We will study the evolution of the project of development from its launched as a post-World War II initiative to its characteristics under the current era of economic globalization and liberalization, including backlashes against the forms this project has taken.  Each phase of development has been marked by intense theoretical and practical debate, from the certainties of modernization theory, the explanatory perspectives of dependency theory to more current critiques of anti-development and anti-globalization theorists.  In this course, I will examine the intellectual and practical foundations of these debates.  To do so, we will link development theories to the material practice of development. 

While the standard curriculum of development studies courses focuses on policy actors and institutions – such as states, mega-institutions and NGOs – we will broaden the scope of development studies by looking at the social, political, environmental and economic practices through which development is experienced.  By studying, for example, the informal economy, peasant movements and global and local strategies for sustainable development we will investigate the boundaries between development theory and practice.  In this way, we will investigate the “Third World” as more than a recipient of development, but as a site from which development objectives, theories and practices emerge. 

Upon completion of the course, students will: 1) have a familiarity with development problems, 2) be able to explain and critique the various approaches to the practice of development, and 3) be able to use case studies to test the hierarchy between the first and the third world that is applied to solve development problems.

Course Requirements and Grading

1. Participation: 20%

A main goal of this class is to nurture critical thinking.  Class will be structured around focused class discussions, and your grade is dependent upon the quality of your participation.  Please come to class prepared, having completed your readings and reading to discuss them.  Ask each other hard questions, listen to your peers’ responses and respect the opinions of instructors and classmates. Remember, there are no wrong answers; but you must be able to support your argument with sound reasoning!

2. Discussion leading role: 10%

Student discussion leaders will be assigned to facilitate our scholarly debates.   Your class discussion role will be evaluated according to the following criteria.  Students are encouraged to meet with your fellow discussion leaders before the discussion day.

a) Leaders are good listeners—I all listen to one another with respect and build on what one is saying; 

b) Leaders are critical thinkers—I make constructive criticism and build on the strengths and weaknesses of arguments; 

c) Leaders are independent scholars—I make connections between readings by identifying where authors agree/disagree and make sense of scholarly arguments.    

3. Posting reflections to Prowl: 10%
Students are required to post your reflection of the readings on Prowl.  After completing the reading assignment, write brief responses (no more than 150 words).  Your reflection should include answers to these questions: 1) What is the main point of this reading?; 2) What information did you find surprising? Why?; 3) What did you find confusing? Why?.  Posting the questions must be done by 8:30 am each class the reading assignments are due. 
4. Two analytic papers: 15% each

1) What is development? 3-4 double-spaced page critical assessment of “development.”  You are encouraged to focus on any of the angles—meanings, functions, or effects of “development.”  You should use articles and books (outside resources can be used, too) that we have so far read to support your argument. Your analysis should relate to the key themes of the course.  

Due in drop box and Prowl: Friday December 10 at 2pm

2) Reading review: 3-4 double-spaced page review of 2 readings of your choice.  Review should show a critical understanding of the readings' arguments, relating them to the themes of the course.  

Due in drop box and Prowl: Tuesday, December 20 at 12pm

5. Final exam: 30%

Wednesday, December 22, 9-10:30am

Grade Distributions

Class discussion: 

20%

Discussion leading role

10%

Posting questions

10%

Two analytic papers:

30% (15% each)

Final exam: 


30%

Grade cutoff points are as follows: A = 96-100%; A- = 91-95%; B+ = 87-90%; B= 83-86%; B = 80-82%; C+ = 77-79%; C = 73-76%; C- = 70-72%; D+ = 67-69%; D = 63-66%; NC = < 62%.

Expectations and Responsibilities

I am excited about this course!  I expect you to be excited about the course, too.  This excitement carries us through the entire block.  However, sustaining the excitement is not easy.  There are times when you are distracted by what surrounds you in everyday lives.  But I want you to keep focused on what you are doing throughout the block.  I want you to engage with the readings which may seem sometimes abstract and challenging to you at this early stage in your college education.  Never give up on the readings!  If you cannot comprehend at all, try to pick up some key points, and try to capture a big picture that the author is trying to put together.   In other words, you should not be bogged down by every detail, and come to class with your thoughts and questions.  It is our hope and responsibility that some disconnected ideas make a sense by the end of the block.  Therefore, I encourage you to keep up with your good work because only such a work habit can bear fruit in the long run.  

I expect you to come to class prepared to engage.  I believe that active and intelligent class participation is essential part of effective learning.  Being able to address your thoughts in class is an important skill that you will need to develop in/beyond this block.  Getting readings done does not mean that you have something to say about them.  I strongly suggest that after finishing the reading assignment for each class session, you spend 15-30 minutes preparing for class.  This time helps organize your thoughts that you might want to address in class.  In addition, it is important to know that what I expect from you is not accuracy but your effort to engage.  

You can expect us to work very hard to create a valuable learning environment for you.  I will give you my feedback on your paper promptly, meet with you for advising, and write you reference letters (e.g., internships, programs, and scholarships) in/beyond this block.  In other words, I will make time for you.  

Academic Conduct

Plagiarism of any kind is strictly forbidden.  Plagiarism entails borrowing ideas from others without attributing source.  The Honor Code applies to all work for this course.  Please sign the full honor code and your name to the final drafts of all papers and the final exam.  Please familiarize yourself with the College Honor Code as it applies to this course: http://www.coloradocollege.edu/academics/honorcode.asp 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

If you have a disability and require accommodations for this course, please speak with the instructor as soon as possible so that your needs many be appropriately met.  If you have not already done so, you will need to register with Disability Services (Learning Commons at Tutt Library, Room 152, 227-8285), the office responsible for coordinating accommodations and services for students with disabilities.

Attendance Policy

Attendance is very important.  I expect you to attend every class.  Missing class will hurt you in two ways.  First, you will miss the thesis of the readings that I will take up in class.  This will have significant impact on what you get out of this course.  Second, I will dock your final grade third a letter grade (e.g., from a B- to a C+) for each unexcused absence.  Make-up exams will only be given in the case of sickness (requiring a doctor’s note) or family emergency (requiring a Dean’s note).  More than three undocumented absences will automatically result in a failing grade (no credit).  Should you be forced to miss class because of activities, you must inform the instructor ahead of time.  In order to maintain the effectiveness of small class learning, I will limit the class size at 25 students.  If you signed up but failed to attend the first day of class, you will lose your seat in order to accommodate students on the wait list who attend the first day.  I value the first day as equal as the rest of the days in the course.  

Late Policy

Late papers will not be accepted under any circumstances.  I will dock your paper grade third a letter grade (e.g., an B- to a C+ or from a C to a C-) for each day.  Special Arrangements will only be made in the case of sickness (requiring a doctor’s note) or family emergency (requiring a Dean’s note).  

Important Etiquettes

In order to create a pleasant study environment for everyone, please follow these etiquettes.  Please turn off your cell phones when you enter the classroom.  Merely putting the phone on vibrate is not sufficient as it distracts us.  I do not permit the use of laptops in the classroom.  If you have special needs for note taking with a laptop, please let us know.  Please come to the class on time.  You may drink but please do not eat in class.  Theses are just a few things which distract our attention.  For other issues, please use your common sense, and treat one another with respect and courtesy.  If problems continue to disturb the proper procedures of class, I will ask disruptive students to leave class.  

Appointments with the Instructors

Meeting with professors could be challenging for students.  Although I know exactly how you feel, I encourage you to TALK to me in person on any subjects related to class.  My office is located at Palmer Hall 22J.  If you cannot make it during our office hours, please email us for an appointment.  In principle, I use our emails to make appointments rather than consultations.  I am also available for coffee, tea, or lunch at Wooglin’s or Rastall.  If chatting in informal situations makes you more comfortable, please let me know.    

Readings

Textbooks

Harvey, David. 2007. A Brief History of Neoliberalism. New York: Oxford University Press.

Ferguson, James. 1994. The Anti-Politics Machine: Development, Depoliticization and Bureaucratic Power in Lesotho. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.

They are around $25 when you buy new copies.  Used copies are less expensive.  

Course Reader with articles will be available for purchase at the start of class.

COURSE OUTLINE

1. Monday, November 29

Introduction to the course

Kristof, Nocolas. 2009. “Where Sweatshops Are a Dream.” The New York Times
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/15/opinion/15kristof.html?scp=6&sq=kristof%20cambodia&st=cse
I. DEVELOPMENT THEORIES

2. Tuesday, November 30

Historical Perspectives on Development
Lappe, Frances and Joseph Collins. 1978. “Why Can’t People Feed Themselves?” In Food First: 75-85.

Bernstein, Henry. 2000. “Colonialism, Capitalism, Development.” In Tim Allen and Alan Thomas eds. Poverty and Development into the 21st Century. Oxford: Oxford University Press: 241-270.
Davis, Mike. 2004. “The Political Ecology of Famine: The origins of the Third World.” In Richard Peet and Michael Watts eds. Liberation Ecologies: Environment, Development, Social Movements (second edition). London: Routledge: 44-57.

Suggested

Wolf, Eric. 1982. Europe and the People without History. Berkeley: University of California Press.
Rodney, Walter. 1974. How Europe Underdeveloped Africa. Washington, D.C.: Howard University Press.

Davis, Mike. 2002. Late Victorian Holocausts: El Nino Famines and the Making of the Third World. London: Verso.
Arrighi, Giovanni. 1990. “The Developmentalist Illusion: A Reconceptualization of the Semiperiphery,” in William G. Martin (ed.) Semiperipheral States in the World Economy.  New York: Greenwood Press: 11-42.  

Wallerstein, Immanuel. 1991. “Development: Lodestar or Illusion.” In Unthinking Social Science: The Limits of Nineteenth Century Paradigms. Cambridge: Polity Press: 104-124.
Wallerstein, Immanuel. 1972. "Three Paths of National Development in Sixteenth‐Century Europe." Studies in Comparative International Development 7: 95‐101.
3. Wednesday, December 1

Modernization Theory and Dependency Theory 
Lerner, Daniel. 1958. "The Grocer and the Chief: A Parable." In The Passing of Traditional Society: Modernizing the Middle East. Glencoe: Free Press: 19‐42.

Rostow, W. W. 1971. The Stages of Economic Growth: A Non‐Communist Manifesto. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press: 4‐16. 
Valenzuela, Samuel J., and Arturo Valenzuela. 1978. "Modernization and Dependency: Alternative Perspectives in the Study of Latin American Underdevelopment." Comparative Politics 10(4): 535‐557.

Suggested

Isbister, John. 2003. “Explanations of Underdevelopment” In Promises Not Kept: Poverty and the Betrayal of Third World Development. Bloomfield, CT: Kumarian: 30-65.

Gerchenkron, Alexander. 1966. Economic Backwardness in Historical Perspective. The Belknap Press: 5‐30. 

Cardoso, Fernando Henrique and Enzo Faletto. 1979. Dependency and Development in Latin America. Berkeley: University of California Press: 8‐28.

Vincent Ferraro. 1996. “Dependency Theory: An Introduction.” In Giogrio Secondi ed. The Development Economics Reader. London: Routledge.
Waterbury, John. 1999. “The Long Gestation and Brief Triumph of Import Substituting Industrialization.” World Development 27(2): 323-341.

4. Thursday, December 2

Neoliberalism
Harvey, David. 2007. A Brief History of Neoliberalism. New York: Oxford University Press: Ch 1-4 (1-119) and 165-182.
Harvey, David. 2010. “Crises of Capitalism.”  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qOP2V_np2c0&feature=related
Suggested

Polanyi, Karl. 1957 (1944). The Great Transformation: The Political and Economic Origins of Our Time. Boston: Beacon.
Ruggie, J. 1982. “International Regimes, Transactions and Change: Embedded Liberalism in the Post-War Order.” International Organization 36(3): 379-415.

Lacher, H. 1999. “Embedded Liberalism, Disembedded Markets: Reconceptualizing the Pax Americana.” New Political Economy 4(3): 343-360.
Lal, Deepak. 1985. "The Misconceptions of Development Economics." Finance & Development 22 (2): 10‐13.

Craig, Susanne. 2010. “Wall Street Regains Its Swagger.” The New York Times Nov. 23. http://video.nytimes.com/video/2010/11/23/business/1248069341995/wall-street-regains-its-swagger.html 

5. Friday, December 3

The New Institutional Economics
Bardhan, Pranab. 1989. “The New Institutional Economics and Development Theory: A Brief Critical Assessment.” World Development 17(9): 1389-1395.  
Harriss, John, Janet Hunter, and Colin Lewis. 1995. “Development and significance of NIE.” In Harriss, John, Janet Hunter, and Colin M.Lewis eds. 1995. The New Institutional Economics and Third World Development. London: Routledge: 1-13. 
World Bank. 1997. The World Development Report: The State in A Changing World. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 1-15. 
Suggested
Nabli, M. and J. Nugent 1989. “The New Institutional Economics and Its Applicability to Development.” World Development 17(9): 1333-1347.
Doner, Richard and Ben Schneider. 2000. “The New Institutional Economics, Business Associations and Development.” Brazilian Journal of Political Economy 20(3): 39-62. (Read 39-47). 
Kohli, Atul. 1989. "Politics of Economic Liberalization in India." World Development 17(3): 305-338.
Krueger, Anne O. 1990. "Government Failures in Development." Journal of Economic Perspectives 4 (3): 9‐23
Evans, Peter. 1989. “Predatory, Developmental, and Other Apparatuses: A Comparative Political Economy Perspective on the Third World State.” Sociological Forum 4 (4): 561-587. 
Onis, Ziya. 1991. “The Logic of the Developmental State.” Comparative Politics 24(1): 109‐26. 
II. DEVELOPMENT & POLITICS

6. Monday, December 6

Changing forms of International Aid: From the Washington Consensus to the Post-Washington Consensus

Peet, Richard. 2009. “The International Monetary Fund” and “the World Bank.” In Unholy Trinity. London: Zed Books: 66-177.  

Mosse, David. 2005. “Global Governance and the Ethnography of International Aid.” In D. Mosse ed. The Aid Effect: Giving and Governing in International Development. London: Pluto Press: 1-36.
Craig, David and Doug Porter. 2006. Development Beyond Neoliberalism? Governance, Poverty Reduction and Political Economy. London: Routledge: 63-94. 
Carroll, Toby. 2009. “’Social Development’ as Neoliberal Trojan Horse: The World Bank and the Kecamatan Development Program in Indonesia.” Development and Change 40(3): 447-466.  

Suggested

Williamson, John. 1990. "What Washington Means by Policy Reform." In Latin American Adjustment: How Much Has Happened? Washington, D.C.: Institute for International Economics: 5‐20. http://www.iie.com/publications/papers/paper.cfm?researchid=486
Wolfowitz, Paul. 2006. “Good Governance and Development: A Time for Action.” http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTABOUTUS/ORGANIZATION/EXTPRESIDENT2007/EXTPASTPRESIDENTS/EXTOFFICEPRESIDENT/0,,contentMDK:20883752~menuPK:64343258~pagePK:51174171~piPK:64258873~theSitePK:1014541,00.html
Fine, Ben, Costas Lapavitsas and Jonathan Pincus eds. 2001. Development Policy in the Twentieth-First Century: Beyond the Post-Washington Consensus. London: Routledge.

Houtzager, Peter and Mick Moore eds. 2005. Changing Paths: International Development and the New Politics of Inclusion. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 

Leftwich, Adrian. 1993. “Governance, Democracy and Development in the Third World.” Third World Quarterly 14(3): 605-624.

Moore, Mick and Mark Robinson. 1994. “Can Foreign Aid Be Used to Promote Good Government in Developing Countries?”  Ethics and International Affairs 8(1): 141-158.  
Carroll, Toby. 2004. “The World Bank and the Politics of Development.” ASIAVIEW 14(1): 4&10. 
Easternly, William. 2010 “Foreign Aid for Scoundrels.” The New York Review of Books November 25, 2010 http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2010/nov/25/foreign-aid-scoundrels/
7. Tuesday, December 7

Depoliticizing Development

Ferguson, James. The Anti-Politics Machine: Development, Depoliticization and Bureaucratic Power in Lesotho: 1-100. 

Suggested

Harriss, John. 2001. Depoliticizing Development: The World Bank and Social Capital. New Delhi: Leftword Books. 

Mosse, David. 2005. Cultivating Development: An Ethnography of Aid Policy and Practice. London & Ann Arbor: Pluto Press.

Mitchell, Timothy. 2002. Rule of Experts: Egypt, Techno-Politics, Modernity. Berkeley: University of California Press.  
8. Wednesday, December 8

Film: The Big Sellout (directed by Florian Opitz, 95 minutes)
Sacks, Jeffrey. 2010. “In Search of Equilibrium.” The New York Times. December 2.
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/02/opinion/global/02iht-GA04Sachs.html?emc=eta1 

9. Thursday, December 9

Depoliticizing Development

Ferguson, James. The Anti-Politics Machine: Development, Depoliticization and Bureaucratic Power in Lesotho: 103-166, 251-277.

Suggested

Sharma, Aradhana. 2008. Logics of Empowerment: Development, Gender, and Governance in Neoliberal India. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.

Li, Tania. 2007. The Will to Improve: Governmentality, Development, and the Practice of Politics. Durham: Duke.
10. Friday, December 10

***ASSIGNMENT DUE in drop box and Prowl at 3pm: Analytical Paper on “What is Development?”*** 
What is “Development”?

Ferguson, James. The Anti-Politics Machine: Development, Depoliticization and Bureaucratic Power in Lesotho: 279-288

Rist, Gilbert. 2008. “Definitions of Development.” In History of Development. London: Zed Books: 8-24.
Escobar, Arturo. 1995. “The Problematization of Poverty: The Tale of Three Worlds and Development.” In Encountering Development: The Making and Unmaking of the Third World. Princeton: Princeton University Press: 21‐54.

Shrestha, Nanda. 1995. “Becoming a Development Category.” In Jonathan Crush ed. Power of Development. New York: Routledge: 266-277.

Suggested

Esteva, Gustavo. 1992. “Development.” in Wolfgang Sachs (ed.) The Development Dictionary: A Guide to Knowledge as Power. London: Zed Books: 6‐25.
Sen, Amartya. 1988. "The Concept of Development." In Handbook of Development Economics, edited by H. B. Chenery and T. N. Srinivasan. Amsterdam: Elsevier Science Pub. Co.: 10‐26. 
Rist, Gilbert. 2007. “Development as a Buzzword.” Development in Practice 17(4-5): 485-491.
III. DEVELOPMENT & ENVIRONMENT

11. Monday, December 13
Tragedy of the Commons?

Hardin, Garrett. 1974. “Commentary: Living on a Lifeboat.” BioScience 24 (10):561-8.
Ostrom, Elinor, Joanna Burger, Christopher B. Field, Richard B. Norgaard and David Policansky. 1999. “Revisiting the Commons: Local Lessons, Global Challenges.” Science 284: 278-282.

Dilemmas in sustainable development 

Banerjee, Subhabrata Bobby. 2003. Who sustains whose development? Sustainable development and the reinvention of nature. Organization Studies 24 (1):143-80.

Suggested
Harris, Jonathan M. 2000. “Basic Principles of Sustainable Development.” Working Paper No. 4, Global Development and Environment Institute, Tufts University. http://ase.tufts.edu/gdae/publications/Working_Papers/Sustainable Development.PDF 
Luke, Timothy. 2005. “Neither Sustainable nor Development: Reconsidering Sustainability in Development.” Sustainable Development 13: 228-238. 
12. Tuesday, December 14

Famine & Poverty

Banik, Dan. 2002. Democracy, Drought and Starvation in India: Testing Sen in Theory and Practice. Dept. of Political Science, University of Oslo: 29-118.

Massing, Michael. 2003. “Does Democracy Avert Famine?” The New York Times. http://www.Ihaitians.com/does%20democracy%20avert%20famine.html
Suggested

Sen, Amartya. 1999. Development as Freedom. Oxford: Oxford University Press: Ch. 2 (35‐53). 

Moore, Michael and James Putzel. 1999. Thinking Strategically about Poverty and Politics. IDS Working Paper 101: 1-30.
Green, Maia and David Hulme. 2005. “From Correlates and Characteristics to Causes: Thinking About Poverty from a Chronic Poverty Perspective.” World Development 33(6): 867-879.

Parsons, Adam. 2008. World Bank Poverty Figures: What Do They Mean? http://www.stwr.org/globalization/world-bank-poverty-figures-what-do-they-mean.html
13. Wednesday, December 15

Film: T-Shirt Travels (53 minutes)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeCIlgUeYlM
14. Thursday, December 16

Agriculture and Food

Oxfam. 2002. Rigged Rules, Double Standards: Trade, Globalization and the Fight against Poverty, pp. 5-18.  

The World Bank. 2007. “Overview.”  In World Development Report 2008: Agriculture for Development. Washington, D.C.: World Bank. pp. 1-25.

Bello, Walden. 2008. “Manufacturing a Global Food Crisis.” Global Asia 3(2): 15-25.

Magdoff, Fred. 2008. “The World Food Crisis: Sources and Solutions.” Monthly Review http://www.monthlyreview.org/080501magdoff.php
If you like, there are more concrete ways in which you can engage with agriculture and combat hunger.  http://blogs.worldwatch.org/nourishingtheplanet/tag/ntp-tv/
Suggested

Magdoff, Fred and Brain Tokar. 2010. Agriculture and Food in Crisis: Conflict, Resistance, and Renewal. New York: Monthly Review Press.

Oxfam. 2003. “Dumping without Borders.” Oxfam Policy Briefing No. 50. http://www.oxfam.org.uk/resources/policy/trade/downloads/bp50_corn.pdf
Rodrik, Dani. 1997. Has Globalization Gone Too Far? Washington, D.C.: Institute for International Economics: 1-10. 

http://www.petersoninstitute.org/publications/chapters_preview/57/1iie2415.pdf 

15. Friday, December 17

Why don’t Resource Rich Countries Develop?

Ross, M., 2001, Does Oil Hinder Democracy? World Politics 53, 325-361.

Watts, Michael., 2004, Resource Curse? Governmentality, Oil and Power in the Niger Delta, Nigeria. Geopolitics 9, 50-80.

Suggested

Ross, M., 2001, Extractive Sectors and the Poor, Oxfam America.
Ross, Michael. 1999. The Political Economy of the Resource Curse. World Politics 51:297-322.
Jensen, Nathan and Leonard Wantchenkon. 2004. “Resource Wealth and Political Regimes in Africa.” Comparative Political Studies 36: 816-41.
Dunning, Thad. 2008. Crude Democracy: Natural Resource Wealth and Political Regimes. New York: Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-36.

16. Monday, December 20

Research and Writing Day

***ASSIGNMENT DUE in drop box and Prowl at 12pm: Reading review: 3-4 double spaced page review of 2 readings of your choice.  Review should show a critical understanding of the readings' arguments, relating them to the themes of the course.  

17. Tuesday, December 21

Review session
18. Wednesday, December 22

Final exam 
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