POL 220: The American Presidency
Veto Bargaining Assignment

Due: xxxxxx

Name:_______________________________________________
Please read the article on the next page and respond to the following questions in the spaces provided.
1. Assuming that the House and Senate have the same preferred level of spending, how much would
Congress prefer to spend in the Transportation and Housing & Urban Development appropriations bill?
______________________________________________________________________________
2. How much would President Obama prefer to spend?
______________________________________________________________________________
3. If no bill is passed, these departments will most likely be funded by a continuing resolution, which will
use the current level of funding for the next fiscal year. Considering this information, what is the status
quo/reversion point?
______________________________________________________________________________
4. On the following line graph, place and label President Obama’s preferred spending level, Congress’
preferred spending level, and the status quo/reversion point. Each space in the graph below is $500
million ($0.5 billion).
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5. How far is (a) President Obama from Congress, (b) President Obama from the status quo, (c) Congress
from the status quo?
(a)__________________

(b)___________________

(c)___________________

6. Based on preferred levels spending alone, is President Obama’s veto threat credible? Please explain
your answer.
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
7. What will likely be the amount of money appropriated to Transportation and Housing & Urban
Development (will it be the status quo, what President Obama prefers, what Congress prefers, or some
compromise between President Obama and Congress)? Support your answer.
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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Obama threatens to veto GOP spending bill for transportation, housing
By Keith Laing - 06/02/15 10:00 AM EDT
President Obama is threatening to veto a $55 billion Republican funding bill for the departments
of Transportation, and Housing and Urban Development.
The White House said Tuesday that Obama would reject the measure, which is known as
THUD, on the grounds that it underfunds federal transportation and housing programs, and
includes a number of policy riders involving travel restrictions between the U.S. and Cuba, and
truck driver scheduling.
“The bill freezes or cuts critical investment in transportation that creates jobs, helps to grow the
economy, and improves America's roads, bridges, transit infrastructure, and aviation systems,
benefiting towns and cities across the United States, as well as investments in ending
homelessness, strengthening communities, and providing rental housing assistance for poor
and vulnerable families,” the White House said in a policy statement.
The GOP measure, which was approved by the House Appropriations Committee in May,
provides$55.3 billion in funding the departments of Transportation, and Housing and Urban
Development. The bill provides $1.5 billion more than the current 2015 spending level, but $9.7
billion less than President Obama’s request.
Democrats have attacked Republicans for attaching a number of nonbudgetary issues to the
bill, such as placing restrictions on the Obama administration’s efforts to begin normalizing the
nation’s relations with Cuba. Policy riders are typically a source of friction between the parties in
the appropriations process.
Truck safety groups have accused GOP lawmakers of using the appropriations process
to undo a series of trucking regulations they say makes U.S. roads safer, including limits on the
length and weight of trucks. Trucking companies have opposed these limits for years.
The White House said Tuesday it also has objections to the measure’s provisions that are
related to the Department of Housing and Urban Development.
“At a time when only one in four families who are eligible for housing assistance actually
receives it, the bill would set back efforts to end homelessness and shortchange housing
support for very low-income households, including families with children, the elderly, and the
disabled,” the policy statement said.
“The bill also reduces funding for other vulnerable populations, such as low-income children at
risk of lead poisoning, and for programs that invest in public housing to revitalize distressed
communities,” the statement continued. “Furthermore, the legislation includes highly
objectionable provisions, including provisions that would restrict travel to Cuba, undercut public
safety, and limit state and local choices to enhance passenger rail.”

