Assessment Plan

Goals
Here are my goals for this specific lesson

Knowledge:

Correctly construct bivariate tables for a given set of variables.

Conceptual understanding:

Accurately summarize the results in bivariate tables and accurately describe the similarities
and differences among related tables.

Habits of mind:

Propose explanations for observed relationships and/or propose additional variables that it
would make sense to incorporate.

Assessment

| have to say that this lesson also comes at the end of 4 weeks spent on various aspects of
survey research in which the students have covered a number of different topics. | hope they
will have progressively moved from simple exercises with a lot of scaffolding to this one which
has much of the scaffolding removed. In some ways the whole lesson includes elements of
an assessment of the unit.

So at this point | have collected at least three data points on these goals However NICHE
has given me a good chance to think about how I'm putting these pieces together.

In thinking about assessment | have been going back and forth between assessing this
exercise and assessing the whole 4 week unit. | of course also have many “content” goals in
this unit. I'm also thinking about group work versus individual responses.



Part 1 Assessing Group Work

One good thing is that | did a version of this exercise this past semester, so | can use those as a basis for
comparison.

As | said earlier, these are group projects, and | don't really give them grades except completed/not completed.
The students come in, we spend time working on them, then they share the results with the class.

| will have 5-6 groups in the class and for each group | will use this rating scale:
0 = Major errors

1 = Some errors but not pervasive errors

2 = Largely correct

To what extent did the students correctly construct bivariate tables?
Correctly construct means:

° Used the software with the correct variables.
° Percentages are calculated within values of the independent variable
° Accurately label the tables

0 = Major errors such as using the wrong variables, presenting percentages in the wrong direction repeatedly (in
more than 1/3 of the tables)

1 = Some errors but not on more than 1/3 of the tables. Correct variables used.

2 = All tables are correctly constructed

To what extent did the students accurately summarize the results in bivariate tables and accurately describe the
similarities and differences among related tables?

Accurately summarize and describe means

Written and verbal descriptions correspond to the data shown.

0 = Summary of the results in most of the tables is wrong
1 = Summary of the results is correct in most of the tables but the comparison of tables is incorrect.
2 = Summary of the results is correct in most or all of the tables and the comparison of the tables is correct.

To what extent did the groups propose explanations for observed relationships and/or propose additional
variables that it would make sense to incorporate?
(All of the groups, some of the groups, none of the groups + qualitative evaluation)

0 = No explanations of additional variables proposed
1 = Explanations or variables proposed but not explained.
3 = Explanations of variables proposed with explanation

Bonus points
+1 For independently moving beyond the stated instructions such as by doing a graph, improving the
presentation of the data, or doing an additional data analysis.

Overall I'll compare this semester’s presentations to last semester’s.

Part 2: Assessing student change



My class is very packed and there is not really time to add much in the way of specific assessment if

it is going to be time consuming. However I think I can add a brief assessment to the first and last
days of the semester. Although those days are packed if I can keep it brief I can fit it in. I’ve also been
wanting to collect some demographic data.

I created this survey in Blackboard and then I’ll give questions 5-7 plus variations of 8-10 at the end of
the semester. This does make me a little nervous because between the end of the survey unit and the
end of the semester there are still about 7 weeks of the semester. Still, I feel I have plenty of short term
data during the survey unit.
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What does the word research mean to you?

¢ Reading articles. books and reports on a topic.
¢ Collecting and analyzing data.
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What is the correct way to organize a table to determine if males and females differ in their support of legalizing
marijuana?
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Total 100% 100%  100%
Males Females Total

Favor
Legalization 1% 5% 6.5

Oppose .
Legalization S e O
Total 45% 55% 100%

. P Blackboard Learn - G... [ P Daily Kos :: News Co... [ /: CUNYfirst Login - Inte... [ & Windows XP Snipping ...

93% 47% 100%




_'ing ﬁ'n My Places Home ﬂ Help ip; Logout

Lehman College Library ONLINE INFO Blackboard 9.1

alec Femalag

Question Completion Status
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Legalization 217 24%  73%
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Responses to © In general, do you find life exciting, pretty routine, or dull? by
Education

High school Some College
O%Lower or Higher 2 kel
Exciting 42% 62% 47%
Routine 52% 36% 48%
Dull 6% 2% 5%
Source: General Social Survey, 2012
Which statement best summarizes the above results?

( People with at least some college are more exciting than people with no college.
¢ People with at least some college are more likely to say life is exciting than people without and college.
¢ The more education someone has. the more interesting they find Iife.

Question 10 10 points  Save Answer

What would be the best sociological explanation of the above results?

() People who are bored are less likely to go to college.
¢ People who have been to college have different jobs than people who have not been to college.
¢ Going to college changes people's personalities so that they find life more exciting.
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Data for the post test

Which is the correct way to organize a table to determine if males and females differ in the support of
gun control?

Survey question: Would you favor or oppose a law which would require a person
to obtain a police permit before he or she could buy a gun?

Gun Males Females Total




Control

Favor 69 83 77
Oppose 31 17 23
Total 100 100 100
Gun Males Females Total
Control

Favor 42 58 100
Oppose 61 39 100
Total 46 54 100
Gun Males Females Total
Control

Favor 32 44 77
Oppose 14 9 23
Total 47 53 100

Self-reported Overall Health by Highest Degree Obtained

Highest Degree

1 2 ROW
HS or Lower College | TOTAL
Overall EXCELLENT [27.3 43.9 314
HEALTH
GOOD 45.6 44.4 45.3
FAIR 21.0 9.7 18.2
POOR 6.2 20 5.1




Total

100.0

100.0

100.0

Which is the best sociological explanation?

People who are healthier are more likely to go to college.

College changes people’s lifestyles by giving people knowledge about healthy eating.

People with a college educations have access to better health care.




